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MINUTI

Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru 88, li saret fit-2 ta’ Ġunju 2021, ġew konfermati.

KORRISPONDENZA

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON (Onor. Beppe Fenech Adami): Insellmilkom.  Nibda billi nfakkarkom li fil-ġranet li għaddew il-Kumitat irċieva xi informazzjoni mingħand is-Sur Paul Apap Bologna, liema informazzjoni kienet ġiet mitluba lilu fil-laqgħa preċedenti. 

L-Onor. Karol Aquilina.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sur President, nixtieq niġbed l-attenzjoni li kien hemm numru ta’ dokumenti li tlabna lis-Sur Apap Bologna li hu mbagħad kiteb u talabhom lill-kumpaniji rispettivi u dawk il-kumpaniji wieġbu li mhumiex se jagħtuhomlu. Xtaqt li l-Kumitat jikteb hu direttament, allura jħarrek rappreżentant tal-kumpaniji biex fil-laqgħa li jmiss jippreżenta dawk id-dokumenti. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Biex infakkar, fil-laqgħat preċedenti s-Sur Apap Bologna kien intalab jippreżenta kopja ta’ dokumentazzjoni, kemm ta’ GEM Holdings...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kien hemm talba għal dokumentazzjoni ta’ diversi kumpaniji. Aħna għaddejna lista u l-Kumitat qabel li jagħmel... 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Il-kumpaniji jissemmew fir-rapport tal-Awditur?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Iva.

ONOR.GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Kollha kemm huma? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Iva.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Liema huma? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Il-kumpaniji li jiffurmaw lil ElectroGas. Il-Kumitat diġà kien iddeċieda li jitlobhom, però s-Sur Apap Bologna qal li m’għandux dawn id-dokumenti, hu kiteb lill-kumpaniji rispettivi, il-kumpaniji wieġbuh u qalulu li lilu mhumiex se jagħtuhomlu, u allura issa jmiss li aħna nitolbuhom direttament lil dawn il-kumpaniji. Jien dak biss li qed nitlob. Qed nagħmilha issa biex ma noqogħdux inħarrku xhud, jiġi hawnhekk, imbagħad nerġgħu nitolbuh... Nevitaw dik is-sitwazzjoni inutili.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: X’kienu d-dokumenti mitluba?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Il-minuti tal-kumpaniji. Is-Sur Apap Bologna kien qal li hu m’għadux direttur, allura kiteb lill-kumpaniji, u dawn wieġbuh. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Forsi nitolbu lis-Segretarja tal-Kumitat tirriferi għat-talba li kienet saret lis-Sur Apap Bologna f’laqgħat preċedenti u tindirizza dik l-informazzjoni li ntalbet lis-Sur Apap Bologna lir-rappreżentanti ta’ dawk il-kumpaniji.

Nistgħu ngħaddu issa għall-item li jmiss fuq l-aġenda.


KONTINWAZZJONI TAL-EŻAMI TAR-RAPPORT TAL-AWDITUR ĠENERALI INTITOLAT “AN INVESTIGATION OF MATTERS RELATING TO THE CONTRACTS AWARDED TO ELECTROGAS MALTA LTD BY ENEMALTA CORPORATION”

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Nitlob lis-Sur Apap Bologna sabiex jidħol fil-kamra. 

Is-Sur Paul Apap Bologna, daħal fil-Kamra tal-Kumitat akkumpanjat mill-għajnuna legali tiegħu.

PERMESS LILL-MEDIA

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Qed nifhem li hawn xi rappreżentanti tal-media li qegħdin jitolbu biex jieħdu xi filmati ta’ dawn il-proċeduri. Hawn xi oġġezzjoni għal dan?  Ma jidhirx li hawn, għalhekk nistieden lill-media li hemm barra l-kamra sabiex jidħlu.

Il-membri tal-media preżenti daħlu fil-Kamra tal-Kumitat.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Qed nifhem li peress li bħalissa hemm seduta fil-Plenarja għaddejja, din il-laqgħa mhijiex se tkun imxandra live fuq l-istazzjon tat-televiżjoni tal-Parlament kif isir is-soltu, però se tkun qiegħda tiġi video streamed b’mod dirett fuq il-website tal-Parlament. Qed ngħid dan anke għall-finijiet ta’ media għax il-media ħafna drabi jsegwu dawn il-laqgħat direttament. 

Sur Apap Bologna, inti se tkompli tixhed bl-istess ġurament li ngħatajt f’laqgħa preċedenti.  Se nerġa’ nagħmillek riferenza għall-Project Services Agreement iffirmat bejn New Energy Supply Ltd (NES) u GEM Holdings Ltd. Fil-laqgħa preċedenti kont għedtilna li kien ġie ffirmat dan il-ftehim bejn GEM Holdings, jiġifieri wieħed mix-shareholders ta’ ElectroGas, u NES li kienet kumpanija tas-Sur Yorgen Fenech. Kont għedtilna wkoll li abbażi ta’ dan il-ftehim kellhom jitħallsu €2.5 miljun, però effettivament tħallas €1 miljun minn GEM Holdings.  Issa dan huwa a Project Services Agreement, u s-Sur Yorgen Fenech kien qed jippresta servizz mhux lil GEM Holdings, però lill-konsorzju ElectroGas. Allura x’sens legali, loġiku kien jagħmel li Yorgen Fenech qed jagħti servizz lil ElectroGas, però għas-servizz li qed jagħti lil ElectroGas ftehemtu li tħallas GEM Holdings? X’inhi l-loġika warajha din? X’sens tagħmel? Qed nirriferi għall-kuntratt li ppreżentajt inti lil dan il-Kumitat. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: That Project Services Agreement was entered into on the 28th August 2013 between GEM Holdings, Gasol, The State Oil Company of Azerbaijan Republic (SOCAR) and Siemens. That is a back-to-back agreement, and the scope of this agreement was to detail the specific task which had been specifically assigned to GEM Holdings and Gasol to carry out for the shareholders in the project to agree the fees payable to Gasol and GEM Holdings which are over there. So that was agreed by all the shareholders. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Yes, but that was not my question. Il-mistoqsija tiegħi kienet: Għalfejn GEM Holdings ftehmet ma’ Yorgen Fenech, hi waħedha, u mhux mal-kumplament tal-konsorzju? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  But that is what I’m saying. There was a Project Services Agreement which was entered into on the 28th August 2013 between GEM Holdings, Gasol, SOCAR and Siemens, and the scope of this agreement was to detail the specific task which had been assigned to GEM Holdings and to Gasol, and GEM Holdings assigned those services on the agreement, to NES.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Do you have a copy of this agreement for us please?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, I don’t have a copy of this agreement.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Because as you can understand, that is new to us; it wasn’t referred to last time. Jien qed nifhem li hemm ftehim bejn ix-shareholders ta’ ElectroGas li permezz tiegħu nkarigaw lil GEM Holdings, imbagħad GEM Holdings inkarigat lil Yorgen Fenech.  Hekk qed tgħidilna?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Lil NES. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Meta sar dan il-ftehim?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The Project Services Agreement was entered into on the 28th August 2013 between GEM Holdings, Gasol, SOCAR and Siemens. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Allura mbagħad fl-2014, quite a time later, GEM Holdings qalet li jkun aħjar li tqabbdu lil wieħed minnkom? X’ġara f’Ġunju 2014?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: He was already doing all the work before through the whole process, so it wasn’t a matter of deciding then. He had taken on the role to do the job.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Intom dħaltu fi ftehim f’Ġunju 2014.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: But as I had already mentioned before, it was already agreed beforehand that he was going to take the lead  from the Maltese group. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: U kemm kellkom titħallsu mingħand ix-shareholders l-oħrajn għal dan il-Project Services Agreement, dan il-kuntratt li m’għandniex kopja tiegħu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The development fee was...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: This is not a development fee, that is another matter, this is a Project Services Agreement.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Exactly, under which it is called the development fee, which is €2 million.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Where do you refer to this? €2 million or €2.5 million?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: €2 million.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jiġifieri fl-2014 ifformalizzajtu dak li kien ilu għaddej mill-2013.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: M’intix korrett. GEM Holdings intrabtet li tħallas lil Yorgen Fenech €2.5 miljun mhux €2 miljun. Issa l-mistoqsija tiegħi hi: Meta għamiltu l-ftehim, ix-shareholders l-oħrajn bejnietkom...  Jien qed nifhem, għax m’għandix dan id-dokument, li hemm ftehim bejn Gasol, Siemens...
IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: On the 28th August, 2013.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hekk hu. F’dak l-agreement kemm kien l-ammont li kellha tħallas GEM Holdings?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t know.  I don’t have the contract infront of me.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So you do not recall.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I do not recall, but I do recall that the development fee, which is assigned to that, is €2 million, because we, as GEM Holdings, had assigned €1 million to NES. The other funds were not coming from us. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Forget the development fee. Hawnhekk qed nitkellmu fuq Project Services Agreement. This is what we are talking about. We’re not talking about a development fee. Dan il-ftehim li għamlu GEM Holdings ma’ NES huwa a Project Services Agreement. In theory NES kienet se tagħti servizz lil GEM Holdings, u GEM Holdings intrabtet li tħallas €2.5 miljun lil Yorgen Fenech. Issa inti qed tgħidli li qabel dan il-ftehim kien hemm ftehim ieħor. Dan il-ftehim ieħor kien Project Services Agreement, jiġifieri l-konsorzju qabbad lil GEM Holdings u GEM Holdings assenjat lil Yorgen Fenech, jew kien ftehim ieħor...?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The Project Services Agreement that was signed with the other parties assigned it to GEM Holdings and to Gasol for the services that they were going to provide.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kemm kontu se titħallsu ta’ dan? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: GEM Holdings was going to get €2.5 million on that contract that you have over there.  Right? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Not GEM Holdings. Fuq il-kuntratt li għandi hawnhekk hawn li Yorgen Fenech was going to get €2.5 million from GEM Holdings. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: We were going to get €2 million, of which €1 million was going to go to the development fee in that contract. 
ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Dan kollu kellu xi effett fuq il-proġett finali ta’ ElectroGas?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dażgur li kellu effett!

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Dawn l-agreements li kellkom bejnietkom ħallew xi impatt ġenerali jew xi impatt fuq il-proċess? Ħallew xi impatt ġenerali fuq is-servizz li bħala power station bdiet tagħti lil Enemalta?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: L-effett li kellu kien effett pożittiv li dan il-proġett sar.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Imma l-ftehim li saru bejnietkom, in the grand scheme of things, kellhom xi effett partikolari? Għollew il-prezz? Kienu flus ġejjin minn fondi pubbliċi?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Le.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Mela m’għandniex għalfejn noqogħdu niddiskutu dwarhom hawnhekk.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: M’intix korrett għax is-Sur Yorgen Fenech kien inkarigat biex jesegwixxi...  (Interruzzjonijiet) Onor. Bedingfield, ħalli nispjegalek ir-rilevanza.  Is-Sur Yorgen Fenech kien inkarigat biex iwassal dan il-proġett. Waħda mill-affarijiet li rrileva l-Awditur fir-rapport tiegħu huwa, pereżempju, id-dewmien li kien hemm fil-proġett. Xi ħaġ’oħra li jirrileva l-Awditur hi kif inbidlu l-kundizzjonijiet man mano mal-proġett, u waħda mill-affarijiet li jgħid dan il-kuntratt hi li Yorgen Fenech kellu jieħu ħsieb in-negozjati mal-awtoritajiet. Allura dan il-kuntratt huwa rilevanti ħafna għax skont dan il-kuntratt stess Yorgen Fenech kien inkarigat biex jagħmel l-“interfacing with the authorities”. Mela r-rilevanza ta’ dan il-kuntratt – biex tifhmu għalfejn huwa rilevanti – hija li hawnhekk għandna l-inkarigu minn GEM Holdings li qabbdet persuna biex tieħu ħsieb l-awtoritajiet, u allura hemmhekk jidħol l-interess pubbliku.  U s-sinjur, to be fair miegħu, kien qed iwieġeb, jiġifieri ma nafx għalfejn...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jien m’għedtlux biex ma jweġibx.   Jien staqsejt jekk dawn il-flus li konna qed nitkellmu fuqhom kenux flus ġejjin minn fondi pubbliċi jew kenux flus li ħarġu x-shareholders ta’ ElectroGas.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  U wieġbek.
IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: GEM Holdings and Gasol in that contract were assigned specific financial technical and legal costs which were listed within the agreement.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sur Apap Bologna, jekk se taqra trid tippreżenta d-dokument. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: But I can’t remember all this off by heart! 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Absolutely, you may but... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: We’re going back to 2013 and we’re in 2021!

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Din minn fejn toħroġ li n-notamenti ta’ persuna...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sempliċi regola tal-Parlament.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Le, imma dik ir-regola tal-Parlament tgħodd għall-Membri Parlamentari li jkunu qed jikkwotaw, mhux li jkunu qed jirriferu għal noti.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Anke xhud il-Qorti, jekk se jaqra min-notamenti, irid jippreżentahom.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT (Segretarju Parlamentari għaċ-Ċittadinanza u l-Komunitajiet): Imma hawnhekk m’aħniex qegħdin il-Qorti. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma japplikaw l-istess regoli.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Kieku qegħdin il-Qorti ilkom li nqbadtu in contempt of Court! Jekk taqraw id-digriet tal-Maġistrat...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Bedingfield, keep trying. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: I’m  not trying, you’re trying.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: You’re not succeeding, but keep trying. Waħda wara l-oħra wara l-oħra. Keep trying, but try hard, don’t waste anyone’s time anymore!

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Kieku ilkom in contempt of Court.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Fil-fatt kien hemm il-proċeduri l-Qorti din il-ġimgħa u l-Qorti ddeċidiet li ma kienx hemm contempt, bl-għajnuna abbli tal-Avukat Karol Aquilina. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Naħseb li ma qrajtux kollu d-digriet. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Is-sinjur kien qed iwieġeb u l-parir tiegħi hu li tħalluh iwieġeb. 
+++
ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Ħalli nagħmluha ċara kif għadna fil-bidu tal-laqgħa. Illum hija r-raba’ seduta li fiha qed jixhed is-Sur Apap Bologna u qed nistaqsi jekk aħniex se ningħataw okkażjoni nagħmlu mistoqsijiet. S’issa s-Sedja qatt ma ħallietna nagħmlu mistoqsijiet. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Onor. Muscat, ir-risposta għal din il-mistoqsija diġà tajthielek f’seduti oħrajn. Il-prassi ta’ dan il-Kumitat hija li meta jissejjaħ xhud biex jixhed jibdew isirulu l-mistoqsijiet mill-parti li tkun sejħtilu biex jixhed. Nista’ inserraħlek moħħok li se jkollok is-seduti kollha li hemm bżonn biex fil-mument opportun tagħmel il-mistoqsijiet li trid tagħmel. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Jiġifieri inti llum m’intix se tagħti ċans lin-naħa tal-Gvern tagħmel mistoqsijiet?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jekk din in-naħa tkun eżawrixxiet il-mistoqsijiet kollha li għandha x’tagħmel u jkun għadu ma sarx il-ħin biex immorru nkomplu xogħolna fil-plenarja, tkunu tistgħu tibdew il-mistoqsijiet. Jekk le, ikollkom l-opportunità f’seduti opportuni, kemm tridu, biex tagħmlu l-mistoqsijiet. 

Sur Apap Bologna, jien nifhem li għandek notamenti u m’għandi l-ebda problema li tikkonsultahom, però trid twieġeb il-mistoqsija tiegħi mhux taqra kull darba dak li ppreparajt mingħajr ma twieġeb il-mistoqsija tiegħi. Jien qed nistaqsik mistoqsija speċifika ħafna. Dan huwa a Project Services Agreement. GEM Holdings qabbdet lil NES biex jippresta servizzi ta’ project management.  Issa inti qed tgħidli li hemm kuntratt ieħor. Dak il-kuntratt l-ieħor bejn GEM Holdings u l-konsorzju ElectroGas huwa ftehim... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  It’s a back-to-back agreement.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Mela jiena qed nitolbok biex, jekk jogħġbok, tagħtina kopja ta’ dan il-kuntratt.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Se nistiednek taqra ftit it-tielet paragrafu li hemm f’paġna 3 tal-ftehim li ppreżentajtilna inti. Biex niċċaraw ftit, meta tgħid back-to-back, jiġifieri qed tgħid sar wieħed imbagħad sar l-ieħor mill-ewwel. Mhux hekk?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mill-memorja, tiftakar li kienu fl-istess ġurnata? I’m not trying to entrap you here.  Is it the same period of time?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’m not sure because I didn’t look at that contract before.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: But it’s definitely before this, cannot be after.  Mhux hekk?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: It must have been before.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It is before but it’s back-to-back.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Forsi taqra ftit it-tielet paragrafu ta’ dan id-dokument li ppreżentajt inti għall-benefiċċju tal-Membri kollha.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: 

“NOW, THEREFORE, in connection with the Project Development Agreement among the Parties, SOCAR and SIEMENS dated on or around August 2013 (the “Project Development Agreement”), the parties acknowledge that NES has undertaken and shall continue to undertake the Project Services in connection with the Project and wish to specify the consideration which GEM shall pay to NES for the Project Services as follows:” 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sur Apap Bologna, inti qed tgħid li saru back-to-back. Tista’ tispjega ftit kif wieħed sar f’Awwissu 2013, u l-ieħor sar f’Ġunju 2014 u inti qed tiddeskrivi dan bħala xi ħaġa li qisha saret fl-istess ġurnata jew fl-istess perjodu eżatt? Kien hemm kważi sena.  

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Back-to-back does not mean...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mela xi tfisser back-to-back?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Back-to-back is referring back to the other project, back to the other agreement, that this is referring to that contract and it falls on the back of that contract.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mela issa għandna definition ġdida ta’ back-to-back. Biex nagħmluha ċara, aħna qegħdin nitolbuk kopja tal-Project Development Agreement datat Awwissu 2013 – inti qed tgħid li huwa datat 23 jew 28 ta’ Awwissu. Għandna bżonn kopja ta’ dak l-agreement. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I will also need to refer back to SOCAR and to Siemens because they are a party to that contract.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: But if you have a copy, you have to give it to us. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It is not just my property, so I’ve got to go to them. I can’t just give it without their consent.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: No.  If you have a copy, you have to give that copy to this Committee.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Għadek kif għedtilna li għandek kopja.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I have to see whether I’ve got a copy or whether the company has got a copy.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So please check whether you have a copy of this agreement. Try hard to find a copy.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: If I don’t have a copy, I have to go back to the company. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: If you have a copy you have to give it to us.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, but if I don’t have a copy in my records, I have to go back to the company. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: When you left, when you resigned, you did not keep any records of anything?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No. I didn’t need to keep the records because, as I’m a shareholder, I can go back to the company and speak to the company.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So as a shareholder you should be entitled to a copy of this. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Subject to getting approval of the other shareholders.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: You don’t need permission to get a copy of a document in which the company is the signatory and in which you are a shareholder. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: He would be asking permission to be able to give it to this Committee.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I think out of a matter of etiquette as well to the other shareholders, it is right... 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Imma l-kelma “etiquette” tan-naħa l-oħra ma jafux x’inhi.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Onor. Bedingfield, allaħares nimxu skond l-etiquette tiegħek.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Please advise your shareholders that unless they are going to help you in providing these documents, they will have to come here with the documents themselves. So, biex ma naħlux il-ħin ta’ kulħadd, forsi jkun għaqli li jagħtuk kopja ta’ dan il-kuntratt. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Se nerġa’ nirriferik għal dak li jingħad f’dan il-paragrafu fejn jgħid li l-agreement huwa among the parties, jiġifieri....

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Could you say which paragraph you’re referring to?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: The third paragraph, last part of the first sentence fejn qed jingħad li among the parties, jiġifieri qed ngħidu NES, GEM Holdings, SOCAR u Siemens. Dawk biss kien hemm, jew kien hemm xi ħaddieħor? Jiġifieri l-Project Development Agreement bejn min kien? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: And Gasol. The Project Development Agreement was entered into on the 28th August between GEM Holdings, Gasol, SOCAR and Siemens. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Allura għalfejn hawnhekk m’hawnx riferenza għal Gasol? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I didn’t draft this document so I wouldn’t be able to tell you exactly. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma ffirmajtu.  Hawn il-firma tiegħek fuq kull paġna. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Because what you are referring to here is the Project Services Agreement between NES and GEM Holdings.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Fil-paragrafu ma ssemmiex il-Gasol. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Għalfejn ma jissemmiex il-Gasol? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’m not sure what the answer to that is. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: But you have an answer, you’re not sure about it. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, if I knew what the answer was, I would give you the answer. I’m answering your questions.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dak iż-żmien, 2014, kien hemm ukoll shareholder Yorgen Fenech. Mhux hekk? Allura intom kontu tiltaqgħu...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Shareholder ta’ xiex?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ta’ GEM Holdings. Jiġifieri Yorgen Fenech ma kienx ikun involut, bħala shareholder f’GEM Holdings, f’dawn id-diskussjonijiet? 
DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Mr Chairman, naħseb li dan huwa barra mir-remit  li għandu dan il-Kumitat.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dr de Marco, dak jarah il-Kumitat. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: U narah jien ukoll. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Le, ma tarahx inti. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ma nibdewx bil-battibekki. Sur Apap Bologna, jien staqsejtek mistoqsija: Is-Sur Yorgen Fenech, qua shareholder f’GEM Holdings, kien ikun involut f’dawn id-diskussjonijiet fuq livell ta’ shareholding f’ElectroGas? Min kienet il-persuna li kienet titkellem f’isem GEM Holdings fil-ftehim...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP  BOLOGNA: As I’ve already stated before, Mr Yorgen Fenech was the person who was on the Committee representing the Maltese shareholders.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So I would understand that on the agreement you are going to give us of August 2013, it would have been Yorgen Fenech who signed this agreement on behalf of GEM Holdings.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Not necessarily, because that document would have been presented to all of us, to the GEM Holdings shareholders, and somebody else might have signed it.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mill-memorja taf min kien iffirma dan il-ftehim tal-2013?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP  BOLOGNA: No, I don’t remember. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma dak iż-żmien int kont direttur ta’ GEM Holdings.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, I was a director of GEM Holdings.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Tiftakar jekk iltaqax il-bord tad-diretturi qabel ġie ffirmat dak il-ftehim? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: You’re asking me about meetings that happened in 2013 and 2014. I cannot recollect whether we had a board meeting or whether we just had a meeting.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imma din hija deċiżjoni... Hawnhekk qegħdin tiddeċiedu...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: This is a discussion between three shareholders who would sit together. We don’t necessary need to  have a board meeting to have a discussion...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jiġifieri d-deċiżjonijiet hekk kienu jsiru? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Quite a number of times yes, that was how...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jien nifhem li t-tliet shareholders bid-diretturi u r-rappreżentanti tagħhom ikunu mill-istess ċrieki u jiltaqgħu, huma ħbieb, però mbagħad ikun hemm mumenti fejn tridu tieħdu deċiżjonijiet ta’ ċerta portata. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, and we took those sitting together, but not necessarily... 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jiġifieri din il-kumpanija ma kenitx tiltaqa’ b’mod formali biex tieħu deċiżjonijiet formali li għandhomm implikazzjonijiet sostanzjali fuq kif se jmur il-proġett? Din hija deċiżjoni fejn qed tinħatru bħala project managers, imbagħad tagħmlu ftehim ieħor ma’ Yorgen Fenech fejn qed taħtruh project manager, u dawn id-deċiżjonijiet li, tajjeb jew ħażin, jimpattaw ma kontux teħduhom b’mod formali. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: We used to sit down and have a discussion about it, but I don’t recollect whether it was a board meeting or not. In those days there were fewer board meetings, we used to have more informal meetings, and obviously then things were formalised by the signing of these contracts. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mela qed ngħidu li dan il-ftehim ġie ffirmat f’Ġunju 2014, kif hemm f’paġna 6. Page 3 heading4, Għalfejn heading 4 li hemm f’paġna 3 jaqra “GEM and Gasol obligations”? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Because the obligations that were stated in the back to back contracts that we did clearly stated that that there are obligations for GEM and Gasol under the project... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma għadek kif għedtilna li f’dan il-punt ta’ dan l-agreement  Gasol kienet ħarġet. Inti għedtilna li f’paġna 2 tal-agreement, f’dik il-parti fejn jissemmew min kienu n-nies li pparteċipaw fil-Project Development Agreement, kien hemm il-parties, li huma NES, GEM, SOCAR u Siemens. Imbagħad spjegajt lill-Kumitat li Gasol ma jissemmiex għax kienu ħarġu. Mela kif tispjega li mbagħad heading 4 jgħid “GEM and Gasol obligations”? Jekk Gasol kienu ħarġu x’obbligazzjonijiet kellhom? Ma kellhom obbligazzjonijiet ta’ xejn. Inti ċert li dan huwa l-ftehim li suppost tajtna kopja tieħu u m’hemmx xi ftehim ieħor? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I am perfectly sure that that is the contract that I have and that is the contract that you asked for and that is the contract I’ve given you. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Għax jien nifhem li jkun hemm żball wieħed, li semmejna fil-bidu nett, imma m’iniex qed nifhem għalfejn dawn l-affarijiet mhumiex ċari u hemm dawn l-iżbalji... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’m not exactly sure because I didn’t draft the contract, but up to that point in time Gasol was still in the project – they came out after that – and had done a lot of work in putting the project together, the development of the project. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri int qed tgħid li fl-1 ta’ Ġunju 2014 Gasol kienu għadhom hemm, jew kienu telqu? Inti għedtilna l-aħħar darba li kienet daqsxejn ta’ problema li telqu. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: But these are dates li faċilment tistgħu ssibuhom. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Għalhekk għandna x-xhud, biex inkunu… 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jiġifieri dan mhux to trick ix-xhud. Jekk għandkom records, għidulu. Tifhmu li ma jistax jiftakar id-dati ta’ kull ħaġa bl-amment. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dr de Marco, il-problema hija li d-dati mhumiex jikkombaċċaw. Il-problema li għandna f’din l-analiżi, għax aħna qegħdin nanalizzaw, hija li dak li hemm fil-kuntratt ma jirriflettix eżattament x’kienet ir-realtà, għax ma jistax ikollok... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: This was signed in 2014 and Gasol went out in... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri inti qed tgħid li Gasol kienu għadhom hemm meta ffirmajtu dan il-ftehim. Mela spjegali ftit għalfejn f’paragrafu 3 li hemm f’paġna 2 ta’ dan il-ftehim Gasol ma tissemmiex bħala waħda mill-partijiet fil-Project Development  Agreement li inti qed tgħid li sar back-to-back ma’ dan il-ftehim. Għalfejn ma tissemmiex? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: As I told you, I’m not sure because I didn’t put the contracts together. But then Gasol is mentioned with GEM and Gasol obligations. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mela għalfejn fil-point 4 il-Gasol jerġgħu ma jissemmew imkien, tant li jingħad li: 

 “NES shall perform the Project Services with reasonable care and skill and in accordance with current international standards.”.

Fejn huma l-obligations ta’ Gasol u fejn huma ta’ GEM Holdings? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t have a legal background so I didn’t put these contracts together. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: No, it’s plain simple English. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: But I hope you realise that when you sign you’re making it your own and that if there are flaws you’re going to carry the cap. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, of course. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri m’għandekx spjegazzjoni għal din? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’m not understanding what you’re trying to get at. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Li qed nistaqsik huwa jekk dan il-ftehim sarx ta’ malajr jew inkella kontux ilkom titkellmu dwaru. Ħa nagħmilha aktar ċara. Dan il-ftehim għamiltuh biex tgħattu xi ħaġa? Dan il-ftehim huwa simulation? Dan li qed nipprova ngħidlek. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Skużani, ladarba qed tipprova timplika jew timputa... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ridtu tagħmlu xi ħaġa, għax huwa miktub b’ċertu mod li... 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Sur President, ladarba d-domanda qiegħda tipprova timputa ċertu aġir illegali mix-xhud, jien ngħidlu  biex ma jirrispondix. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dan huwa dak li ftehmtu jew inkella...? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: L-Onor. Aquilina qed jagħmillek mistoqsija, u Dr de Marco tagħtek parir.  Inti xi twieġeb? 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Ix-xhud m’għamel xejn illegali, imma ladarba qed jipprova jiġi mputat, u kull ħaġa li jgħid jiġi mdawwar b’dak il-mod, allura f’dan l-istadju se ngħidlu biex ma jirrispondi xejn. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Apap Bologna, inti se twieġeb għall-mistoqsija li għamillek l-Onor. Aquilina? l-Onor. Aquilina qed jgħidlek li jista’ jkun li dan kien eżerċizju ta’ reverse engineering, jiġiferi dan huwa ftehim li sar wara... 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Simulation qal. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jekk qed nifhem sew, l-Onor. Aquilina qed jistaqsi: Jista’ jkun li dan il-ftehim sar biex ikun hemm karta ħalli tkun tista’ tispjega ċerti pagamenti li saru? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Biex turi li għaddew il-flus. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Not true at all. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jiġifieri għażilt li twieġeb. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mela kif tispjega dan il-mod kważi dilettantesk kif inhu miktub kuntratt li abbażi tiegħu, mhux kellhom jgħaddu €10 minn but għal ieħor imma kellhom jgħaddu €2.5 miljun? L-ewwel nett, inti kont involut fid-drafting ta’ dan id-dokument? Għax jekk ma ktibtux inti mod ieħor. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Ix-xhud diġà qal li ma kienx hu li għamel id-drafting tiegħu. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dr de Marco, ħallih ħa jgħid hu. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I already answered that and I told you how I was not the person who drafted this contract. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Però kont involut fin-negozjati ta’ x’fih id-dokument. Dr de Marco, nistaqsih jien biex jgħid lilek, imbagħad…!

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Apap Bologna, tista’ tikkonsulta mad-Dottoressa de Marco biex tagħtik parir legali. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dwar jekk għandekx twieġeb jew le mhux kif għandek twieġeb. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dr de Marco tapprezza li f’qorti ma tistax… 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Napprezza wkoll li qorti m’għandhiex tagħmel ċerti kummenti. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: U hawnhekk m’aħniex il-qorti. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I was not involved in negotiations when it came to the committee and when it came to the agreed fees of the committee. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma biex ftehmtu dwar dan il-ftehim kont involut inti għax kieku ma mortx tiffirmah. Jien qed nifhem li at one point... 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Spjegalu b’liema mod kien involut. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien ħa ngħidlek dak li fhimt mingħandek. Inti għedtilna li Yorgen Fenech, ir-rappreżentant tal-kumpanija NES, kien qed jagħmel ċertu xogħol f’dak il-perjodu, ċjoè għedtilna li mill-bidu nett kien qed jagħmel ċertu xogħol. Imbagħad ġie l-mument li għedtu: kif se jitħallas Yorgen Fenech tax-xogħol li qed jagħmel? Kif se jiġi kkumpensat? U l-ewwel kellkom dan il-Project Development Agreement bejn il-partijiet kollha, imbagħad is-sena ta’ wara għamiltu dan l-agreement biex NES, li tagħha huwa azzjonist Yorgen Fenech, titħallas €2.5 miljun mill-flus li kontu se tirċievu mil-loan li kontu ħadtu. F’xi perjodu waqt dan kollu kellkom diskussjoni, jew qajmitha NES jew qajjumtuha intom, dwar x’kumpens se tingħataw. Jien nimmaġina li inti kont involut f’dik il-parti. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: When it was agreed at the committee level of what compensation the parties were going to get then, yes, we had a discussion with Yorgen Fenech and we agreed unanimously that out of the €2 miljun that we were going to get €1 million was going to go to NES. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: You agreed on €2.5 million. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Tibqax tgħidli €1 million għax you agreed on €2.5 million. Jekk taqra dak il-ftehim, tiġix tgħidli li you received €2 million and you agreed li tagħtu lil Yorgen €1 miljun. You agreed to give Yorgen €2.5 million. Issa x’tajtuh hija ħaġ’oħra, imma li ftehmtu hu li lil Yorgen tagħtuh €2.5 miljun. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAPA BOLOGNA: No, the €2.5 million was agreed because there is an agreement where Gasol was going to pay GEM €1.5 million.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: For what? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Because that is an agreement that Yorgen himself had made with Gasol.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma ta’ xiex? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: For these services... We agreed to pay him €1.5 million, and Gasol was going to pay GEM Holdings the other €1.5 million to make the €2.5 million. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Apap Bologna, għalhekk niġu għall-mistoqsija li dan huwa agreement  li sar… Inti stess qed tikkonferma...  Filwaqt li dan l-agreement qiegħed jgħid li GEM Holdings se tagħti… 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Because there is an agreement between Gasol and GEM Holdings that Gasol was going to pay €1.5 million to GEM Holdings so that agreement...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ta’ xiex? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: For the services that we were doing... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri int qed tgħid… 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Let him finish. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: ...and for the support that the company was giving to develop this project and then there is that agreement that the €1.5 million that was coming in was going to go to NES. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Allura kif ma tissemmiex f’dan il-ftehim? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It doesn’t need to be mentioned in this contract because there can be another contract which is stating that he was going to get the €1.5 million. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imma Yorgen idur fuqkom u jgħidilkom: Ħallikom minn Gasol. Agħtuni €2.5 miljun. (Interruzzjonijiet)

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Imma hu qed jixhed mhux intom. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imma, skużi, jien qed nipprova nifhem. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Inti qed tipprova ddawar dak li qed jgħidlek. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’ve explained to you how it happened and it’s not… 
IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So this contract does not reflect the realty. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Imma jew tistaqsu d-domandi u hu jirrispondi, jew inkella targumentaw miegħu. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It does because NES got the €2.5 million but we, as GEM Holdings, only paid him €1 million. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri hemm ftehim ieħor bejn GEM Holdings u Gasol? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, I think there is another contract. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:   Tista’ ġġib kopja ta’ dan il-kuntratt? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I have to check if I have it. If I don’t have it, have to go back to the company. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Taf jekk dan il-kuntratt ingħatax lill-Awditur Ġenerali? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’m sure. It probably was given to the National Auditi Office (NAO). 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Allura la jeżisti dan il-ftehim bejn Gasol u GEM Holdings dwar dawn il-flus li mbagħad se jispiċċaw għand il-kumpanija ta’ Yorgen Fenech, għalfejn mhuwiex miktub? Meta jien qrajt il-ftehim... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Because you have to look at the contracts back-to-back with all the other contracts that are in place. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma din kieku ma tiktibhiex f’kuntratt hekk? 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Staqsi lil min għamel id-drafting tal-kuntratt. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qed nistaqsi lil min iffirmah. Min iffirmah żgur kien jaf x’qed jiffirma. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I signed contracts which were back-to-back, and all the different contracts were reflecting what was happening through the whole process. So, if you have this contract and you have another contract which is reflecting that the €1.5 million is going to come from Gasol and GEM Holdings, and then you have the back-to-back contracts with development contracts with the other shareholders, these as a sum of gives you what is happening in the whole project. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Inti taf li l-aħħar darba għedtilna li ż-€2.5 miljun kienu ġejjin mil-loan li ħadtu? Tiftakar li l-aħħar darba hawnhekk... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, it’s in the financial model. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Allura kif f’daqqa waħda l-€1 miljun li ħa Yorgen Fenech minn dan il-ftehim mhumiex ġejjin mil-loan imma ġejjin minn Gasol? Gasol ġabithom mil-loan ukoll? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, I didn’t say that. Gasol got their funds, like everybody else, through the financial model through the loans. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Però, Sur Apap Bologna, tapprezza li… 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Imma qallek li l-€1 miljun tahulu GEM Holdings. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Apap Bologna, inti tapprezza li f’dan il-kuntratt GEM Holdings obbligat ruħha li tħallas lil Yorgen €2.5 miljun. Tikkonċedi li dan ifisser li Yorgen seta’ meta ried abbażi ta’ dan il-kuntratt idur fuq GEM Holdings għal €2.5 miljun? Jiġifieri dak ukoll żball li ma speċifikajtux? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, it’s not a mistake because it’s back-to-back with another contract. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dan huwa kuntratt fejn GEM Holdings se tagħti €2.5 miljun lil NES, li hija ta’ Yorgen. B’dan il-kuntratt Yorgen, meta ried, seta’ dar fuqkom u qalilkom: Agħtuni ż-€2.5 miljun li wegħedtuni intom, GEM Holdings, għax jien ma’ GEM Holdings għamilt dan il-ftehim. Imbagħad, seta’ hemm kuntratt ieħor, li jekk Alla jrid narawh, fejn hemm ukoll obbligazzjoni ta’ Gasol li se tħallsu adirittura €1.5 miljun oħra. 
DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Le, mhux oħra. Tibdewx iddawwru li qal ix-xhud. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Iva, abbażi tal-kuntratti oħra, għax hawnhekk m’hawn l-ebda riferenza... 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Mhux hekk qallek, Dr Fenech Adami. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hawnhekk iż-€2.5 miljun qed tobbliga ruħha li tħallashom GEM Holdings u mhux Gasol. Qed naqblu fuq hekk? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, we agree on that. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jien ukoll qed nieħu l-impressjoni li dan il-ftehim ġie ffirmat ta’ malajr, u ħa ngħidlek għalfejn. Ħa nagħmillek riferenza għal paragrafu 2.1 li tgħid hekk: 

“GEM…”, 

Jiġifieri l-kumpanija tiegħek...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Mhux il-kumpanija tiegħu. Huwa minority shareholder fiha. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Il-kumpanija ta’ Gasan, Fenech, NES, u Apap Bologna. 

“GEM hereby engages NES to undertake the Project Services...”. 

Ismagħha għax din hija l-klassika ta’ kuntratt  maħdum bil-għaġġla. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jew maħdum minn accountants mhux minn avukati. Għandhom ħabta l-accountants. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imbagħad ikompli jgħid:

 “...and GEM hereby agrees to provide the Project Services...”. 

X’taħwid hu dan? GEM Holdings engages NES però GEM Holdings agrees to provide the services. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: NES was set up on 13 June 2014 and this refers to NES and this was done on 1st August 2014, so it’s very close to when NES was set up. 
IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Yes, but do you understand that... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: NES was set up on 7 June 2014 so this is now referring to the NES, it is not referring to Yorgen Fenech but to the new company. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Għax l-ewwel kien hemm Yorgen imbagħad saret kumpanija. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: This is referring to the new company... 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: But do you understand… 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Let him finish. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma mhux dik hija l-mistoqsija li qed jagħmillek iċ-Chairman.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Mhux dik hija l-mistoqsija tiegħi. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: If this is referring to the way it’s drafted, I can see the way it’s drafted, but it’s referring to works that were done and works that were… 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Le. Sur Apap Bologna, tapprezza li l-kuntratt qiegħed jitkellem fuq x’inhu l-inkarigu. Hawnhekk qed jgħid li “GEM engages NES” imbagħad qed jgħid li “GEM agrees to provide the services”. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri jien qed inqabbad lilek biex tagħmel xi ħaġa imma jien qed ngħidlek li se nagħmilha jien u int ma trid tagħmel xejn. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dan l-agreement qed jgħid li GEM Holdings qed tqabbad lil NES, però GEM Holdings se tagħmel dak li qed tqabbad lil NES biex tagħmel. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Però the end result huwa li ma nbidlitx id-deċiżjoni. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ħallik mid-deċiżjoni. Jien qed nistaqsih jekk jifhimx li dan il-paragrafu... 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Ħadd mhu qed jifhem. 
IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ħalli nispjegalek.  Tassumix li għax ma tifhimx int, ma jifhem ħadd. Is-Sur Apap Boloogna qed jifhem. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The funds were conditioned that we’re getting the money... from Gasol. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Apap Bologna, hawnhekk hawn li GEM Holdings engages NES, imbagħad GEM Holdings agrees to provide the service. Imma qiegħed tirrealizza li l-aktar klawsola importanti f’dan il-kuntratt ma tagħmilx sens? Dak li qed nistaqsik.  U allura l-mistoqsija hija: Dan il-kuntratt sar bil-għaġġla? Qed tifhem x’inhi l-mistoqsija? 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Diġà rrisponda, Sur President, u qalilkom li l-kuntratt ma sarx bil-għaġġla. Sar minn accountants, ma sarx minnu, ma sarx minn avukati, u qed jgħidilkom li hemm back-to-back... 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imma mhux dik hi l-mistoqsija tiegħi. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Li Gasol kellhom iħallsu lil GEM Holdings u GEM Holdings iħallsu lil NES għax NES kienet se tagħmel ix-xogħol... 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Tixhedx inti.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Tista’ tispjegali l-kontradizzjoni li fih paragrafu 2.1? Dak li qed nipprova nistaqsik. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Staqsi lil min għamel id-drafting. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dr deMarco, qed nistaqsi lil in iffirmah! 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Iffirmah hu! 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Inti qed tifhem li f’dan il-kuntratt, skont m’hawn miktub hawn, huma GEM Holdings li kellhom jagħmlu x-xogħol u mhux Yorgen, u allura iż-€2.5 miljun li ħa Yorgen ma jibqgħux ġustifikati? Qed naqralek: 

“GEM hereby agrees to provide the Project Services”. 

Mela dan huwa kuntratt biex suppost jaħtar lil Yorgen to provide the project services, però oħroġ il-għaġeb, il-klawsola tgħid l-oppost. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: This is a contract that is signed between NES and GEM Holdings. The contract was put in place for NES to provide the services that were done. I didn’t draft this contract; yes, I did sign it but I didn’t draft it.  I have answered all the questions you asked me and I don’t have anymore answers to the questions that you are asking me. 

ONOR. GLENN BEIDNGFIELD: Dan il-kuntratt m’għamiltx id-drafting tiegħu inti, imma jirrifletti dak li kontu ftehemtu intom?  

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ir-risposta hija le. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Aħna ftehemna bejnietna li NES kien se jagħmel ix-xogħol ta’ dawk is-servizzi kollha li hemm miktubin fil-kuntratt l-ieħor ta’ project development services u NES għamel dak ix-xogħol. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Dan il-kuntratt jirrifletti dak li intom ftehmtu? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Le.  Qed naqralu. 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Mr Chairman, forsi trid tpoġġi n-naħa l-oħra tal-mejda?

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Meta tkun qiegħed fuq is-siġġu tax-xhud inti, irrispondi inti!

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jaħasra dan kollu qiegħed iswed fuq l-abjad.  Naqblu li paragrafu 2.1 jgħid totalment l-oppost ta’ dak li qed tgħid inti? 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Are you asking his opinion? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: I’m asking him to state a fact. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Int diġà wasalt għall-opinjoni u qed titolbu jikkonferma l-opinjoni tiegħek. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Le, jien qed nipprova nfiehmek imma inti diffiċli biex tifhem.  Hu diġà fehem. 
ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Il-mistoqsija hija jekk dan huwiex żball jew sarx apposta. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Int diġà wasalt għall-konklużjoni u trid lix-xhud jaqbel miegħek. Dik fhimtha; affarijiet oħrajn, skużani imma  għadni ma nistax nifhmek. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Onor. Bedingfield, bil-permess tal-Kumitat, spjegali kif paragrafu 2.1 jinkwadra f’dan li qed jgħid. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Ma nistax nifhem fejn trid tasal, però li naf żgur huwa li inti wasalt għall-konklużjoni u trid li x-xhud jikkonferma l-konklużjoni li inti wasalt għaliha. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jien qed nistaqsi lix-xhud:  Wara li taqra paragrafu 2.1, tikkonferma li dan qed jgħid l-oppost ta’ dak li qed tgħid int? Għidli iva jew le, imbagħad jiġġudika min għandu jiġġudika. Inti qed tgħid ħaġa, u paragrafu 2.1 qed jgħid l-oppost. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: NES was engaged by GEM Holdings to do the services that GEM Holdings requested it to do. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dan x’qed tgħid int li suppost ġara. Il-paragrafu x’qed jgħid? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: That is what happened. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Però naqblu li l-paragrafu qed jgħid l-oppost? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I didn’t draft this document, so I will not give my opinion on this document. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: But this is basic English and you’re very well versed in English so you can read that. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Thank you for the compliment. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Absolutely, u verament titkellem f’Ingliż tajjeb.  Naqblu li dak li hemm miktub bl-Ingliż huwa l-oppost ta’ dan li qed tgħidli int, u allura dan il-kuntratt ma jiswix il-linka li ntużat biex jiġi stampat?  Dak li qed nipprova nistaqsik.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri dak li qed jgħidlek huwa li dan il-kuntratt huwa fażull. Qed ngħidulek li dan sar biex jiġġustifika affarijiet oħra. Jiġifieri qed ngħidlek li biex tgħattu l-€1 miljun li tajtu lil Yorgen Fenech ivvintajtu dan il-kuntratt. Dak li qed ngħidlek.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: That’s very much not the case and I’m not going to accept being told and having accusations like that made about me.  Everything that we have done is in the books of GEM Holdings and NES  and everything was done correctly. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: L-ewwel darba ġejt hawnhekk u għedtilna li kien hemm misprint. Issa f’daqqa waħda kollu ħażin!

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Però għadek ma spjegajtx kif dan li hawn miktub huwa l-oppost ta’ dak li suppost ftehmtu. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I will still not accept to be accused that this is a false document and that we did wrong things. What you’re trying to do is that you’re trying to put words into my mouth, you’re turning the questions around over and over again... 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Dak huwa xogħolna.  Aħna nużaw ħafna mill-ħin tagħna biex neżaminaw dawn il-kuntratti. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I have told you exactly what happened and how it happened. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sur Apap Bologna, meta ġejt hawnhekk tixhed l-ewwel darba rriferejtek għal xi ħaġa u għedtli li taf li hemm żball. Jien aċċettajtha u erġajt rajt il-kuntratt u bdejna naraw li mhux żball wieħed hemm imma ħafna żbalji.  U jien, li modestament għamilt ftit xogħol ta’ kuntratti, naf li żbalji ta’ dan it-tip ma jsirux daqshekk, speċjalment meta hemm ammonti kbar. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dan huwa l-paragrafu fundamentali. L-iskop ta’ dan il-kuntratt huwa paragrafu 2.1, li mingħajru ma jagħmilx sens il-kuntratt. U paragrafu 2.1 jgħid l-oppost ta’ dan li qed tgħid inti. 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Sur Apap Bologna, jekk ma jimpurtax, forsi nippruvaw nifhmu ftit.  Aktar qabel għamilna riferenza għat-tielet paragrafu li hemm f’paġna 2, fejn hemm:

“WHEREAS, NES, has among other things, been working on...”

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hemmhekk diġà qalilna li hemm żball. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Hemmhekk qal li nsew lil Gasol. 

ONOR. CLAYTON BAROTLO: Le, jien qed nirriferi għall-paragrafu ta’ fuqu. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Meta nkiteb dan, Gasol... 

ONOR. CLAYTON BAROLO: Le, jien qed nirriferi għall-paragrafu ta’ fuqu fejn jitkellem dwar sourcing and organising... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Anke hemmhekk lil Gasol insewh, meta l-aħħar darba xehed li kienu diġà avviċinaw lil Gasol. 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Ippermettili, għax jien mhux fuq il-Gasol qed nitkellem. Sur Apap Bologna, x’inhu l-heading tal-paragrafu 2.1 li qed issir riferenza għalih? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Consultancy services. 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Jekk immorru iżjed ‘il fuq, f’paragrafu (f), hemm consultancy services hemmhekk? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Naħseb żball ieħor dan! 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Le, Sur President, għax jista’ jkun... 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dan huwa kuntratt fejn kollox huwa hotchpotch; klawsoli ejja ħa mmorru. 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Sur President, ilna għal ma nafx kemm ħin hawnhekk, tippruvaw tagħmlu allegazzjonijiet... 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kompli bil-mistoqsijiet tiegħek qed tipprova dan li qed ngħidu aħna. 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Mela ħa nkompli bil-mistoqsijiet, imma ma jikkonferma xejn dak li qed tgħidu intom. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: 

“...NES has, among othe things, been working on sourcing and organising Maltese contractors and professional advisers and interfacing with authorities on the project.”. 

That, as far as I’m concerned, is consultancy services. 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Jiġifieeri hawnhekk qed nagħmlu riferenza għall-consultancy services. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Consultancy servies and putting the project together. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dan mhux kuntratt, imma project services.  U jgħidlek eżatt x’inhu. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Biex nagħmluha ċara, aħna qegħdin nitolbuk iġġibilna l-kuntratti kollha li ġew iffirmati bejn il-kumpaniji nvoluti, jiġifieri minn  ElectroGas ‘l isfel, li huma back-to-back ma’ dan, jew li jiffurmaw parti minn din is-sistema, biex aħna nifhmu dan il-kuntratt u oħrajn xi jgħidu, x’kien il-ftehim. Dak li qegħdin nitolbuk. Forsi s-Segretarja terġa’ tagħmillek it-talba bil-miktub ħalli ma jkunx hemm dubji dwar dak li qegħdin nitolbu. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ħalli nagħmillek riferenza oħra għal dan il-kuntratt.  Paragrafu 3 li hemm f’paġna 3, jgħid hekk: 

“This Agreement shall be effective as of…” 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Aħna se nagħmlu appuntament għal kull nhar ta’ Erbgħa? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien m’għandix għaġġla. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Aħna dejjem niltaqgħu u għandna pjaċir bikom meta tiġu nhar ta’ Erbgħa. Jien u l-Onor Bedingfield ilna xhur sħaħ niltaqgħu dejjem nhar ta’ Erbgħa fis-2:00 p.m. Mela ħalli nkompli fuq id-duration. 
“This Agreement shall be effective as of the date hereof until the earlier of (i) Interim Bridge Close or the date of termination of the Project Development Agreement.”. 

Tista’ tgħidilna d-date of termination of the project development agreement?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, because I don’t have the contract with me. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: But would you recall?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, I don’t recall. If I recalled I would have given you...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imma xi tfisser “the termination of the project development agreement”?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I would have to refer to the contract.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Inti qed tirreferi għall-ewwel waħda. L-aħħar  darba għedtilna li ħlas tal-€1 miljun saru meta ġrat l-ewwel ħaġa, jiġifieri l-“Interim Bridge Close”. Meta intom ħadtu l-loan, ħallastu l-€1 miljun lil NES.  Dik ġrat l-ewwel. Mhux hekk?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Apap Bologna, paragrafu 3 jgħid hekk:

“This Agreement shall be effective as of the date hereof until the earlier of (i) Interim Bridge Close, or the date of termination of the Project Development Agreement.”.

Xi tfisser interim bridge close?  You have said something about it last time, imma biex nifhmu l-klawsola kollha.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The interim bridge close is when you have the first bridge with the banks to raise the first amount of money for the project. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mela skont dan il-ftehim kellkom tħallsu lil Yorgen €2.5 miljun, jew meta tieħdu l-ewwel loan or the date of termination of the project development agreement. X’kienet the date of the termination of the project development agreement?
IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: As I said, I don’t know.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Would you recall jekk kenitx qabel l-interim bridge close? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I told you I don’t know the date.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Meta ddeċidejtu li tħallsu l-€1 miljun...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I have to refer back to the documents. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Naprezza, imma kieku tweġibna llum forsi naqtgħuha.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I am being asked all these question and I don’t know what relevance they’ve got to the NAO report.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Il-Project Development Agreement huwa l-ftehim li sar bejn il-kumpaniji kollha nvoluti f’dan il-proġett, li bih ftehemu kif se jaħdmu fuq dan il-proġett biex ilestuh. Jiġifieri jien għandi nifhem li termination ta’ dan il-ftehim huwa meta l-proġett kien lest. Ma tistax tkun qabel, għax intom ma xoljejtux. Il-proġett lestejtuh.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The Project Development Agreement is the agreement where the parties were putting the whole consortium on the project together. So that was the first stage. Then, the success fee was based on the finalisation of the project. So there were two instances where payments were made. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Iva, imma inti għedtilna li l-interim bridge close ġrat ħafna qabel.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, it did. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U dik hija meta ħadtu l-finanzjament mill-banek, wara li l-Gvern ta l-garanzija...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, that is absolutely wrong again. That was the 110 at the halfway point, as I have mentioned before quite a number of times.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Apap Bologna, se nirrilevalek żball ieħor f’dan il-ftehim. Filwaqt li f’paragrafu 3 qegħdin tgħidu “until the earlier of (i) Interim Bridge Close, or the date of termination of the Project Development Agreement”, f’paragrafu 5 tinsew dawn u tgħidu “Upon Interim Bridge Close and upon GEM receiving the development fees in full from ElectroGas Limited”, se tħallsu €2.5 miljun lil Yorgen Fenech.  Jiġifieri addio termination of the Project Development Agreement. Meta tara dawn il-kontradizzjonijiet, fejn f’paragrafu tgħidu li jiġi tterminat bl-either/or u f’paragrafu ieħor b’and... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t know what you trying to get to. I have explained the whole process, and what I get from the other side of the table is that there are certain insinuations being made. That is putting a big element of mistrust.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mr Apap Bologna, but I’m not inventing. Jien qed nimxi paragrafu, paragrafu.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I am not inventing either. I told you exactly how the process moved ahead and how it happened.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: You have to explain the contradictions. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  I have explained. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  No, you are not explaining why there are these contradictions. You have a line of thought but you do not explain these contradictions. And these contradictions do not fit into your line of thought.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: And so do you all have a line of thought.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ovvjament.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: His line of thought does not seem to fit into yours.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Yes, but he has to explain the contradictions that there are in every other clause.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: He is trying.
ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ħalli nirreferik għal paragrafu 5.2, fejn hemm kontradizzjoni akbar. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Aqbdu l-accountants li għamlu d-drafting tal-agreement u kellmu lilhom.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiddikjara min huma u nħarrkuhom.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Hu jista’ jgħidilkom x’kien l-intendiment dwar il-ftehim. Dak li qed jgħidilkom.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Għidilna min huma mela. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imma tapprezza li f’kull paragrafu li għandna quddiemna hemm xi ħaġa differenti...?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dan il-kuntratt min kitbu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t know. I have to go back and ask.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Paragrafu 5.2 jispiċċa hekk:

“For the avoidance of doubt, if Interim Bridge Close does not occur no fee shall be payable.”

Kif jista’ jkun dan, jekk tliet paragrafi qabel hemm li l-fee hija dovuta mal-interim bridge close jew mat-termination of the Project Development Agreement?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It’s one or the other; interim bridge close or the date of termination of the Project Development Agreement. So it’s either one of the other. And over there it says here that it will done at the interim bridge close.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri hekk tfisser għalik din?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Tajjeb.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jingħad ukoll li f’każ ta’ nuqqas ta’ qbil bejn NES u GEM Holdings hemm proċess ta’ kif jingħataw in-notices. Però dawn inzertaw żewġ uffiċini fl-istess uffiċċju. Ma taħsibx li li tinbagħat notice minn desk għal desk biex tinnotifikaw fuq nuqqas ta’ qbil...? Dan mhux każ ieħor ta’ cut and paste excercise?

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: X’għandu x’jaqsam?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ħafna għandu x’jaqsam.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Stajtu krejtu uffiċċju xi mkien ieħor?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No it’s not cut and paste.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Naqblu li dawn iż-żewġ kumpaniji, NES u GEM Holdings, għandhom uffiċċju fl-istess uffiċċju?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes they do.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Naqblu wkoll li f’dan il-ftehim hemm proċess ta’ komunikazzjoni f’sensila ta’ ittri minn desk għal desk fl-istess uffiċċju. Jekk qed tgħid hekk, allura qed tgħid hekk.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Inti taħseb li dawn kollha jkunu at their desk?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Aħna nafu li ma jkun hemm ħadd fuq id-desk. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: It’s a cut and paste excercise.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kien hemm ftehim ieħor ta’ dan it-tip? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  I don’t understand the question.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Ara rajna dan il-ftehim; urejnik li nafu li jeżisti u allura inti ġibtulna. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Again, din hija insinwazzjoni...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:   Qiegħed ninsinwa lili nnifsi.   Nista’ ninsinwa lili nnifsi?
DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Le, ġaladarba l-insinwazzjoni mentali tiegħek qiegħed tagħmilha pubblika, allura m’intix qed tinsinwa lilek innifsek, imma qed tinsinwa lil min qed tagħmel id-domanda. U jien noġġezzjona li kull domanda ssir b’insinwazzjoni.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kien hemm xi ftehim ieħor ta’ dan it-tip, dwar ħlasijiet li kellha tieħu NES, jew xi ħadd ieħor mill-kumpaniji jew persuni nvoluti?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I have already explained to you what contracts there are, and you have requested for me to get them. Those are the contracts that there are.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mela jien qed nitolbok iġġib anke l-kuntratti l-oħra li m’intix qed tirriferi għalihom imma li huma ta’ dan it-tip. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: What do you mean by “dan it-tip”? Għidlu xi trid u jġibhomlok, dejjem jekk għandkom dritt għalihom.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Dejjem qed nitkellmu fuq kumpaniji li jissemmew fir-rapport tal-Awditur.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Iva, jien m’iniex qed nitolbok informazzjoni dwar kumpaniji li m’għandhom x’jaqsmu xejn. Jiġifieri m’iniex qed nitolbok dwar jekk kien hemm xi ħadd li ta servizz lil kumpanija, imma qed nitolbok għal ftehim li hemm bejn kumpaniji minn ElectroGas ‘l isfel sax-shareholders bejniethom, mhux ma’ terzi.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I would appreciate if you could be really specific about the contracts that you need.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien qed ngħidlek li ma nafx li jeżistu. Jien kont naf li jeżisti dan, staqsejtek għalih u ġibtuli. Issa qed nistaqsik jekk jeżistux oħrajn. Jekk jeżistu oħrajn inti se tkun taf, għax tkun iffirmajthom.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Bejn min?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Diġà spjegajt, bejn ElectroGas u x-shareholders, jew ix-shareholders bejniethom, għax hawnhekk qed nitkellmu dwar ix-shareholders bejniethom...
DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Imma dawn jidħlu fl-Auditor General’s report?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dan huwa l-mod kif sar il-proġett u xi ħlasijiet saru.  Mhux hekk?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Ma nafx.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien li qrajt ir-rapport tal-Awditur nifhem...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Il-ħlasijiet li saru bejn ix-shareholders ma sarux minn fondi pubbliċi.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: U ma kenux fl-NAO report.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Huma konsegwenza tal-fondi pubbliċi li ntużaw. Ma ninsewx li dan il-proġett seta’ jsir f’parti minnu għax il-Gvern daħal garanti għal dak li kienu qed jitolbu...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Imma dawk kienu affarijiet tal-Gvern, ma kenux affarijiet tagħna.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: La ntużaw fondi pubbliċi biex ħadtu vantaġġ u biex għamiltu l-flus minnfuqhom, allura huma ta’ concern għal dan il-Kumitat.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Il-garanzija kienet hemmhekk, imma...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: M’għamlux qliegħ minnfuqhom. L-aħħar darba qallek li ħallsu madwar €11 miljun.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: We paid over €11 million for that guarantee.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: And it never came into fruition.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien se nerġa’ nistaqsik: Jeżistu xi ftehim ieħor ta’ dan it-tip, li bih tħallset, jew NES jew xi kumpanija oħra?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I have already answered you.  There are contracts between the different parties, but I don’t remember exactly all the different contracts. You are asking me  about certain contracts, and I will refer back to you.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mela ħalli nibdew pass pass. Jien qed nitolbok tgħaddilna kopja, però anke jekk ma jirnexxilekx tgħaddilna kopja, nixtieq li tagħmilli lista ta’ dawn il-kuntratti li jeżistu, għax inti taf li jeżistu dawn il-kuntratti.  Naqblu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t think I signed off all the contracts, but I will go back and...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma taf x’hemm. Taf x’kienet l-istruttura...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Of the cuff I don’t... You are talking about contracts that were done in 2013 and 2014. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: M’iniex qed nippretendi li tgħidli issa. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Apap Bologna, abbażi ta’ paragrafu 5 żgur li hemm xi forma ta’ ftehim bejn Gasol u GEM Holdings.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Hu stess għadu kif qalilkom. Għaliex qed tagħmluha qishom skoprejtuha intom, meta diġà qalilkom ix-xhud?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Iva, għalhekk qed nistaqsuh għalihom.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qalilkom li Gasol...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Makes good television.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Qed nagħmel popolari, Onor. Bedingfield, bit-television.  Mhux għax għandek bżonn għax popolari ħafna, imma kull għajnuna tgħodd. 

Mela hemm ftehim bejn ElectroGas u GEM Holdings, imbagħad hemm tfehim stand alone bejn Gasol u GEM Holdings, imbagħad hemm id-delegation lil Yorgen Fenech tal-obbligi li kellha GEM Holdings.  U dan kien fil-konfront ta’ ElectroGas biss jew anke fir-relazzjoni ma’ Gasol? Għalfejn inħass il-bżonn li Gasol tagħmel ftehim oltre l-ftehim l-ieħor tax-shareholders ta’ ElectroGas flimkien?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: That was an agreement  that Mr Fenech had made directly with Gasol.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Iva, imma għalfejn inħass il-bżonn?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Because they must have... I don’t know and I am...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imma l-proġett ta’ ElectroGas.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t know.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma mhux inti kont il-persuna li ġibt lil Gasol on board? Allura kif il-ftehim jagħmlu Yorgen Fenech?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Imma hekk sar.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I have already said in the first sitting that at the beginning of the project we met up with Mr George Fenech, Mr George Fenech wanted Yorgen to take the lead, and Yorgen Fenech took the lead. I was there and I helped him in setting up, but he took the lead in all of this. It was agreed unanimously by the shareholders that he was going to take the lead and then he asked for the compensation. You have the answer, I’ve given it to you multiple times.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Għalfejn inħass il-bżonn li minbarra li jkun hemm ftehim bejn ElectroGas...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I think you need to ask Gasol that.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: No, I’m asking you because you signed this agreement, imbagħad meta niġu għal Gasol nistaqsuhom ukoll. Jien qed nistaqsi lilek għax inti ffirmajtu. Meta taqra dan il-ftehim tifhem li barra l-ftehim ta’ ElectroGas, Gasol waħedha qisu tidħol fi ftehim hi wkoll ma’ GEM Holdings jew ma Yorgen, għax tant hemm  li qed nipprova naqbad kemm-il ftehim hemm. Għalfejn Gasol, one of the shareholders...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I was not involved in the negotiation with Gasol.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: No, but you make a reference to it here.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: We make a reference to it over there because when we signed this agreement we were informed that that was an agreement that was being made. We accepted it as shareholders and we signed off on it. But I not privy to the arrangement for the amount that Gasol paid.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: But when you signed this you became privy to the fact that it seems, from what I understand...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, but in a verbal discussion that we had together, it was agreed that €1.5 million was going to be paid from Gasol to GEM Holdings. That was agreed by Mr Yorgen Fenech with that party. But I was not privy...
 
IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jiġifieri Siemens ma kellha tħallas xejn lil Yorgen, SOCAR ma kellha tħallas xejn lil Yorgen, però Gasol u intom qiskom ħassejtu l-bżonn li tħallsuh lil Yorgen. Għalfejn inħass il-bżonn li Gasol waħedha, lil hinn minn ElectroGas u mingħajr Siemens u  mingħajr SOCAR, u mingħajrkom...?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I can only answer for what we committed to. I cannot answer...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: No, but you signed for this agreement and you’re saying that it’s back- to-back to this agreement.  So you are aware.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  But I was not privy to the discussions.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: But what sense does it make to you that one of the shareholders, Gasol...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: But, Mr Chairman, I don’t think it is fair that you ask him why Gasol took on certain responsabilities...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: It’s in his interest because it’s his project.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: What’s in his interest is that someone paid. That’s all.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: He is a shareholder of...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Wara kollox mhux lilu se jħallas.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dr de Marco, il-proġett huwa ta’ ElectroGas. Għal xi raġuni...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Huwa ma kienx direttur ta’ ElectroGas.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kien shareholder.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Bħalma kien ta’ GEM Holdings.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kien direttur ta’ GEM Holdings, li hija shareholder.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: GEM Holdings kienet rappreżentata minn Yorgen Fenech bħala direttur fuq ElectroGas.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Le, d-direttur ta’ GEM Holdings huwa s-sinjur. Huwa ffirma f’isem GEM Holdings, ma’ Mark Gasan. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hawnhekk hu qed jiffirma.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Hawnhekk hu qed jiffirma.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Imma fuq ElectroGas mhux hu kien id-direttur. Dan li qed ngħid.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: M’għandux x’jaqsam. Aħna fuq mhux fuq hekk qed nistaqsuh.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jien qed nipprova nifhem kif is-sinjur, li ffirma dan il-kuntratt mal-kumpanija ta’ Yorgen, għalfejn aċċetta. Ma jistaqsix dik x’inhi? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Għalfejn inġorra jien u mhux ħaddieħor?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għalih kien qed jagħmel ħafna xogħol. Qalilkom x’kien ix-xogħol, imma ma tridux tafu.
IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Allura Siemens ma ħassewx dan l-obbligu?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Min qallek li Siemens m’għandhomx xi arranġament, forsi ma’ SOCAR? Staqsuhom!

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Le ma’ Yorgen Fenech. Jien naħseb li m’għandhomx.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Staqsi jekk l-oħrajn għandhomx ma’ Gasol.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ħalli nistaqsih. Sur Apap Bologna, GEM Holdings għandhom ftehim ma’ Yorgen Fenech, Gasol għandhom ftehim...?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Għandhom tfehim ma’ NES jew le?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Ask them.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: No, he might know.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t know. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: And you wouldn’t ask, or discuss informally or formally.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jew bi Skype?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: SOCAR għandhom ftehim ma’ Yorgen Fenech?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t know.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imma Gasol għandhom.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes. With GEM Holdings.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mela tnejn minn erbgħa ddeċidew li jagħtuh €2.5 miljun u t-tnejn l-oħra bank holiday, ma jħallsu xejn!  Minkejja li l-proġett huwa tagħhom.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Imma min qallek? Staqsi lil Gasol jekk l-oħrajn kellhomx ftehim magħhom. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kieku jirriżultalna li żewġ shareholders ftehmu ma’ Yorgen Fenech, però ż-żewġ shareholders l-oħra, SOCAR u Siemens, ma ġihomx f’moħħhom li jagħtuh €2.5 miljun bejniethom...?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: At the end of the day, and it’s in the NAO report, Gasol were the lead company in this project putting the whole development of the project together. And that was being held by Mr Yorgen Fenech. So they took the lead on that. If they took the lead and did all the work... Because part of the it was putting SOCAR and Siemens and everybody together, so they wouldn’t have even been at that point in time.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: How is it that the two shareholders agreed to pay €2.5 million, and the other two shareholders did not undertake, at least from what you are aware, to pay €2.5 million to Yorgen. Għalfejn ġarrejtuh intom, GEM Holdings u Gasol, dan il-piż?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Aħna ġarrejna l-piż ta’ €1 miljun.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: U l-€1.5 miljun l-ieħor...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Ta’ Gasol.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: U ż-żewġ shareholders l-oħra ma jerfgħux biċċa? Dawk shareholders daqskom.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Għal li jista’ jkun inti d-difensur tagħhom? Mhux  affarijiet ta’ bejniethom dawn?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jien qed nipprova nagħmel sens minn x’ġara u ma ġarax.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Intom ma tagħmlux sens.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mhuwiex spjegabbli kif żewġ shareholders joħorġu €2.5 miljun u ż-żewġ shareholders l-oħra ma joħorġu xejn.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Imma kif tista’, bħala deputat, tistaqsi fuq affarijiet interni ta’ dawn il-kumpaniji, u x’seta’ ġara u ma ġarax?  Tara stramba “dik” u tara stramba l-“oħra”... Mela inti taf kollox? Hemm affarijiet li ġraw bejn kumpaniji interni, li fl-opinjoni tiegħi, m’għandhom x’jaqsmu xejn mal-eżitu ta’ kif spiċċa ngħata l-kuntratt. Dawn huma internal workings ta’ kumpaniji. Qegħdin tistaqsu fuq affarijiet li huma...
IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dik hija l-opinjoni tiegħek. Importanti li dawn il-mistoqsijiet qed nagħmluhom aħna u mhux inti.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Din hija l-opinjoni tiegħi. Aħna ma nagħmlux mistoqsijiet frivoli.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Onor. Bedingfield, issa meta jkollok l-opportunità tagħmel mistoqsijiet, nispera li tagħmilhom, u nispera li tagħmel mistoqsijiet iktar rilevanti minn dawk li donnu qed nagħmlu aħna.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Bla dubju. Serraħ rasek li se jkunu mistoqsijiet rilevanti għas-suġġett li għandna quddiemna llum, mhux x’suppost għamel “dak”, u x’suppost għamel l-“ieħor”, u x’rajna stramb, eċċ.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hekk hu. Aħna qed nagħmlu xogħolna biex naraw eżattament x’ġara. Hemm affarijiet li f’moħħna mhumiex ċari, u qegħdin nagħmlu mistoqsijiet, fosthom li...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes but the feeling that I am getting is that for every answer that I give, you...in another way.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: ...minn erba’ shareholders, tnejn qablu li joħorġu €2.5 miljun, u t-tnejn l-oħra, ma nafux. 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Imbagħad staqsu lilhom!  Se jkollkom ċans tistaqsuhom għax, allajbierek, ippreżentajtu lista ma tispiċċa qatt.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ministru, se jkollna l-mument biex nistaqsuhom ukoll.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: M’għandix dubju. Ejjew immexxu.  Se noqgħodu neħlu!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sur Apap Bologna, inti x’kuntatt għandek ma’ SOCAR?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t understand the question that you are asking. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Matul is-snin x’relazzjoni kellek ma’ SOCAR?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The relationship with SOCAR came through Gasol. Gasol were working with SOCAR in the Benin region. They had a contract with them.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dwar xiex?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: A development of...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: X’kellek x’taqsam ma’ SOCAR matul is-snin?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Ma kellix.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ngħid sew li inti kont broker għal xi ħaġa ma’ SOCAR?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Tista’ tgħidli x’inhi r-rilevanza ta’ dan mal-Auditor General’s report, jekk jogħġbok?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ħallih ħa jwieġeb.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Le, m’iniex se nħallih iwieġeb għal domandi li huma barra mir-remit tal-Kumitat u li inti m’għandekx l-awtorità tistaqsi.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jekk irid ma jweġibx.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jekk inti qiegħed hawn biex tagħmel platform politiku għas-spejjeż tas-Sur Apap Bologna, m’iniex se nħallik.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dottoressa...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Tista’ tagħtih parir iwieġeb u ma jweġibx, però l-Onor. Aquilina jista’ jagħmel mistoqsijiet...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Il-qorti diġà għamlet ċerti affermazzjonijiet dwar l-andament hawn ġewwa. Jekk jogħġobkom tkomplux. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dak narawh aħna.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Aħna nerfgħu r-responsabilità ta’ kull ma nagħmlu aħna hawn ġew.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Iva, imma anke l-qorti rrimarkat.
IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Il-qorti ddeċidiet li r-rikors li sar jintefa’ barra mit-tieqa. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Però qaltlek affarijiet oħra.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Il-qorti qalet ħafna affarijiet, fosthom li dan il-Kumitat m’għandux jintuża bħala platform for politically loaded comments and which are not objective declerations connected with the public fulfillment of the role.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Naprezza l-opinjoni tal-qorti.  Nirringrazzjak.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Hija deċiżjoni tal-qorti.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Deċiżjoni hija d-decide, x’jiġi deċiż.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Imbagħad jgħidu li aħna arroganti!

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Din kienet parti li ġiet ikkwotota fil-Malta Today u fil-Malta Independent ukoll.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Safejn naf jien is-Sur Apap Bologna ma kellux x’jaqsam ma’ dawk il-proċeduri.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Però l-qorti kkumentat dwar domandi li saru lis-Sur Apap Bologna f’dawn il-proċeduri.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mas-SOCAR inti...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: M’iniex se nħallih jirrispondi domandi li huma b’dan il-mod.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Lilna ma timpressjonaniex billi tagħmel hekk.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jien ma jien qed inbeżża’ lil ħadd, però lanqas inti ma int se tintimida lix-xhud. Għalhekk qiegħda hawnhekk jien, biex ma nħalli l-ebda intimidazzjoni tax-xhud.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Nassigurak li inti, lanqas bil-karriera brillanti tiegħek, qatt m’int se jirnexxilek b’xi mod tintimida lil xi ħadd bħali. Jien m’għandi l-ebda biżgħa jew...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Mela inti se tiġi ntimidat minni!?  X’affarijiet dawn!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ara taħseb li b’xi mod se ddejjaqni jew timpressjonani.  Aħna ma bżajniex minn....se nibżgħu minn ħaddieħor?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jien m’iniex hawn, la biex indejqek u lanqas biex nimpressjonak. L-aħħar persuna li naħseb li se nimpressjona. Però jien qiegħda hawn biex nara li d-drittijiet tal-klijent tiegħi jiġu salvagwardjati.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kollha kemm huma. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għandu dritt li joħroġ minn Artiklu 6. Inti ma temminx fih, Onor. Aquilina?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien nemmen fil-liġi.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Ma temminx f’Artiklu 6?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien ma nemminx fil-kriminali. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Lanqas jien ma nemmen fil-kriminali, però inti għandek temmen fid-dritt...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U jien ma nitħallasx mill-kriminali.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ieqaf, Onor. Aquilina.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jekk l-Onor. Aquilina ma jafx x’inhu avukat, jiddispjaċini għalih. Jekk l-Onor. Aquilina...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jimporta inkompli l-mistoqsijiet?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Mr Chairman, jekk jogħġbok, tista’ twaqqaf lill-Onor. Aquilina, għax huwa completely out of line?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma jimpurtax. Qed nistaqsi mistoqsija jien u inti qed tagħmel minn kollox biex ix-xhud ma jweġibiex.
DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Le, le, le, le. Jien naħseb li l-Onor. Aquilina għandu jitgħallem x’inhuma d-drittijiet...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Se tgħallimni inti?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: ...u jekk għalih id-drittijiet tal-individwu ma jeżistux, u jekk għalih id-dritt ta’ smiegħ xieraq hija xi ħaġa li huwa jikkalpesta, mela allura l-Onor. Aquilina m’għandux post hawn ġew.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma tiddeċediex inti min għandu post hawnhekk, jiddeċiedi l-poplu, u inti m’intix il-poplu.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Però inti ma tistax toħnoq id-dritt ta’ bniedem li qed jidher hawnhekk, li għandu dritt li jkollu avukat... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiddeċiedi l-elettorat min ikun hawnhekk.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jien m’iniex hawn biex niġi eletta.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hekk hu.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Imma aħna eletti mill-poplu u inti ma tistax... 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Issa jekk inti qiegħed tagħmel dak li proprju l-qorti qaltlek li ma tistax tagħmel, li huma policitally loaded and biased comments hawnhekk...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Le, jaħasra, l-qorti ma qalitx hekk.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: ...mela allura kompli agħmel hekk. Kompli irfes id-drittijiet tan-nies! 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Il-qorti ma qalitx hekk.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Apap Bologna, il-mistoqsija li għamillek l-Onor. Aquilina kienet jekk inti għamiltx brokerage ta’ xi ħaġa.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Xi brokerage għamilt ma’ SOCAR?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jien qed nagħtik id-direzzjoni u l-parir li jistaqsik x’jistaqsik l-Onor. Aquilina, ma tirrispondix għax dawn mhumiex domandi magħmula biex verament isir jaf, imma huma domandi biex jieħu vantaġġ politiku. U jien ma jienx se nħalli lil ħadd jieħu vantaġġ politiku a spejjeż tiegħek.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dawn huma domandi biex insiru nafu l-verità. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Apap Bologna, l-avukat tiegħek tatek il-parir. Il-mistoqsija tal-Onor. Aquilina, li hija mistoqsija li tista’ ssir, hija jekk inti għamiltx...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ta’ xiex għamilt brokerage ma’ SOCAR?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Tagħżel li ma tweġibx?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Nagħżel li ma nweġibx.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Daqshekk. Grazzi ħafna.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Kellek...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Suppost dik kienet l-aħħar mistoqsija.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Żewġ mistoqsijiet kulma ridt nistaqsi.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Mela minn mistoqsija diġà ġew tnejn! 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Se nagħlqu.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: It’s completely out of their remit to ask. Don’t answer. They are not being answered because they are out of your remit.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qed nistaqsik tindikali d-dati ta’ meta kellek laqgħat mal-kumpanija SOCAR. Jekk ma tistax tgħidli llum, id-darba li ġejja ġġib din l-informazzjoni.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: They are not being answered because they are out of your remit. M’għandekx il-poter li tistaqsi dawn id-domandi.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: X’laqgħat matul is-snin kellek mal-kumpanija SOCAR?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: L-Onor. Aquilina qed jagħmillek din il-mistoqsija, u inti qed tagħżel li ma tweġibx.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U qed nitlob biex sal-laqgħa li jmiss...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Il-parir tal-avukat tiegħu huwa biex ma jweġibx, għax dawn huma domandi li qegħdin isiru biex jieħu vantaġġ politiku a spejjeż tal-klijent tiegħi.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dak x’taħseb inti.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jien ninsisti li jiġi minuted dak li għada kif qalet Dr de Marco.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Donnu ddejjqek il-politika tal-verità, Dr de Marco. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jien idejjaqni min jipprova jagħmel politika meta ġo dan il-Kumitat mhux suppost qed jagħmel politika, kif sewwa ġibditilkom l-attenzjoni għalih il-qorti.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Il-politika tal-verità ddejqek!

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Grazzi ħafna. Illum se nieqfu hawnhekk. Sur Apap Bologna, terġa’ tirċievi mingħandna meta trid tkompli bix-xhieda tiegħek.

Il-Kumitat qiegħed jiġi aġġornat għal ġurnata u ħin li jiġu kkomunikati iktar ‘l quddiem.

Fl-4:09 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna.
