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MINUTI

Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru 85, li saret fil-5 ta’ Mejju 2021, ġew konfermati. 

KORRISPONDENZA

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON (Onor. Beppe Fenech Adami): Kif jafu l-Membri ta’ dan il-Kumitat, fil-ġranet li għaddew irċevejna dokumentazzjoni sostanzjali mill-Uffiċċju tal-Awditur Ġenerali b’informazzjoni li ntalbet minn dan il-Kumitat f’laqgħat preċedenti. Nista’ ngħid li hija informazzjoni voluminuża u nittama li l-Membri ta’ dan il-Kumitat ikunu jistgħu jagħmlu analiżi tagħha u fil-ġranet li ġejjin ikollna ċans li nitkellmu dwarha. Nirringrazzja lit-team tal-Awditur Ġenerali.

Ngħaddu issa għall-item li jmiss fuq l-aġenda.


KONTINWAZZJONI TAL-EŻAMI TAR-RAPPORT TAL-AWDITUR ĠENERALI INTITOLAT “AN INVESTIGATION OF MATTERS RELATING TO THE CONTRACTS AWARDED TO ELECTROGAS MALTA LTD BY ENEMALTA CORPORATION”

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Għal min qed isegwi, tajjeb li nfakkru li sal-aħħar seduta kien qed jixhed quddiem dan il-Kumitat is-Sur Brian Tonna. Jien ġejt infurmat mill-Membri tal-Oppożizzjoni fuq dan il-Kumitat li f’dan l-istadju m’għandhomx aktar mistoqsijiet x’jagħmlu lis-Sur Brian Tonna. Jien tlabt lin-naħa tal-Gvern tinforma lis-segretarja ta’ dan il-Kumitat jekk għandhomx mistoqsijiet x’jagħmlu lis-Sur Brian Tonna u ġejna nfurmati li f’dan l-istadju lanqas huma m’għandhom mistoqsijiet x’jagħmlu lis-Sur Brian Tonna, u għaldaqstant illum intalab li jitla’ jixhed quddiem dan il-Kumitat xhud ieħor li huwa s-Sur Paul Apap Bologna. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sur President, tista’ s-segretarja tal-Kumitat tikkonferma li ma rċevejniex aktar dokumenti mingħand is-Sur Brian Tonna wara li kien sar ir-rikors? 

L-ISKRIVANA TAL-KUMITAT: Le, ma rċevejna xejn. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kif qed jgħid l-Onor. Aquilina, kienet intalbet xi dokumentazzjoni mis-Sur Brian Tonna, u l-fatt li ma ġiex jixhed illum, ma jfissirx li l-Kumitat m’għadx għandu bżonn dik id-dokumentazzjoni. Għalhekk qed nitlob lis-segretarja tal-Kumitat sabiex tikkomunika mas-Sur Brian Tonna u titolbu jgħaddi d-dokumentazzjoni li ntalab jipproduċi quddiem dan il-Kumitat, bit-twissija li kemm-il darba hu jibqa’ jirrifjuta li jagħmel dan allura jkollna nirrikorru għall-għodod li għandu dan il-Kumitat biex naraw li tali informazzjoni tiġi mgħoddija lil dan il-Kumitat. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Sur President, b’rabta ma’ dan il-punt, is-Sur Tonna kien qal ukoll li xi dokumenti li qegħdin nitolbuh, fosthom l-istudju li għamel dwar il-vijabilità u dwar jekk il-ħażna tal-gass għandhiex tkun fuq l-art jew fuq il-baħar, jinsabu għand Enemalta, u konna qbilna li eventwalment għandna nitolbuhom lil Enemalta. Għalhekk jien qed nistaqsi jekk huwiex il-każ li nieħdu l-iżbriga issa u nitolbuhomlom. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Lil Enemalta jew lill-Awditur? 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Lil Enemalta, sakemm l-Awditur Ġenerali m’għandux dawn id-dokumenti u jkun jista’ jgħaddihomlna hu biex inħaffu l-proċess. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Deguara, qed nifhem li m’għandkomx dawn id-dokumenti. 

IS-SUR CHARLES DEGUARA (Awditur Ġenerali): Bl-amment ma nafx jekk għandniex, imma konna qbilna fuq il-prinċipju li meta jkollkom bżonn xi dokumenti tmorru għand is-sors. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hekk hu.  Mela qed naqblu li nikkomunikaw ma’ Enemalta biex jgħaddulna dawn iż-żewġ rapporti li għadu kemm għamel riferenza għalihom l-Onor. Ryan Callus. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Fil-kas nagħmlu lista bir-rapporti li fassal u li kien responsabbli għalihom is-Sur Brian Tonna u Nexia BT ħalli nkunu nistgħu nitolbuhom lil Enemalta. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U tajjeb li niġbdu l-attenzjoni li dawn diġà ġew mgħoddija lin-National Audit Office (NAO) u allura huma parti mill-proċess, jiġifieri m’aħniex qegħdin nitolbu xi ħaġa żejda. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Probabbilment hemm riferenza għalihom... 

IS-SUR CHARLES DEGUARA: Aħna għandna kamra daqs din mimlija dokumenti. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Nifhem.  Li rrid ngħid jien hu li m’aħniex qegħdin nitolbu għal xi dokumenti li huma sigrieti, għax fil-fatt dawn diġà ngħataw. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ftehemna.  

PERMESS LILL-MEDIA

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Ninforma wkoll lill-Kumitat li hawn talba min-naħa tal-media sabiex, bħalma jiġri f’seduti bħal dawn, ikunu jistgħu jidħlu l-fotografi ħalli jieħdu ritratti tal-ewwel ftit minuti tat-testimonjanza tax-xhud. Qed nifhem li hawn qbil u għaldaqstant nitlob li l-membri tal-media li hawn preżenti barra, jiddaħħlu fil-kamra. 

Il-membri tal-media preżenti daħlu fil-Kamra tal-Kumitat.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Nitlob issa li jissejjaħ ix-xhud.

Is-Sur Paul Apap Bologna, daħal fil-Kamra tal-Kumitat akkumpanjat mill-għajnuna legali tiegħu.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Sur Apap Bologna, inti ġejt imsejjaħ quddiem dan il-Kumitat biex isirulek mistoqsijiet, u inti se tkun qiegħed twieġeb għal dawn il-mistoqsijiet bil-ġurament. Inti għandek l-obbligu li twieġeb il-mistoqsijiet li jkunu qed isiru kemm-il darba dawn ma jkunux tali li bihom tkun qed tinkrimina lilek innifsek. Naturlament inti għandek dritt tkun assistit mill-avukat, però l-mistoqsijiet isiru lilek u jridu jiġu mwieġba minnek u mhux mill-avukat. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Can I ask if I could speak in English please? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Is there a reason why? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes. I studied abroad all my life, so English is a much easier language for me to explain myself. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Do you understand Maltese? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I do understand Maltese. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: I will not speak on behalf of the Members of this Committee, but it might be the case that you will be asked questions in Maltese and if you feel it’s easier for you to answer in English than you may answer in English. If you don’t understand any question in Maltese, then we will repeat it in English. 

Issa se tingħata l-ġurament.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Jiena, Paul Apap Bologna, naħlef li ngħid is-sewwa, is-sewwa kollha u xejn ħlief is-sewwa, hekk Alla jgħinni. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Se jibdew isirulek xi mistoqsijiet u qed nifhem li se jibda l-Onor. Ryan Callus. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Insellimlek, Sur Apap Bologna.  I will opt to ask my questions in Maltese, then you can answer in English. 

Għidilna ftit min inti, u x’inhu l-background tiegħek. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’m a person who is in business and I own my own companies. I studied abroad, in England, and I have a business degree. I’m in the pharmaceutical business, the import business, the pharmacy business, and today I am also in a project which we are talking about here today. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Għidli x’inhuma l-ismijiet tal-kumpaniji li għandek. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Dan il-Kumitat m’għandux il-poter u lanqas is-setgħa biex jistaqsi dwar affarijiet li huma barra mill-iskop tiegħu, u x-xhud lanqas għandu obbligu jirrispondi. Affarijiet li huma barra mill-kompitu tal-Kumitat mhumiex parti minn dak li għandu jirrispondi. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dr de Marco, dan il-Kumitat qed jiddiskuti materja partikolari, u l-mistoqsija li staqsa l-Onor. Ryan Callus tirrelata mal-involviment tiegħu f’kumpaniji li għad irridu naslu biex naraw liema minnhom eventwlament kienu parteċipi f’dan il-proċess li għandna quddiemna. Naħseb naqblu li s-Sur Apap Bologna, tramite numru ta’ kumpaniji tiegħu, ipparteċipa, u huwa parteċipi sal-lum, f’dan il-proġett. Mir-rapport tal-Awditur, u mid-dokumentazzjoni li ġiet ippreżentata mill-Awditur u minn  Enemalta, jirriżulta li kien hemm diversi kumpaniji, mhux waħda, liema kumpaniji qed nifhem kien involut fihom is-Sur Apap Bologna, li kienu u għadhom involuti f’dan il-proċess, u aktar minn hekk, l-informazzjoni li qed jitlob l-Onor. Callus hija pubblika u qiegħda ssir mistoqsija biex ikun jista’ jinbena  l-background ħalli nkunu nistgħu nagħmlu l-mistoqsijiet. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Sur President, il-klijent tiegħi m’għandu l-ebda problema li jirrispondi rigward kumpaniji li għandhom x’jaqsmu mal-kuntratt ta’ ElectroGas, imma altrimenti ma naħsibx li għandhom jissemmew affarijiet oħra, u lanqas huwa fil-kompitu ta’ dan il-Kumitat. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ippermettili ftit.  Kull Membru ta’ dan il-Kumitat għandu dritt jistaqsi  l-mistoqsijiet tiegħu. Jekk hemm xi oġġezzjoni għal mistoqsija, l-oġġezzjoni ma tistax tiġi mis-sinjur imma trid tiġi mill-Membri ta’ dan il-Kumitat. Hu għandu dritt jagħżel u jgħid li ma jridx iwieġeb ċerta mistoqsija u jagħti raġuni għalfejn, imma l-oġġezzjoni għall-mistoqsija ma tistax issir mix-xhud, imma trid issir minn xi Membru ta’ dan il-Kumitat. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Grazzi talli qed tirrikonoxxi li l-Membri tal-Kumitat jistgħu joġġezzjonaw għall-mistoqsijiet. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: U l-Ispeaker stabbilixxa l-proċedura  ta’ x’għandu jsir f’dak il-każ. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri l-affarijiet huma pjuttost ċari; aħna nagħmlu l-mistoqsijiet, imbagħad ix-xhud iwieġeb jew ma jweġibx, jew inkella jagħżel kif iwieġeb. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Onor. Aquilina, intom tistgħu tagħmlu l-mistoqsijiet kollha li tridu, però jien qiegħda hawn biex nirrappreżenta d-dritijiet legali tas-Sur Apap Bologna.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Dawk m’aħniex se nippruvaw niksruhom.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Kif int taf ben tajjeb, anzi tgħallimni, Erskine May jgħid li kull kumitat m’għandu ebda awtorità ħlief dak li ġie delegat lilu biex jindirizza. Allura, affarijiet li joħorġu barra mir-rapport tal-Awditur Ġenerali, dan il-Kumitat hekk kif kompost m’għandux awtorità jistaqsi dwarhom.  U allura kumpaniji tas-Sur Apap Bologna li ma jaqgħux taħt l-ambitu tar-rapport tal-Awditur Ġenerali li intom qegħdin tinvestigaw jew qegħdin tagħmlu mistoqsijiet dwaru, tistgħu tagħmlu mistoqsijiet li tridu dwarhom, però m’għandkomx l-awtorità tagħmluhom u jien qed ngħidlu biex ma jirrispondix. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Issa jagħżel hu jekk jirrispondix. Aħna m’aħniex qegħdin hawnhekk biex niksru xi dritt ta’ xi ħadd, anzi biex nissalvagwardjaw id-drittijiet ta’ dak li jkun. 
DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jista’ jistaqsih direttament għal liema kumpanija qed jirriferi. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Aħna nistaqsu l-mistoqsijiet li huma inġenerali biex nifhmu ftit il-persuna li għandna quddiemna min hi għax aħna ma nafux lis-Sur Apap Bologna. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Però hawnhekk it’s not a get together.  Hux hekk? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Le, imma... 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: It’s not to get to know each other. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Appuntu għal hekk.  Aħna rridu nifhmu l-background tax-xhud u rridu nifhmu s-sehem li kellu f’dan il-proġett u allura ta’ xiex hu responsabbli hu u ta’ xiex mhuwiex responsabbli. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Fuq hekk se jirrispondi. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri għalhekk qed nagħmlu dawn il-mistoqsijiet. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Naqblu li hawnhekk mhux get together, imma kif dan il-Kumitat beda janalizza r-rapport tal-Awditur Ġenerali rriżulta li kien minn ħafna get togethers li wasalna fejn wasalna llum. U allura l-intenzjoni tal-mistoqsija tiegħi hija għax irrid nifhem il-background minn fejn ġej is-Sur Apap Bologna, u kif hu wasal fil-pożizzjoni li jkun wieħed mid-diretturi tal-kumpanija magħżula għal ElectroGas.  Għalija dan huwa ta’ rilevanza biex nifhem minn fejn tlaqna, għax huwa billi nifhem minn fejn tlaqna li mbagħad inkunu nistgħu nikkonkludu għalfejn wasalna fejn wasalna. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Jiġifieri d-domanda tiegħek hija...

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Il-mistoqsija tiegħi hija – u issa għażel inti jekk tixtieqx tweġiba, Sur Apap Bologna – x’kumpaniji għandek sehem fihom. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Li qegħdin f’ElectroGas. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Mhux neċessarjament. Jien qed nistaqsik dwar kollox. Hija għażla tiegħek jekk tridx twieġeb għall-oħrajn. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The company that is involved in ElectroGas is CP Holdings. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: U qed nifhem li ma tixtieqx tgħidilna x’sehem għandek f’kumpaniji oħrajn. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għandu dritt għas-silenzju. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dr de Marco, is-sinjur japplika għalih dak li ġie deċiż mill-Ispeaker tal-Kamra f’diversi rulings li ngħataw rigward xhud li jidher quddiem dan il-Kumitat. L-aħħar ruling li ta l-Ispeaker – liema ruling kien intalab meta kellna jixhed quddiem il-Kumitat is-Sur Brian Tonna – stabbilixxa żewġ prinċipji, u ċioè li xhud għandu dritt li ma jixhedx meta jkun qed jiġi mistoqsi mistoqsijiet li dwarhom hemm investigazzjoni kriminali – u kellna istanzi fejn is-Sur Brian Tonna nfurmana li ma jistax jixhed għax kien jaf li hemm investigazzjoni kriminali għaddejja dwarhom – jew jekk xhud iħoss li bir-risposta se jkun qed jinkrimina lilu nnifsu. F’kull ċirkostanza oħra, in linja mar-ruling tal-Ispeaker, u aħna marbutin bir-ruling tal-Ispeaker, xhud huwa obbligat iwieġeb; ma jistax jiddeċiedi li ma jweġibx mistoqsija mingħajr ebda raġuni. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Sur President, xi ddeċieda l-Ispeaker fil-kwestjoni ta’ meta xehed Brian Tonna ma nafx għax ma kontx parti minn dik it-testimonjanza jew dik il-laqgħa ta’ dan il-Kumitat, però naf x’qalet il-Qorti Kostituzzjonali Maltija, kif ukoll il-Qorti tal-Konvenzjoni Ewropea, u l-Qorti Ewropea tal-Ġustizzja. Jekk wieħed iħares lejn, pereżempju, Murray versus United Kingdom jara li din tgħid li: 

“The right to silence and the privilege against self incrimination are generally recognised international standards”. 

Jiġifieri hawnhekk m’hemmx just the right not to incriminate oneself però the right to silence. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Agreed.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Jien għandi nifhem li apparti r-ruling tal-Ispeaker, intom marbutin ukoll bil-Kostituzzjoni u bil-Konvenzjoni Ewropea li aħna kollha firmatarji tagħha.  Allura jekk ir-ruling tal-Ispeaker imur kontra d-drittijiet tal-bniedem, kif għamel fil-każ ta’ Tabone, ta' Portelli u f’każijiet oħrajn fejn kien hemm sitwazzjoni simili ta’ din li għandna hawnhekk, jien frankament ma nħossnix marbuta bih.  Dak huwa li għandi xi ngħid. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dr de Marco, ir-ruling li ngħata mill-Ispeaker riċentement ħa konjizzjoni ta’ dawn is-sentenzi li int għamilt riferenza b’mod partikolari għalihom, u stabbilixxa dan il-prinċipju.  

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Ma naqbilx miegħu. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jekk inti ma taqbilx mar-ruling tal-Ispeaker, għandek rimedji oħra, li huma l-istess rimedji li qalilna li se jirrikorri għalihom is-Sur Brian Tonna, li però, sa fejn nafu, sal-lum għadu ma rrikkorrhiex għalihom.  Jiġifieri sakemm inti ma tirrikorrix għal dan ir-rimedju, jew għal xi rimedju ieħor li jidhirlek li għandek tieħu, dan il-Kumitat għandu ruling tal-Ispeaker li kien speċifiku ħafna... 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO Jien ma ġejtx notifikata bih, però hu x’inhu, Mr Chairman, bħala fatt qed tgħiduli li ma tirrikonoxxux id-dritt għas-silenzju? Ħalli nifhem. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dr de Marco, aħna qed ngħidu li dan il-punt diġà tqajjem f’dan il-Kumitat proprju fuq dan is-suġġett li qegħdin niddiskutu llum, il-materja ġiet riferuta lill-President tal-Kamra, il-President tal-Kamra ħa konjizzjoni tal-argumenti kollha li saru mill-avukat tas-Sur Brian Tonna, u ħa konjizzjoni tas-sentenzi li ngħataw mill-qrati tagħna, u ta ruling. Allura f’dan l-istadju, sakemm ma jkunx hemm ruling li jipprovdi mod ieħor, dan il-Kumitat...   Dan il-Kumitat irrifera l-materja lill-Ispeaker tal-Kamra, l-Ispeaker ta ruling u qed nifhem li f’dan il-Kumitat hawn qbil li nimxu ma’ dak ir-ruling. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Però r-ruling li kien ta f’ċirkostanza oħra meta kont ġejt hawnhekk jien ma’ klijent tiegħi, kien ikkonfermat anti Kostituzzjonali, kemm mill-Qorti Prim Awla Sede Kostituzzjonali, kif ukoll mill-Qorti tal-Appell. Jiġifieri biex inkunu għedna kollox. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hemm element fundamentali differenti minn dan il-każ partikolari. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għandek raġun li hemm element differenti...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: F’dawk il-każijiet kien hemm persuni akkużati għaddejjin bi proċeduri kriminali tagħhom il-qorti. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Però, just for the record, xorta waħda ta ruling u xorta waħda intom insistejtu. Mingħalija inti kont hemmhekk ukoll.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Le, ma kontx chairman.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Ma nafx, imma kien hemm both sides ukoll. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Bħala regola dan il-Kumitat dejjem ikollu rappreżentanti miż-żewġ naħat tal-Kamra. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Biex nifhmu ftit iċ-ċirkostanzi. Is-Sur Apap Bologna qiegħed jiġi nvestigat dwar xi ħaġa? 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Ma nafx, forsi tgħiduli intom. Jekk intom tistgħu tassigurawni li intom tkellimtu mal-Kummissarju tal-Pulizija u li dan assigurakom li m’hemm l-ebda investigazzjoni għaddejja fil-konfront tas-Sur Apap Bologna, allura it’s fine, però jien m’għandix din l-assigurazzjoni speċjalment meta l-Awditur Ġenerali ma sab ebda wrong doing fir-rapport tiegħu, hemm failings on the part of the adjudicating committee, però ma sab ebda evidenza ta’ wrong doing. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mhux clean bill of health għandu dan il-proġett, għandu... gravi ħafna.

DR GIANNELLA E MARCO: Ċertament ma sab l-ebda wrong doing fil-konfront tal-klijent tiegħi, ħalli nillimita ruħi għal dak għax fuq hekk jimpurtani. It-tieni nett, naf li hemm ukoll inkjesta maġisterjali għaddejja. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Però jien fhimt, minn dak li qed jingħad pubblikament, li s-Sur Apap Bologna mhux investigat u lanqas huwa akkużat b’xi ħaġa. 
DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jekk tista’ tagħtini din l-assigurazzjoni... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien milli naf fil-pubbliku. Fil-verità naħseb li naf inqas minnek. Is-Sur Apap Bologna jista’ jikkonfermalna jekk qattx ġie mitkellem mill-pulizja. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jekk tħares lejn Saunders versus United Kingdom, tara li hemm hekk: 

“The testimony obtained under compulsion which appears to be on the face of it of a non-incriminating nature such as explanatory remarks or mere information on questions of fact, may later be deployed in criminal proceedings in support of the prosecution case, for example, to contradict...”. 

Barra minn dan, intom lanqas għandkom l-awtorità tistaqsu fuq affarijiet li joħorġu barra mir-rapport tal-Awditur Ġenerali, f’dan il-każ. Mela allura he will answer about the ElectroGas... 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: If he feels that any questions submitted can in any way incriminate him, then he has every right not to answer that question on the basis that it might incriminate him. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: On the basis of his right to silence. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: No, I’m sorry. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: He’s not going to answer on the basis of his right to silence. Imbagħad agħmlu intom. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Aħna se nagħmlu l-mistoqsijiet li għandhom isiru, jekk f’dak l-istadju jkun hemm oġġezzjoni min-naħa tal-Membri ta’ dan il-Kumitat għal dik il-mistoqsija allura se mai jkollna nirriferu dik il-mistoqsija għall-Ispeaker. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qabel nibdew, jien għandi tliet mistoqsijiet biex nifhem il-parametri ta’ fejn nistgħu naslu. L-ewwel nett, Sur Apap Bologna, il-Pulizija lilek interrogawk? Staqsewk xi mistoqsijiet? Bagħtu għalik? 
DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: I think it’s out of the scope and I don’t think they have the right to ask. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qed nitolbok twieġeb. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I think that the question you are asking me is out of the scope of what this Committee is in charge to do. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Bagħat għalik xi maġistrat inkwerenti biex tixhed quddiemu? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, for two. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: F’liema? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: In the public inquiry... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri l-inkjesta pubblika dwar l-omiċidju ta’ Daphne Caruana Galizia. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Eżatt. U tal-Maġistrat Charmaine... 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Li hija nkjesta għaddejja fuqu. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: L-inkjesta dwar il-Panama Papers? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Iva. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kien hemm xi istituzzjoni oħra, jew xi aġenzija tal-Gvern oħra li għandha rwol f’dan kollu, li bagħtet għalik biex tagħmillek xi mistoqsijiet? 

IS-SUR APAP BOLOGNA: I think that question is out of the scope of the Committee. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mela nistgħu nibdew minn hemmhekk.   L-Onor. Callus.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Qabel dan il-proġett ta’ ElectroGas, kont involut f’xi proġett relatat mal-ġenerazzjoni jew distribuzzjoni tal-enerġija? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, I wasn’t. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: X’wasslek biex taqbeż minn settur, li jien fhimt li s’issa kien wieħed farmaċewtiku, għas-settur tal-enerġija? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I come from a family that is in diverse businesses; it is not just the business that I am in. There’s business on my mother’s side which is vast and includes different businesses, so it is not something that I would not necessarily look at.  I’ve been born and bred in different businesses, be it shipping, be it telecommunications, be it pharmaceutical, so I’ve always been exposed to different industries. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Imma mhux l-industrija tal-enerġija. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, not the energy industry. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Callus, can I please ask just one question? Mr Apap Bologna, were you the face in your company which negotiated everything with regard to this particular contract? I understand that the shareholder is a company, so when we refer to the company which belongs to your family or whatever, am I right in saying that that company was all through the process  represented by you? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  That’s right.  I would also like to mention to the Committee that I’m a minority sharehlder in a holding company; I own 21% of GEM Holdings. So, my company which owns 21% in GEM Holdings,  is a minority shareholder in ElectroGas. So I’m a shareholder like anybody would be a shareholder in Siemens, or Nokia. I’m a minority shareholder  in all of this and I was never part of the committee that was tasked with negotiating this deal  to arrive to the point of adjudication. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: You refer to your shareholding as being how much? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’ve got 21% of GEM Holdings. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: And the other percentages are distributed in what manner? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The exact figures I don’t have offhand but there are 10% which belong to New Energy Supply (NES) and the other percentages are spread between Tumas Group and Gasan.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Am I right to say that initially the set up of the company was 33% each; i.e. Gasan Group, Apap Bologna Group and Fenech Group?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Yes.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Are you referring to GEM Holdings?  You’re not referring to ElectroGas.  Because there’s a difference.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: GEM Holdings is a shareholder in ElectroGas and it is made up of a number of shareholders. I am suggesting that initially the configuration of the shareholding structure was 33% by Gasan Group, 33% by Apap Bologna Group and 33% by Fenech Group. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Yes.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Now you come here and tell me that today you have 21%, because 10% of your shares ended up in the name of Yorgen Fenech personally.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, that is completely misfactual because the only reason… 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Where am I misfactual?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Yorgen got his 10% before my percentage was reduced, and my percentage was reduced because as the project grew and there were overruns, etc., and so the outlay of the capex was much higher than it originally was – I am the smaller part out of all from the business and the commercial point of view – I could not commit to funding that amount. So what you’re saying is completely incorrect and completely wrong.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mr Apap Bologna, I am completely correct.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, you’re not. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mr Apap Bologna, I am completely correct. Initially the set up was 33%, 33% and 33% and at one stage 10% of your 33% was not distributed to the Gasan Group or the Fenech Group, but was allocated to Yorgen Fenech personally.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: What you mean “no”?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It wasn’t done like that. I’ve explained…

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Am I right to say that…

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Do you want answers or do you want an argument?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: I’m arguing about his answers.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: But he’s not here to argue. He’s here to answer and you’re here to put questions. I’m sorry, this is not a debate.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: This is not a debate, but I can ask the questions I need to ask.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Yes, of course, but it’s not an argument, I’m sorry.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Mr Apap Bologna, you may answer.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’ve answered.  I’ve given you the explanation which is the factual explanation. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Which is what? What was the explanation? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: That originally the company was as you said, we were split three ways…

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Equally. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Equally.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  In GEM Holdings.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Yes, in GEM Holdings.  My shareholding started to reduce, not because 10% went to Yorgen Fenech, but because I could not commit to the additional capex because of the overruns in the expenses in the project. I could not commit to the larger amount and that is why my shareholding reduced.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So am I right to say that the other parties could not commit to the 10% you were ready to relinquish? 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Ask the other parties.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: No, I’m asking him, because I’m asking how his 10% did not…

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: He’s telling you about his. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: I’m asking about the 10% which belonged to his company. At one stage he says that his company, which comes from a family with both sides of the family having business all over the world…

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: But his company is not of all the family. Mr Apap Bologna, you have to explain.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’ve explained that my background is that I come from a family…

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: But who owns the company that you have…

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: CP Holdings is owned by myself and my sister.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So you and your sister decided that you could not… Is it what you do that you and your sister set up companies apart from the rest of your whole set up? Can you explain the decision to… (Interruzzjonijiet) Onor. Bedingfield, tidħak xejn. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jien m’iniex interessat f’dan.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imma jiena nteressat ħafna nkun naf kif 10% tax-shareholding f’din il-kumpanija spiċċaw f’isem Yorgen Fenech personali u ma ħaduhomx iż-żewġ shareholders l-oħra. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Imma l-mistoqsija tiegħek mhux hekk kienet. Int staqsejtu għalfejn għamilt business m’oħtok.
IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Iva, hekk kienet, u inti, jew ma fhimt xejn, jew ma tridx tifhem. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Le, mhux ma fhimtx.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jien qed nistaqsih mistoqsija sempliċi ħafna.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I have two companies which are set up with me and my sister. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: You set up a company with your sister specifically for this venture. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: He said that he has two companies.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Was the company set up specifically for this venture?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Was it there before? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Yes.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Doing what? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Running pharmacies.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: And then through this company running pharmacies you decided to become a shareholder in the construction operation of a power station.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: As a matter of fact, initially you had a 33% shareholding in this company, and at one point in time you said that you could not commit yourself to the financial outlay or whatever commitments which were required from you. My question is: How did it happen that you didn’t transfer 10% of those shares to the other two shareholders – they could have taken another 17% each –  but instead you decided to pull into the company a new shareholder by the name of Yorgen Fenech?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I did not transfer the shares to Yorgen Fenech. If I’m not mistaken, the shares actually were transferred twice because it was twice where I couldn’t actually commit to capex. So it wasn’t just myself.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So can you explain the decision you arrived at to have the shares transferred to Yorgen Fenech?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The shares in GEM Holdings which we transferred to Yorgen Fenech were in agreement between the three partners – and there are signed contracts with Yorgen Fenech which are service agreements – because he was doing all the work and fronting the project on behalf of GEM Holdings.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Can you provide us with copies of this agreement or agreements? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I will have to send them to you, yes. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: So you will provide them within the next sitting?

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Ma fhimtx xi ntalab.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: I asked for copies of the agreement we’re referring to. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Bedingfield, we asked for a copy of the agreement he referred to. Mr Apap Bologna, what will happen is that the secretary of the Committee will make a list of the documents you’re committing yourself to providing, and she will communicate accordingly. You can take a note, if you wish, but the secretary will be communicating with you. 

I understand that at one point in time there was a decision that rather than going with a set up of three well established companies, you decided to transfer 10% of your shares, 10% of the whole of the company, to Yorgen Fenech personally. How did that make sense in terms of this financial outlay and all that? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: There’s a company of Yorgen... (Interruzzjonijiet) Yes, Yorgen has a company.  And 33% less 21% does not make up 10%, it’s much more. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Maths is not the lawyers’ forte!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: I wouldn’t know. He transferred his shareholding to the other company. So how much was it? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: GEM Holdings transferred, I did not transfer...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: You gave up part of your shareholding.  Right?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Do you know who the shareholders in your company are?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Of course, I know who are the shareholders of my company.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Can you tell us who are the shareholders of your company?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Which company are you talking about?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: GEM Holdings.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Because there are different companies.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  He is a shareholder in GEM Holdings. Does he at least know who the shareholders in GEM Holdings are?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: CP Holdings is a shareholder of GEM Holdings, and you gave up part of your shareholding in GEM Holdings through CP Holdings. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: How much was it? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I gave it up to the other shareholders in GEM Holdings and then they redistributed.  The shareholders of GEM Holdings are CP Holdings, Gasan Group, Tumas Group and NES. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: NES hija ta’ Yorgen Fenech.  Naqblu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Iva. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U l-kumpanija NES kienet hemm mill-bidu nett minn meta ġiet iffurmata GEM Holdings? 
IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: F’liema żmien daħlet NES?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: NES was set up on the 2nd of May 2014. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U NES meta ħadet dan ix-shareholding, fosthom tiegħek u tal-oħrajn? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  I don’t have the exact dates, but I would assume straight after the company was set up.

ONOR. KAROL AQULINA: U int qed tassigurana li inti ċedejt ix-shareholding tiegħek u l-oħrajn ċedew ix-shareholding tagħhom favur NES għax inti ma stajtx toħroġ iktar kapital biex tagħmel tajjeb għal dak li kienet qed tidħol għalih il-kumpanija?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It was twofold. There was a transfer of shares because we as a group, myself, Gasan and Fenech, agreed that Yorgen would have NES because he requested it and that is according to the agreements that we have in place... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri din kienet miftehma minn qabel.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Kienet mitluba minnu.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: And the rest...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Meta talabha? Talabha qabel irbaħtu l-kuntratt, jew wara li rbaħtu l-kuntratt?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The company was set up on 2nd of May 2014, so... 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Mela talabha qabel.  Mhux hekk?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien qed nifhem li hu fforma l-kumpanija għax żviluppat din is-sitwazzjoni. Naqblu? 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Trid tistaqsi lil Yorgen Fenech because he set up his company.
ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien lilu qed nistaqsi. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Se nistaqsuh ukoll, imma rridu nkunu nafu l-fatti min-naħa tas-Sur Apap Bologna wkoll. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: NES ġiet iffurmata f’Mejju 2014 . Naqblu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Issa jien qed nistaqsik meta ftehemtu li Yorgen Fenech, through din il-kumpanija tiegħu NES, kien se jieħu dan ix-shareholding. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t exactly remember the date. I have to look at the contracts.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma bilfors qabel ġiet iffurmata l-kumpanija.  

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Liema kumpanija?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qabel ġiet iffurmata NES? 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Qabel 2nd of May 2014?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Naqblu li bilfors qabel?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Intom kontu ftehemtu ma’ Yorgen Fenech li hu se jieħu dan ix-shareholding u se jkun owned minn din il-kumpanija li hu stess shareholder tagħha. Kont qiegħed issemmi r-raġunijiet għalfejn kienet qed issir din u għedtli li hemm tnejn: waħda minnhom jiena fhimt għax inti u x-shareholders l-oħrajn f’GEM Holdings, excluding Yorgen Fenech, ma stajtux...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, I was telling you why my shareholding reduced.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U dik hija waħda mir-raġunijiet. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: My shareholding reduced because obviously he got some shares. Everybody else....within GEM Holdings to him, so he had his 10%. The further reduction in my shares was because I could not commit to the further capex. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mela t-tieni waħda spjegajthieli. L-ewwel waħda, għalfejn sar hekk?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: You have the contracts because....

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma jien m’għandix il-kuntratti hawnhekk. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP  BOLOGNA: I will bring them to you next time and they are self explanatory.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ir-raġuni tafha, ma tridx tgħidhieli. Spjegali r-raġuni.

IS-SUR APAP BOLOGNA: Għedtlek. Because...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Because what?

IS-SUR APAP BOLOGNA: Because Yorgen Fenech was doing all the work, and because he was doing all the work he felt that he wanted a bigger portion of the project. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Għalhekk. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U għall-ebda raġuni oħra.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Infakkrek li qiegħed taħt ġurament. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Għall-ebda raġuni oħra. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri inti qed tgħid li saż-żmien li l-kumpanija... L-ewwel nett, dak iż-żmien żgur ma kienx hemm profitt. Naqblu? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It was all capex, it was all money going out for the development of the project.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kontu qed toħorġu u ma ddaħħlu xejn. Mhux hekk?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mela sa dak iż-żmien kontu qed taraw li Yorgen Fenech kien qiegħed jagħmel ix-xogħol kollu, kien il-leader ta’ dan il-proġett biex ngħid hekk...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Well, he was the leader...  There was a team. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma taqbel li hu kien l-iktar persuna...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  There was a team. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jew kont int? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP  BOLOGNA: No, he was representing the Maltese consortium, but there was a group of a good ten people that were involved in the...committee.

DR. GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Min kienu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Siemens had three people Gerhard, Berald and Marcus; there was Turaq and one or two other people from his team, there was Yorgen, there were all the legal entities behind them,  so there was Stephen and the legal team.  So there was a team that was negotiating behind this whole project. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma t-team ma ħax shareholding, Yorgen ħadhom. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: They were... 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Qegħdin tidħlu...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dr de Marco, ma rridx inwaqqfek, imma trid tifhem...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: You can’t impose answers you want. So ask questions kemm tridu within the scope of this... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dr de Marco, ma niddiskutix id-dritt tiegħi li nistaqsi kif irrid. Dak ma niddiskutihx. M’għandekx dritt tiddiskuti miegħi dwar hekk. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Imma jien għandi dritt noġġezzjona.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Le, not on an equal footing.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Mela ma noqogħdux nargumentaw miegħu. Staqsu d-domandi. Qed jirrispondi, but you can’t expect him to say what you want him to say, because you want him to say something...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dr de Marco, jekk jogħġbok illimita ruħek għall-mumenti li jkollok bżonn tintervjeni għax il-klijent tiegħek ikun se jirfes lilu nnifsu. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Imma kunu ċari fuqhiex qegħdin tistaqsu. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma lili ma tistax tgħidli x’nista’ u ma nistax nistaqsi. Jiena nistaqsi, jekk irid ma jweġibnix u jgħid li għandu oġġezzjoni.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Mr Apap Bologna, if they’re not clear  don’t answer.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Fil-każ jgħid ir-raġuni għalfejn ma jridx iwieġeb biex tkun irreġistrata, mhux joqgħod kwiet.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: I’m  not ready to have my client being harassed with...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: But stop him; you’re trying to stop me.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: I’m trying to stop harassment.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: No, I’m not harassing him. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Question as much as you like but don’t...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: I’m not harassing him. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Kompli, Onor. Aquilina.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Jiena ppruvajt ngħidlek li Yorgen Fenech ġie deskritt minn diversi nies – u jien hekk nafha pubblikament –  bħala li kien il-leader ta’ dan il-proġett. Jiġifieri jekk kien hemm persuna li kellek tkellem dwar dan il-proġett min-naħa Maltija kien Yorgen Fenech. Inti taqbel ma’ dan l-istatement jew le?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Li qed jgħidlek l-Onor. Aquilina hu with regards to GEM Holdings. Hux hekk, Onor. Aquilina? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qed nitkellem fuq il-proġett kollu. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Il-proġett ElectroGas.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Onor. Aquilina qed jgħid li Yorgen Fenech kien il-leader, at least fuq kuntest lokali, ta’ dan il-proġett, mhux ta’ GEM Holdings. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yorgen was the person who was part of the negotiating team representing GEM Holdings. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Min kien il-leader  ta’ dan il-proġett? Kien Yorgen Fenech jew le? 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jiġifieri għall-konsorzju kollu? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Iva.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: The consortium must have had a leader.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Dejjem ikun hemm leader, inkella l-proġett qatt ma jimxi. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Who was that person?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP  BOLOGNA: The lead company at the time was Gasol which...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Which vanished after a few months. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, it didn’t vanish after a few months, but it did. They were the lead team in the whole group, and Yorgen was part of the group that was negotiating. If you want to say that he was the main person from the Maltese group, i.e. from GEM Holdings, then yes he was. 

DR. GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Għalhekk GEM Holdings ....

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Dr. De Marco, m’intix qed tixhed inti.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dr de Marco, ma tistax tixhed inti. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Imma jekk inti...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Le, jien qed nifhem. Qed tbenġilhielu inti. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Cleverly put!  Sur Apap Bologna, inti għedt li ġie mument li x-shareholding ta’ GEM Holdings ġie aġġustat biex Yorgen Fenech jidħol f’din il-kumpanija li jisimha New Energy Supply Ltd. Agreed?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Agreed. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Inti qed tgħid li NES kienet qisu l-kumpens li Yorgen Fenech kellu jirċievi tal-fatt li hu kien l-iktar wieħed min-naħa tal-Maltin li kien qiegħed jaħdem fuq dan il-proġett u kien qed jiddedika ħin. Naqblu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, as I have already explained.  And there are the contracts in place... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U inti se tippreżentahomlna.  

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  That’s right.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Minn dak li jingħad pubblikament jien fhimt li inti kont l-iktar wieħed anzjan f’dan il-proġett, fis-sens l-iktar wieħed li kellek involviment dwaru minn snin ferm qabel. Naqblu? Jiġifieri l-idea ta’ dan il-proġett...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: So you’re referring to the project that was presented to the previous...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: To anyone. Naqblu li mill-2007 ‘l quddiem inti bdejt...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I wasn’t by myself. There was Mr Gasan as well. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Inti bdejtha l-idea ta’ dan il-proġett? Minn fejn  bdiet?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kif bdejt? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The project started back in 2006. I studied abroad all my life and one of my closest friends worked for a company in the City. He then moved to work for a company called Afren, which was the partner of  Gasol.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: X’jismu dan il-persuna? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I know him as Abi, as we know him. At the time I had to come back to Malta and one of the things that I saw was that there were extremely high utility rates. One of the things that I also noted was that Malta needed a change in its  energy producing infrastructure, and that idea came actually from the 2006-2015  Enemalta Generation Plan where it clearly stated that the way forward to Malta is combined cycle gas turbine (CCGT) either on gas or liquefied natural gas (LNG). Gas was not available because there was no pipeline, so one needed to find another solution for that. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Jiġifieri kien fil-pjan ta’ Enemalta fl-2006 li l-enerġija ta’ pajjiżna għandha tinqaleb għall-gass.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Kien fil-pjan ta’ Enemalta fl-2006.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, it’s a public document, you can go online and find it there.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Skużani waqqaftek.
ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Kienet deċiżjoni tal-Kabinett ta’ dak iż-żmien. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, it was public. It’s actually stated twice in the document, I think on page 15 and in the conclusion. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: So that was the direction, gas.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Gas was the direction. What happened, I was in London and I had dinner with this friend of mine who’s a lawyer and he told me that he was moving jobs and was going to work for Afren. I asked him what the company did and he said that they were in gas resource and they had a company, Gasol, which did downsteam project development.  In actual fact they were one of the only companies around at the time that did LNG powered projects, and I told him that I would like to meet because Malta had an issue, in the sens that we were burning heavy fuel oil (HFO), we had extremely high utility rates and I think that there might be an opportunity to put a paper together and see whether anybody was interested in taking something like that forward. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imbagħad għaddew is-snin... 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So this is what?  We’re talking 20...?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: This was in 2006, and in 2006 I had spoken with the then Prime Minister, Dr Lawrence Gonzi, who actually confirmed to me that I wasn’t the first and there were quite a host of people who had proposed projects that were similar to what I had proposed. In actual fact I believe World Energy, who even tendered in this project, also happened to discuss this project not only with the then Government but I think also with the Opposition, as is stated in the NAO Report. I presented it and spoke to the then Prime Minister, he also informed me at the time that there was going to be a request for proposal (RfP) coming out for, if I’m not mistaken, a 121 megawatts CCGT and interconnector, and he told me that maybe my company would be interested in tendering for it. They weren’t interested in the cable, but obviously we were interested in an LNG powered project, because that’s what they were focused on. We went to many meetings and we presented this to... I had met up with the then Minister Dalli who had introduced me to the Prime Minister and  then other respective ministers, Minister Gatt and  Minister Pullicino.  Anyway, we had a number of discussions about this project. It  got to the point where I felt that it wasn’t going to move forward because there didn’t seem to be an apetite for it, so much so that another tender came out and Burmeister & Wain Scandinavian Contractor (BWSC) Plant was awarded to run on HFO. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imbagħad x’għamilt inti? Għaddew is-snin...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: On 9th January 2013, which was just in the run up to the election, a public statement was made where it was stated that if the Opposition got into power, they wanted to revamp the energy sector and they wanted to run on LNG. I got this project, which I had obviously put together back in the previous years, and presented it to Yorgen. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Meta saret din it-tħabbira fid-9 ta’ Jannar 2013 – jista’ ikun xi data oħra imma Jannar żgur – dwar dan il-pjan...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I know for sure it was 9th January because it’s my birthday. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Then it was a good birthday present! Bħalma inti kont mort qabel għand il-Prim Ministru u l-ministri li semmejt, dakinhar, on the 9th January 2013, on your birthday, x’għamilt? Mort għand in-naħa l-oħra, għand il-Kap tal-Oppożizzjoni ta’ dakinhar Joseph Muscat? This was the news that you were waiting for for all these years.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: That is a very good question and I’ve been asked this many times.  No, I did not take this project to the Opposition. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: U x’kienet ir-raġuni? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: They came out with the statement and said that they wanted to do this. Why do I need to go and approach them when they made the statement clearly in the public domain, that they wanted to move the power generation sector to run on gas or LNG? I didn’t need to go and ask them whether they wanted to do it because I had already... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri inti qed tgħid li dakinhar ma kellek x’taqsam xejn. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Absolutely not. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri inti qatt ma kellek laqgħat mal-Partit Laburista qabel id-9 ta’ Jannar 2013.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Absolutely not. I have stated this...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma kellekx laqgħat ma’ Keith Schembri, pereżempju.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qatt ma ltqajt miegħu qabel id-9 ta’ Jannar 2013.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Le, qatt ma ltqajt miegħu. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma’ Konrad Mizzi ltqajt qabel 9th January, 2013? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Absolutely not. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma’ Joseph Muscat iltqajt?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I had met Joseph Muscat at some social events, but...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kemm-il darba ltqajt miegħu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Three or four times. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: But not to discuss this issue. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, absolutely no.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: You met him at a social event. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  I met him in a social manner.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  You were invited, along with other guests, to a venue...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kien hemm xi ħadd li ntroduċiek ma’ Joseph Muscat?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: I don’t think this is...  Does this fall within...  If you want to ask...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qed nitkellmu fuq il-Prim Ministru!

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Ma jimpurtax.  Jekk trid tistaqsih jekk iltaqax ma’ Joseph Muscat fil-konfront ta’ dan il-proġett iva, imma outside of that is beyond the scope.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: M’iniex se niddiskuti kif nagħmel il-mistoqsijiet. Dak huwa sagrosant għalija. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: L-awtorità tiegħek hija diskussa imma. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA Bir-rispett kollu, m’intix qiegħda hawnhekk biex toqgħod tiddiskuti l-awtorità tiegħi.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għandek liġi li tiggvernak u għandek tirrispettaha.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ħu paċenzja, m’iniex se niddiskuti d-dritt tiegħi li nistaqsi mistoqsijiet, la miegħek u lanqas ma’ ħadd. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dr de Marco, għandna sitwazzjoni fejn is-Sur Apap Bologna qal li hu sar jaf bil-pjan tal-Oppożizzjoni Laburista ta’ dak iż-żmien minn diskors li għamel Joseph Muscat. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Le mhux hekk.  Meta ħabbarha Konrad Mizzi. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Iva, hekk qed ngħidu.  9th January 2013. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: On the 9th January 2013 it-tħabbira kienet saret minn Konrad Mizzi, Joseph Muscat u Louis Grech.  Naqblu? Tiftakar li kienu dawn it-tlieta?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kienu għamlu press conference. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I remember the photo in The Times of Malta or on Malta Today. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Issa jien qed nistaqsik: Min introduċik lil Joseph Muscat?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Fir-rigward ta’ dan il-proġett. Altrimenti għandek dritt għas-silenzju.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Is-Sur Apap Bologna se jgħidilna li hu ltaqa’ miegħu f’social event... 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jekk introduċiek xi ħadd għal dan il-proġett.  Did anyone... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP  BOLOGNA: Nobody introduced me to Joseph Muscat with regards to this project. Therefore I think that your question falls out of the remit of this Committee.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Minn laqqgħek ma’ Joseph Muscat?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I think that question falls out of the remit of this Committee.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Were you invited to these social events? Were you introduced? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I was invited to the social events.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: In what capacity? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: As a guest. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  I guess it was a private function.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Min stiednek? Dan mhux sigriet. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għandu dritt għas-silenzju.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dritt għas-silenzju fuq xi ħaġa hekk? 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: This Committee has no remit on discussing private functions and their guests.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Min stiednek u minn laqqgħek ma’ Joseph Muscat?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Mela s-Sur Apap Bologna qiegħed hawnhekk biex nippruvaw naraw min kien mistieden għall-private functions!?  Ma tarax!

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jekk in-negozju jkun sar waqt il-private function...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Mela agħmel dik id-domanda u jirrispondik. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Dik hija asserzjoni tiegħek, Mr Chairman.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dawn il-private functions fejn saru? F’dar privata jew f’sala? Was the private function a political function or a birthday party?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’m sorry that falls out... 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Isn’t a birthday party a private function if it’s not funded from public funds? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Jekk ikun....ta’ politiku, iva.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jekk titkellmu kollha f’daqqa żgur li ma... (Interruzzjonijiet)

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Onor. Bedingfield, toqgħodx tinterrompi. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Qegħdin tistaqsu affarijiet privati. (Interruzzjonijiet)

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Dik in-naħa friendly, u din in-naħa jkunu...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: We’ve established that you’ve met Joseph Muscat on a number of social events. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Three or four. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Was it a political social event or was it a private event, like you were invited  for dinner  u kumbinazzjoni nzerta hemmhekk Joseph Muscat?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: He’s asking you whether it was a private or a public event.

IĊ-CHAIRERSON: If I had to suggest that you...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  It was a private event.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Organised by whom? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP  BOLOGNA: I refrain to answer. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Organised by whom? You have to answer. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP  BOLOGNA: I refrain to answer. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: May I suggest that it was at the residence of a sitting Minister? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Was it? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: May I suggest that your inkontru kumbinazzjoni ma’ Joseph Muscat was...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Ma qalx li kienet kumbinazzjoni.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: May I suggest that your social event was actually an invite to attend for a private function in a private home wherein you were informed that there shall be the Prime Minister of Malta. It’s not like you bumped into him in a christening party. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Tista’ tgħidli x’inhu l-link mal-Auditor’s report?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Għax f’dawn il-casual events jista’ jkun li ġie diskuss dan il-proġett.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Mela staqsih jekk ġiex diskuss.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: L-ewwel qed nistabbilixxi li sar l-event.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ħu paċenzja.  Hawnhekk m’għandu jkun hawn l-ebda ndħil fuq wieħed x’jistaqsi. Dak huwa sagrosant, u l-mument li xi ħadd jibda jistaqsi dwar dan, ikollna problema.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Imma aħna għandna dritt noġġezzjonaw għal domandi li jsiru barra mir-remit tagħkom. Aħna qegħdin hawnhekk biex ħadd ma jieħu vantaġġ politiku a spejjeż ta’ min qed jiġi hawn biex jixhed.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Aħna qegħdin hawn biex niskopru l-verità, u jekk ix-xhud ma jweġibx, ma jkollniex...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Ix-xhud qed iwieġeb għal dak li għandu jwieġeb u mhux għal dak li m’għandux iwieġeb. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Huwa fl-interess pubbliku li nkunu nafu jekk is-Sur Apap Bologna, kif qalilna hu,...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Is-Sur Apap Bologna għandu d-drittijiet ukoll.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dażgur li għandu drittijiet. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U ħadd m’hu qed jipprova jiċħadhomlu.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Mela allura għandu dritt għas-silenzju, u meta jirrigwarda affarijiet li mhumiex fil-kompitu ta’ dan il-Kumitat, għandu dritt għas-silenzju.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jgħid li jekk iwieġeb jinkrimina ruħu. Dak li għandu dritt jagħmel.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għandu dritt għas-silenzju. Jew intom ma temmnux fid-dritt għas-silenzju?

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Fejn jaqblilhom iva, fejn jaqblilhom le.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Onor. Bedingfield, jekk għandek xi riżerva għar-ruling tal-Ispeaker nitolbok tgħidilna x’inhi r-riżerva tiegħek. L-Ispeaker kien ċar...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: M’għandix riżervi għar-ruling tal-Ispeaker. Qed tpoġġi l-kliem f’ħalqi, Sur President.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Il-Qrati Ewropej għandhom riżerva għar-ruling tal-Ispeaker. Għandux riżervi s-Sur Bedingfield jien frankament niġi naqa’ u nqum, però l-Qrati Ewropej għandhom. U jien, fuq dawk noqgħod. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dottorressa jien għedtlek li inti għandek rimedji which you may persue, if you decide to persue these remedies, you can go down that route, but...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: We are not here for anyone to score political points. We are here to answer questions in relation to the Auditor General’s Report. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Appuntu. U waħda mill-punti... 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Dak huwa r-remit tagħkom.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jekk taqra r-rapport – u jien qrajtu r-rapport –...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Anke jien qrajtu.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Wieħed mill-punti tar-rapport kien proprju jekk kienx hemm ftehim minn qabel l-elezzjoni...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: U qed jgħidlek li le, ma kien hemm ebda ftehim minn qabel.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I have already answered that, and I told you that there wasn’t.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien qed nindaga x’kienet il-connection.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Maybe he is not believing you that there wasn’t, so he’s asking further questions.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: But then it’s not for us... He can believe or disbelieve, but not argue.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien m’iniex qed nargumenta, qed nistaqsih.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: We asked the question of whether this matter was discussed before the election. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: And he said no.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imma l-Onor. Karol Aquilina qed jistaqsi mistoqsijiet li jistgħu jkunu pertinenti biex jitfgħu dawl fuq jekk dak li qed jgħid is-Sur Apap Bologna huwiex veru jew le.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qallek li ltaqa’ mal-Prim Ministru.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U jien qed nistaqsih fejn.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Min stiednu mhuwiex rilevanti.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dażgur li huwa rilevanti. Tant huwa rilevanti li ma jridx iweġibha.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kieku mhuwiex rilevanti kien jgħid: Aħna konna l-magħmudija ta’ kuġin komuni u tgħidx kemm iddiskutejna l-quċċijja. Imma s-Sur Apap Bologna ma jridx jgħidilna.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma jridx jgħidilna!

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: M’aħniex hawn biex niddiskutu l-quċċijja.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Absolutely. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jekk tistaqsih fuq il-quċċijja wkoll ma jirrispondix. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sur Apap Bologna, min stiednek għal din l-okkażjoni fejn inti ltqajt mal-Prim Ministru? Jien nitlob lis-segretarja tieħu nota li x-xhud qed jirrifjuta li jwieġeb mingħajr ebda spjegazzjoni.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qed jinvoka d-dritt għas-silenzju. Apparti l-fatt li din id-domanda hija barra mir-remit ta’ dan il-Kumitat.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Itellifnix mid-dritt tiegħi. Jien m’iniex qiegħed hawn bi dritt personali tiegħi, imma qed nirrappreżenta lil ħaddieħor. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qiegħed hawn tirrappreżenta lill-Public Accounts Committee, li għandu ċerti poteri u ċerti limitazzjonijiet.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qiegħed hawn nirrappreżenta lill-eletturi Maltin u Għawdxin.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Dak meta tkun fil-Parlament.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Dan huwa l-Parlament. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: You are governed by standing orders which you have to... (Interruzzjonijiet)

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dan huwa l-Parlament. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Ara Standing Order 120E biex tara x’inhuma l-limitazzjonijiet tiegħek, jekk jogħġbok.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sur Apap Bologna, fejn iltqajt ma’ Joseph Muscat l-ewwel darba?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I think that is out of the remit and I am not answering. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: F’liema lokalità kien? Tiċħad li kienet dar ta’ persuna li llum huwa Ministru tal-Gvern?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I refrain to answer.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dan il-post li fih iltqajt mal-Prim Ministru huwa viċin ta’ fejn toqgħod inti?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I refrain to answer. I already explained to you that this project was never discussed.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So you say you were invited for a dinner. Am I right?

DR. GIANNELLA DE MARCO: He didn’t say it was a dinner; he said it was a private function.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: May I suggest that the private function was a dinner? And it was more than once.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I have already explained to you that it was two or three times, but it was not necessarily... (Interruzzjonijiet)

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: I am asking whether the two or three times were dinners actually, not a stand up social event in the lobby of a hotel but an event in a private home, sitting down at dinner with a person who today is a sitting minister. This is the suggestion that Hon. Aquilina made. Did you get my question?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, I got your question.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: And what is your answer to that?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: These dinners, or parties, or whatever they were he said he never... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jekk jogħġbok, Dr de Marco, jirrispondi hu mhux inti.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Were they dinners?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I have never discussed the project, and I refrain to answer that question.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Why do you find it so difficult to answer a question...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I am calling my right to silence.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Why do you find it so difficult to answer a question, and invoke the right to silence, to inform this Committee whether you had dinner with Joseph Muscat before the election at the house of a sitting minister today? Is it so important to keep this secret in pectore? Why is it so important? Why can’t you tell this Committee whether you discussed this matter in the home of a sitting minister, where amongst those present there was Joseph Muscat? Was Keith Schembri present, by any chance?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I told you. I have already said about Keith Schembri.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: What he present?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I hadn’t met him.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: He’s never met him.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: How many persons were present at these social gatherings? How many were you at these four instances of social gatherings? Two?  Three?  Five? Seven?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t remember.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: X’inhi d-diffikultà kbira li twieġeb għal din id-domanda? Tajjeb li nifhmu li hawnhekk qegħdin nitkellmu fuq l-ikbar kuntratt pubbliku li qatt ingħata minn gvern Malti. X’inhi din id-diffikultà daqshekk kbira min-naħa tiegħek li din il-ħaġa tħoss li m’għandekx tgħidha? X’inhi d-diffikultà? Qed tħoss li tista’ tinkrimina lilek innifsek?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: L-oġġezzjoni tiegħi biex ix-xhud jirrispondi d-domanda hija għax din id-domanda m’għandhiex x’taqsam ma’ dan il-kuntratt. Is-Sur Apap Bologna diġà qal li fuq dan il-kuntratt u fuq dan il-proġett ma tkellem ma’ ħadd minn dawk li qed jiġi ssuġġerit. Din hija r-risposta tiegħu. Affarijiet barra minn dan il-kuntratt jew barra dik ir-risposta m’għandhomx x’jaqsmu mal-iskop ta’ dan il-Kumitat.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ħlief li qalilna li jagħżel li ma jweġibx, mhux li ċaħad.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għandu dritt għas-silenzju.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Inti weġibt iktar milli wieġeb hu. Meta għamiltlu l-mistoqsijiet speċifiċi fuq il-prim ministru u mhux prim ministru...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qed ngħid x’qalilkom hu.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hu għażel li ma jweġibx u inti kważi kkonfermajt. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Le, għedtilkom li qatt ma qalilkom...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sur Apap Bologna, ma tridx twieġeb u se jkollna niskopruha mod ieħor. Ma jimpurtax. Naslu għaliha wkoll. Ara ma taħsibx li din se tieqaf hawn. Il-verità, llum jew għada, bik jew mingħajrek, se naslu għaliha xorta aħna. 

Għaddiet l-elezzjoni ...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: J’Alla taslu għaliha.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ibqa’ ċert li naslu għaliha.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: That’s what we want. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ibqa’ ċert li naslu għaliha.  U din m’għandha x’taqsam xejn mal-fatt li jien deputat, jew li xi ħadd minna huwa deputat. Se naslu għaliha.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’ll be glad that you come to the conclusion because you would realise that I’m telling you the truth.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: M’iniex ċert li inti tkun kuntent wara li naslu għall-verità.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Inti donnok diġà wasalt għall-konklużjoni.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Inti, fid-9 ta’ Jannar skoprejt li l-Labour Party se joħroġ... (Interruzzjonijiet)

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sħabek waslu għaliha, Onor. Bedingfield. Inti tibqa’ toħroġ għonqok għalihom sal-aħħar.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ilna ngħidulu biex ma jibqax jagħmel hekk, imma...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Isma’ minni, tibqax toħroġ għonqok għal kulħadd. 
ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jiġifieri inti qed tgħid li aħna d-deputati hawnhekk...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Qed ngħidlek li ma jistħoqlokx tibqa’ toħroġ għonqok għal kulħadd.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jiġifieri inti bħala Chairman qed tgħidilna li aħna niġu hawnhekk biex insaħħnu s-siġġu? Hekk qed tgħid? Ara jekk iniex qed nifhmek sew.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Le, jien qed ngħidlek li ma jistħoqlokx toħroġ għonqok għal kulħadd. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Inti agħmel xogħlok, u aħna nagħmlu tagħna.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT (Segretarju Parlamentari għaċ-Ċittadinanza u l-Komunitajiet):  Agħmel xogħlok, Sur President.  M’intix qed tagħmlu bħalissa.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Frankament ma nafx għalfejn qed niġu niltaqgħu hawnhekk jekk intom diġà wasaltu għall-konklużjoni, anzi kontu kkonkludejtu, qabel ma ġejna biex neżaminaw dan ir-rapport tal-Awditur Ġenerali. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT:  U sfumalkom kollox fix-xejn.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sur Apap Bologna, fil-bidu ta’ Jannar skoprejt li l-Labour Party kellu dan il-famuż pjan tal-enerġija...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Mhux skopejt imma kienet fil-gazzetti kollha. Kulħadd skopra.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Bħalma skoprejt jien.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Exactly.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Jien skoprejt! I mean...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U iva!

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, you are pointing the finger.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Inti sirt taf li hemm dan il-pjan tal-enerġija.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Bħall-kumplament ta’ Malta.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dommna nitkellmu dwaru kumpanija elettorali sħiħa. Naqblu? Kien suġġett importantissimu fil-kampanja elettorali tal-2013. Naqblu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:Yes.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Inti x’għamilt hemmhekk?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I presented this to Mr Fenech who then presented it to his father.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Mr Fenech min hu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Mr Yorgen Fenech.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Meta kien dan?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I think it was about the 18th of January.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri disat ijiem wara din it-tħabbira inti għamilt kuntatt ma’ Yorgen Fenech.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U għedtlu: Isma’, jien għandi dan diġà.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I had the proposal but I didn’t have the partners.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Int mort għand Yorgen Fenech u għedtlu: Għandi din jiena.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U x’qallek Yorgen?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Ħa nurih lil papà. Jekk il-papà jkun interessat, inkellmek lura.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U x’ġara imbagħad fil-verità?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yorgen ċempilli u qalli: Il-papà jrid jarak. Jien mort nara l-papà tiegħu, we discussed it and he said: Listen yes, I am interested in doing this.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Meta kien dan?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t remember the date, but it would have been after a couple of days. And he told me specifically why he was interested in this, because they had already tendered for the previous power station with a gas project and they had Jewish partners involved in that project and they weren’t awarded that project, because the then Government decided to go onto HFO and awarded the  BWSC plant. So he wanted to do it again. He wanted to go in.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imbagħad għamel xi ħaġ’oħra? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Then I turned around and told him: I had Mr Gasan with me in the first project, I think we need to speak to him and bring him on board. I said: Shall I do it? He said:  No, I’ll speak to him and I’ll get back to you. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imbagħad?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Mr George Fenech approached Mr Gasan, Mr Gasan said he was interested, and so we sat down and we said: Yes, let’s take this forward. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U hawnhekk, bejn wieħed u ieħor, wasalna end of January, beginning of February? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It could be; I don’t know the exact dates.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kienet għaddiet l-elezzjoni?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: We are in 2021 and that was 2013. It’s a while back.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sa dan il-punt kienet għaddiet l-elezzjoni jew le? L-elezzjoni kienet fit-8 jew fid-9 ta’ Marzu.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Ma niftakarx.
ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma tiftakarx li kienet għaddiet l-elezzjoni.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: When we all sat down together? 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  If you’re sure tell him, if you’re not... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  It was before. This was happening all in... It first came out in January, I presented it to them and it...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mela qed tgħidli li ftehemtu, fis-sens li ltqajtu u tkellimtu, inti, Yorgen Fenech jew il-papà tiegħu, u Gasan, through Joe Gasan qed nifhem jien.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U x’għamiltu mbagħad? Għedtu li taqblu li taħdmu fuqha din. Imbagħad x’għamiltu? X’kien l-ewwel pass?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: We started dropping emails to certain people who are in the power industry...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Certain people like who?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Like my cousin who works for EDF ...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: And what is your cousin’s name?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Claude Ayoub. I sent him the press cuttings and asked him: Is there any interest?  And to be quite honest with you nobody was interested because there was nothing conclusive.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: And then?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: So then we waited for the election to go by. Then the expression of interest (EoI) came out and when the EoI came out we started contacting people to see whether they wanted to join...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Specifically who?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: We contacted Rolls Royce, EDF, Mitsui, General Electric, Siemens...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: How did you contact them? You sent an email, a letter, a courier, a pigeon?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: First of all at EDF there was my cousin who worked there, and Mitsui worked with Tumas Group.  We couldn’t find enybody who we could sort of entice to come on, and I went back and spoke to Gasol. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  At the UK?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Yes back to the UK. I was reluctant to go to Gasol after we had done all that work previously. I told them: Look, there is this EoI, are you interested? They came back and said they were interested. They were already working with the State Oil Company of Azerbaijan Republic (SOCAR) and Siemens, and slowly slowly the consortium started coming together.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Meta tgħid li għamilt kuntatt magħhom x’għamilt? Bgħatt email? Bgħatt ittra?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I picked up the phone and I called the boss.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Who you knew.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Who I knew.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: The boss of what?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The owner of Gasol.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Who is?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Bert Cooper.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kif tafha lil din il-persuna?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: As I mentioned previously my closest friend was on his board of Afren.
ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Minn hemmhekk sirt tafu. Kien laqqgħek miegħu qabel, u allura kont tafu, u għedt: Ħalli nipprova... Jiġifieri Gasol ġew minħabba din il-connection tiegħek ma’ din il-persuna.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: From my school friend.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sa dan il-punt, għandek idea meta kien dan iż-żmien? Tiftakar?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: This would have been after the EoI came out.  The EoI came out on the 11th April 2013, so it would been around that time. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Ħa nieħdok pass lura. Meta avviċinajt lil Yorgen Fenech, wara li fid-9 ta’ Jannar segwejt il-konferenza stampa tal-ex Ministru Konrad Mizzi, x’kienet ir-reazzjoni tiegħu? L-ewwel nett iltqajtu jew ċempiltlu? Kif kienet l-interaction dakinhar?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I knew the family from before, because I bought my first house from the Fenechs. So I knew Mr Ray Fenech.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Imma meta mort għand is-Sur Yorgen Fenech x’kienet ir-reazzjoni tiegħu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No reaction.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: He wasn’t surprised or...?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: He told me he was going to take it to his father.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Qallek jekk kienx qed jaħseb dwarha qabel diġà?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Żgur?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri inti qed tgħid li qabel id-9 ta’ Jannar 2013, qatt ma tkellimt ma’ Yorgen Fenech jew ma’ xi ħaddieħor...
DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Ma’ xi ħaddieħor tkellem; qallek li kien kellem lil Gasan qabel.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qatt tkellimt dwar dan il-proġett ma’ Yorgen Fenech jew ma’ xi kumpanija li għandu rabta magħha, jekk huwiex direttur jew shareholder, jew rappreżentant, eċċ.?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Ma’ Yorgen Fenech?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Bil-ġurament qed tgħid hekk.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Ma’ Yorgen Fenech?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Iva.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Eżatt.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qatt.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Qatt.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma’ NES jew xi ħadd li għandu x’jaqsam magħha qatt tkellimt?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Qatt.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Bil-ġurament qed tgħidha din.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Iva.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: U meta Yorgen Fenech mort tkellmu l-ewwel darba qallek jekk kienx diġà qed jaħseb fuqha hu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No he didn’t. I gave him the project. He told me: Great, you have a project, let me take it to my father.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Ma qallekx li ried jitkellem ma’ xi ħaddieħor qabel fuqha?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No. With papà.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Ma’ nies politiċi?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: With papà. I told you what he told me.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Qed nistaqsik biex inkun naf...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I have given you my answer. He told me he wanted to speak to his father.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jekk ikolli ngħidlek li inti, jew xi waħda mill-kumpaniji tiegħek, fil-verità ddikjarajtu li snin qabel l-2013 diġà kontu qed tiddiskutu l-proġett bejn NES u GEM Holdings, xi tgħidli?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: GEM Holdings wasn’t even made up. GEM Holdings was established on 8th of May 2013.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: I know. Imma taf jekk qattx iddikjarajtu hekk?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I know that there was a misdraft of a contract. That was a misdraft and I have already explained that. I never discussed the project with Mr Fenech.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qatt?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Qatt.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Spjegali ftit kif bdiet il-ħbiberija tiegħek mas-Sur Fenech.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Sekonda waħda.  Don’t answer this because...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kif tafu?

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: This is an integral part of this investigation.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: It’s out of the remit of the Committee.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Absolutely not. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: We are here to discuss the Auditor General’s report.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Which goes into the matter of shareholding, into the matter of how...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Then ask him about shareholding! You are now talking about his friendship and when it started.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kif sirt taf lil Mr Yorgen Fenech? Kontu tfal? Trabbejtu flimkien? M’iniex se nistaqsik jekk kontx tmur de la Salle College għax żgur ma kontx tmur hemm. Kien hawn min beda jieħu għalih għax għamiltlu din id-domanda! Kif sirt taf lil Yorgen Fenech?

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Għax kull min ġie hawnhekk staqsejnih fejn kien imur skola.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U s’issa kollha inzertaw li kienu jmorru de la Salle.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: You would be surprised, Onor. Bedingfield. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qallek li mar skola l-Ingilterra.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Naf, u għalhekk ma staqsejtux. Kif sirt taf lil Yorgen Fenech? Ngħid sewwa li inti u Yorgen Fenech ħbieb tal-qalb? 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Issa jew qabel? Meta?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Intom kontu, jew għadkom, ħbieb tal-qalb. Ejjew nibdew minn hemmhekk. Nispera li jekk tgħid li inti ħabib tal-qalb ta’ Yorgen Fenech ma tkunx qed tinkrimina ruħek, għax allura mbagħad għandna diversi nies li għandhom problema!

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Id-dritt għas-silenzju ma jfissirx li wieħed qed jinkrimina lilu nnifsu. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jiġifieri inti għandek problema biex twieġeb jekk kontx ħabib ta’ Yorgen Fenech qabel ma beda dan il-proċess?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Dik mhijiex id-domanda.  Jekk inti qed tgħidlu kienx ħabib qabel...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Qed tiffaċilitahielu.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Mela limit it like that, u forsi wieħed jista’...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Inti ħabib ta’ Yorgen Fenech, jew le?
DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Meta?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Illum ħabib tiegħu jew le? Iġġellidt miegħu inti?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: He hasn’t seen...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dr De Marco tixhedx inti! 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: U ajma!

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I haven’t seen Mr Fenech.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ilek ma tarah. Minn meta ilek ma tarah?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I haven’t seen him in the last nearly two years now.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Nimmaġina li minn wara li ġie arrestat.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Minn qabel.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Wara li ġie arrestat ma rajtux iktar.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Wara li s-Sur Yorgen Fenech irriżenja minn direttur ta’ ElectroGas erġajt rajtu?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Kif tidħol f’ElectroGas contract din?

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Mhux parti mill-...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Yorgen Fenech kien direttur ta’ ElectroGas u shareholder. Naqblu?

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Kien hemm relazzjoni wara?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Hu ma kienx direttur ta’ ElectroGas.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: I am not asking that question.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Pardon?

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Minn mindu Yorgen Fenech irriżenja mill-konsorzju, kellek relazzjoni miegħu wara, soċjali, professjonali, jew xort’oħra?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Iddiskutejtu dan ir-rapport, pereżempju?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, because he was arrested pretty much soon after he resigned so I didn’t speak to him.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ħa nerġgħu lura. Kif sirt taf lil Yorgen Fenech? Fejn iltqajt miegħu l-ewwel darba? Nafu li ma kontux skola flimkien.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t even remember.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma tiftakarx kif iltqajt miegħu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t remember.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Negozju flimkien kellkom, apparti din il-ħaġa?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ippruvajt tinvolvih inti fin-negozju miegħek?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Apparti dan?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Le, fuq kollox qed nitkellem jien.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Apart from this?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Was this the first time that you approached Yorgen Fenech to do a joint venture?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Was it the only time?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, the first time.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: First and only?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: You did not try to pitch xi ħaġ’oħra lilu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Żġur? Bil-ġurament qed tgħidha. Kemm tikkonferma li għedt le, għax diġà għedt le bil-ġurament. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għandu dritt għas-silenzju.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mela noqogħdu fuq li qalilna le, ma ppruvax jippiċċja xi negozju ieħor lil Yorgen Fenech. Inti, lil Yorgen Fenech dwar negozju biss kont tkellmu?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Le, hu qallek li qabel ta’ ElectroGas qatt ma pprova...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Le, hu qalli le għal kollox. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Qabel ElectroGas, le. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U wara ElectroGas? (Interruzzjonijiet) Hemmhekk tista’ tinkrimina ruħek.  Mhux hekk?  Għalhekk ma tridx... 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Le, għandu dritt għas-silenzju.  Għalhekk.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mela ma tridx twieġeb għal dik. Lil Yorgen Fenech ġieli pprovdejtlu xi ħaġa? Tajtu xi ħaġa? Iċempillek, jew jgħidlek: Għandi bżonn din, taqdini? Kien hemm xi okkażjoni...?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: X’inhi r-risposta? Iva jew le?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qed jagħżel id-dritt għas-silenzju.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: L-Onor. Karol Aquilina qed jistaqsik... Inti kellek din ir-relazzjoni ma’ Yorgen Fenech meta deherlek li kellek tinvolvih fil-proġett tal-power station, u l-Onor. Aquilina qed jgħidlek: Sussegwentament għal dan l-ewwel...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kemm ilek taf lil Yorgen Fenech? Għedt li sirt tafu f’dan il-kuntest.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kien hemm xi istanzi fejn Yorgen Fenech qallek: Isma’, għandi... Ma nafx, forsi biex ipattilek ta’ li għamilt miegħu. Mhux hekk? This was your baby u għalih kważi kważi waqgħet mis-sema.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I excercise my right to silence.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Naqblu li inti għandek dan in-negozju tal-mediċini, supplies, eċċ. Ġieli kont supplier ta’ Yorgen Fenech għal xi ħaġa?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Can you be direct?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: I am being direct.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I once helped his father who was very unwell, if that’s what you are referring to.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Apparti dik ma kienx hemm... Mhux fuq il-papà tiegħu qed nitkellem, imma fuqu. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għax ma nafx għal xiex qed tirriferi.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien wieħed minn dawk li nemmen li fuq min għadda għall-ħajja l-oħra ngħidu t-tajjeb biss, jiġifieri m’iniex qed nipprova ninferixxi xi ħaġa... Assolutament. Kien hemm xi okkażjoni fejn lilu pprovdejtlu xi ħaġa? 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Mediċini?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Whatever.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: I am trying to understand the question.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qed nistaqsih b’mod ġenerali.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I am not understanding the question.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Inti għandek aċċess għal ċerti affarijiet. Naqblu? Inti għandek negozju tal-mediċini, tas-supplies tal-mediċini... Minn dawn l-affarijiet kollha li inti għandek aċċess għalihom, ipprovdejt xi ħaġa lil Yorgen Fenech? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I am not understanding what you are trying to get at.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qed nistaqsik jekk kienx hemm xi ħaġa li inti tajt lil Yorgen Fenech.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t understand what you are saying.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma tafx jekk tajtux xi ħaġa jew le? M’għandekx idea.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t know what you’re pointing to.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ġieli talbek xi ħaġa? Ġieli ċempillek u qallek: Isma’, tista’ taqdini f’din?  Għandi bżonn din, jew għandi bżonn l-oħra. Naħseb li ġieli jkun hemm nies iċemplulek u jgħidulek: Isma’...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I know that he had asked me to help him with his father and his father’s medications. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Daqshekk. Xejn iktar. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: For help you’re saying.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  For help.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Xejn iktar.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: For help.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Xejn iktar, jiġifieri għall-għajnuna?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Iva. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Ma niftakarx.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So this would be obviously before... His father passed away quite a long time ago.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: December 2014.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So this incident must have happened before 2014.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Din li qed jirriferi għaliha hu.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Now Hon. Aquilina is asking you further. Where there other instances besides this...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: After or before?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: ...wherein Mr Yorgen Fenech asked you to assist him, to supply him, to provide him with something else besides that which he asked for his father? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t remember.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ġieli xtara xi ħaġa mingħandek?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t remember. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ġieli tajtu xi rigal?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: If it was his birthday and I was invited to his birthday party yes, I gave him a bottle of wine.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ġieli tajtu flixkun inbid. (Interruzzjonijiet) Le, ippermettili. Għandi l-mod tiegħi kif nistaqsi u dak se nuża jien.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Qed ngħid hekk biex tgħin lix-xhud.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dottoressa, inti ġieli għamilt eżami ta’ xhud, jiġifieri taf.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Għamilt xi darba l’hawn u ‘l hemm!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien nipprova nevita l-mistoqsijiet diretti. Ġieli tajtu rigal tal-birthday. Hu ġieli tak rigal tal-birthday, jew xi rigal ieħor?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: If I invited him to my birthday party yes, he got me a present.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U tiftakar x’tak?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: A bottle of wine.  Maybe two bottles of wine.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Jiġifieri nothing special. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  A nice bottle of wine because he was always very generous. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U inti kont tkun l-istess miegħu.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Within my means, yes.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dawk kienu ċirkostanzi normali. M’hemmx paniku. Mhux hekk? Issa jekk nieħdok f’ċirkostanza ta’ paniku, ġieli kien hemm xi ħaġa li talbek? Qallek: Isma’...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t remember. I don’t know what you are saying. Actually I don’t know what you are asking. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qatt ma ċempillek, jew ikkuntattjak u qallek: Għandi bżonn xi ħaġa?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t know what you’re asking and I don’t know what you are referring to.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  U jien qed nifhem li inti, lil Yorgen Fenech, għandek rispett lejh, jiġifieri kieku talbek kont tara kif tagħmel biex tgħinu.  Mhux hekk?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Qed jeżerċita d-dritt għas-silenzju.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Jien għandi problema għax ma nistax naqbad din il-line of questioning. Jekk is-sinjur li għandna quddiemna llum xi darba ta xi ħaġa lil xi ħaddieħor, ir-rilevanza fil-kuntest...  Jien ma nistax nifhem x’inhi r-rilevanza mar-rapport tal-Awditur jekk il-persuna kienx f’paniku jew ma kienx f’paniku, jew wara li ngħata l-kuntratt, il-fatt li xi ħadd kien mistieden għal party ta’ xi ħaddieħor, tas-sinjur jew tas-Sur Fenech, u skambjaw presents u taw flixkun inbid lil xulxin jew whatever.  Nixtieq nara x’inhi r-rilevanza mar-rapport li għandna quddiemna.  

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Għal li jista’ jkun ma kienx Petrus hux dan l-inbid li qlajt?  Kien jew ma kienx?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Għandu dritt għas-silenzju.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Fuq il-Petrus għandu d-dritt għas-silenzju!?

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  X’differenza tagħmel x’inhi d-ditta tal-inbid?

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Il-prezz forsi jkun xi ftit differenti!

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jekk trid nitkellmu fuq l-arloġġi wkoll fuq min kien Prim Ministru qabel!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Tiftakar jekk kienx Petrus jew le?  Jekk kien inbid li jqum għandek tiftakar żgur.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Dan l-inbid ogħla mill-arloġġ!

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  M’għandux x’jaqsam mal-kuntratt...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  L-arloġġi  enumerati qed tgħid?  Fil-każ nitkellmu meta trid, imma jien m’iniex qed nara r-rilevanza ta’ dan il-line of questioning mar-rapport li għandna quddiemna.  Bħala Membru ta’ dan il-Kumitat għandi dritt inkun naf għalfejn qed nistaqsu affarijiet – u din mhijiex l-ewwel darba – li m’għandhom x’jaqsmu assolutament xejn ma’ dak li għandna quddiemna. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Onor. Bedingfield, il-mistoqsijiet huma rilevanti għax qegħdin fl-istadju ta’ proċess twil ta’ mistoqsijiet biex jiġi stabbililt kif ġie kkonfigurat is-set-up tax-shareholding ta’ GEM Holdings fil-proġett ta’ ElectroGas, kif dak il-configuration tax-shareholding inbidel maż-żmien u kif wasalna biex GEM Holdings sar parti mill-konsorzju li ngħata l-akbar tender fl-istorja ta’ pajjiżna. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Bir-rispett kollu, Onor. Fenech Adami, id-ditta ta’ flixkun inbid tagħmel xi differenza!?  Qed twaqqgħu lil dan il-Kumitat għar-redikolu, bir-rispett kollu lejkom!  Naf li intom intellettwali ħafna fejn jidħol il-proċess...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Onor. Bedingfield, allura jsir rilevanti ħafna x’inhuma l-obbligazzjonijiet reċiproċi bejn membru u ieħor tal-istess konsorzju.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kif tiddeskrivi r-relazzjoni tiegħek ma’ Yorgen Fenech?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Our friendship developed over the lifespan of...to where we got to the project.  

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Mela mill-2013 ’il quddiem.  

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Imma kif tiddeskriviha?  Kontu close ħafna? Kontu bilkemm tkellmu lil xulxin? Kontu familjari ma’ xulxin?  Kif? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  It depends what it was referring to. We spoke because we spoke about the project.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Il-familji tagħkom jafu lil xulxin?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Yes, we became friends.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  U kemm kontu ħbieb?  Spjegali ftit. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  We used to meet up once in a while.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  U l-aħħar darba li ltqajtu tista’ tgħidli meta kien?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Għandu dritt għas-silenzju għax huwa barra mill-iskop ta’ dan...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Għandek problema biex tgħid meta ltqajt miegħu l-aħħar? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  I think this is out of the scope, so I’m calling my right to silence.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Pereżempju meta ġie arrestat kont ilek ma tarah sitt xhur, jew kont ilek ma tarah jumejn?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Qed jeżerċita d-dritt għas-silenzju. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  U meta kien l-aħħar li kkomunikajt miegħu inti?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Qed jeżerċita d-dritt għas-silenzju. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Jiddispjaċik għal dak li ġara lil Yorgen Fenech?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Qed jeżerċita d-dritt għas-silenzju. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Inti għedtilna li s-set-up kollu ta’ ElectroGas beda mid-9 ta’ Jannar, fi ftit ġimgħat għaqqadt is-set-up kollu billi ġibt flimkien il-familja Gasan, li inti relatat magħhom...  Jien naf li inti qarib tagħhom. Naqblu?  Spjegaha ftit għax ma nafx eżatt kif tiġi minnhom. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Kif diġà għedtlek, qabel kienu miegħi, imbagħad is-Sur George ġabhom flimkien.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Imma spjega ftit Gasanijiet kif jiġu minnek.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  It’s beyond...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Qed nistaqsih għax naf li qalha.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Jagħżel id-dritt għas-silenzju.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Inti qed tgħidilna li s-Sur George ġab lil Gasanijiet on board...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Li kienu diġà hemm qabel. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  ...tkellimt magħhom u ltqajtu, ħarġet l-EoI, inti bdejt tagħmel kuntatti ma’ dawn id-diversi nies li kont taf inti u li stajt taqbad u ċċemplilhom u tgħidilhom jekk kenux interessati, u wasalt għall-formazzjoni ta’ dan il-konsorzju. Tiftakar meta kien li kont għedt li għaqqadt il-konsorzju?  Għandek idea meta kien dan iż-żmien?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  This was very close to the submission of the EoI. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Very close, jiġifieri couple of days, weeks, what?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  If I’m not mistaken at least about a week before the closing. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Mela għaqqadt il-konsorzju, imbagħad ridtu tippreparaw is-submission.  Mhux hekk?  Jew kontu diġà ppreparajtu s-submission?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  There was Gasol who was already doing work on it.  We needed to complete the submission and Siemens came on right at the last minute; within a week or days of the closing of the EoI. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  U inti kont hands-on f’dan il-proċess.  Qed nifhem sew? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  At that point in time, yes. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Min kienu n-nies involuti biex ippreparatju s-submission tal-EoI?  

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  There was Michael Kunz, with all his team, from Gasol.  If you ask me to remember all the names of the people from Gasol, I think it’s asking...  

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  No, only the lead persons. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Then there was the person from Siemens who was Gerhard...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Jiġifieri dawn kienu hawn Malta mbagħad?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Yes they came to Malta.  I met the Siemens people the second time here in Malta. Actually Siemens were looking at going with other people but then they decided to join us.   We were also discussing with GE at the time, but GE went short; I think that GE at the time didn’t want to come in as equity shareholders but they wanted to come in as just suppliers but we were more interested in getting somebody with a big name and a big balance sheet to come into the company, so somebody like Siemens.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  You said Siemens were considering joining another consortium?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  They were looking at all options at the time. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Sorry for stopping you. Jiġifieri meta Siemens kienu qed jagħmlu diskussjonijiet magħkom tawkom x’tifhmu li kienu għaddejjin diskussjonijiet ma’ bidders potenzjali oħra għal dan it-tender? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  From my understanding that was the case, but you have to ask Siemens about that.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  U x’kienet ir-raġuni, taħseb inti, li mbagħad għażlu lilkom u ma marrux ma’ bidder ieħor? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Because we had done a lot of work. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Għax kellkom ċans aħjar biex tirbħu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  No, because we had done a lot of work. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Jiġifieri kontu avvanzajtu aktar.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  We had already done a lot of work in 2006 and 2007.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Kontu aktar ippreparati. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Mela s’issa wasalna sa Siemens. Għedt li dawn ġew hawn Malta.  Min kien hemm aktar?  

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  There was SOCAR which came in with Gasol.  They were already working with Gasol in the Benin region so they were working on other projects together.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  U għalfejn kellkom bżonn lil SOCAR? Kien hemm xi raġuni għalfejn?  Għal xiex kienu magħrufin SOCAR?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  SOCAR have 150 years experience in LNG supplies or gas supplies. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  U min ġabhom fil-konsorzju s-SOCAR?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Gasol.  They were working with them already. So much so, even Siemens were already working with Gasol at the time on other projects.  

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Jiġifieri inti ma kellekx kuntatti ma’ Ażerbajġan.  Il-kuntatt kien through Gasol imbagħad għaddew... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Le, ma kellix. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Imbagħad kien hemm il-parti Maltija.  Min kien hemm involuti mill-Maltin?  

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  In the submission? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Yes.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  There was the Siemens team, there was the SOCAR team, there was the Gasol team, and there was Yorgen.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Ma’ Yorgen min kien hemm qed jipprepara s-submission?  

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Myself.  

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Inti kont qed tgħaqqad kollox. 
IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  I just got the people together, but I didn’t get in. So much so that I didn’t even join the negotiating committee.  The negotiating committee started then and took the project all the way through.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Min aktar kien hemm, apparti inti u Yorgen Fenech, li kien qed jagħmel ix-xogħol hawn Malta?  Min kienu n-nies involuti?  

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  There was Mark Gasan.  Nobody else that I know of.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Jiġifieri ma kienx hemm, biex inpoġġiha hekk, nies li qabbadtu intom professjonalment biex jagħmlu x-xogħol? Nimmaġina li kien hemm. M’iniex qed ngħid għal nies li kienu magħkom fin-negozju. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Lawyers as well?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Yes, anyone.  

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Obviously then we recruited the different... I don’t know exactly at what stage they all came on board, but obviously when we needed to then start submitting financial models and whatever, then obviously we had lawyers, and we had PriceWaterhouseCoopers who prepared the financial model and submitted it.  

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Imma dan mhux fl-EoI imma wara. Ħalli niċċaraw ftit l-affarijiet.  L-EoI kienet xi ħaġa kkumplikata ħafna biex tagħmilha?  Mill-punto di vista tiegħek, dan kien dokument qasir jew kienet biċċa xogħol li trid...?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  I was a very little part of it because it was Gasol that...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  But you saw the end result. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  I hardly saw the end result because I wasn’t the one who then took it and submitted it. It was Gasol who submitted it because they were the lead team moving the whole project forward. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Do you have a copy of this?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  I don’t have LNG to power experience.  They were the ones who had it, they have done projects like this before, and so they were submitting it. Yes, I would have seen it back in 2013, but I haven’t seen it since then. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Għandek kopja tagħha din?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  I don’t have it myself personally.  Probably it’s at GEM Holdings’ office.  

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Can you get a copy of it please?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  I will try to. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Sur Apap Bologna, minn dak li ġie rrappurtat fil-media, mill-inkjesta rriżulta li dan kien qisu l-pet project tiegħek.  Anke fix-xhieda li tajt illum hawnhekk juri li l-idea bdejtha inti, qisek inti kont il-kreatur, imbagħad mort għand Yorgen, Yorgen mar għand nies oħra, u kibret. Imma mbagħad donnu li inti ħadt step lura u qisu Yorgen ħa l-leading role li kellek inti fil-bidu.  

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Yes. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  X’kienet ir-raġuni? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Mr George Fenech wished that this project was run by his son.  I’m not a person who is argumentative and whatever, and Mr Fenech himself, God rest his soul, was a very powerful person. Yorgen had nothing to do, or had very little to do, at the time and he wished that his son takes this project forward. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Imma s-Sur Fenech qallek to take a step back...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  No.  There was Mr Gasan and myself present when he said to all of us that he wished that his son takes this project forward because he didn’t have very much to do at the time. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Jiġifieri r-raġuni kienet għax Yorgen Fenech dak iż-żmien ma kellux x’jagħmel?
IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Ma kellux ħafna x’jagħmel dak iż-żmien.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: U ried jagħtih dan il-proġett bħala skop biex jaħdem fuqu hu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  He had more time to give to the project than any of us did.  So his father said that he will take the project forward. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Forsi għax kellu kuntatti aħjar?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  That’s not what he said.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  I didn’t say that. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  I’m asking the question.  I’m not saying that he said it.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  You’re assuming.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: You’re assuming, and I think you got to ask…

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: I will ask, don’t worry.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Qed jgħid x’intqal. Issa daqshekk jista’ jgħidlek.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Imma milli taħseb inti, minn kif ġraw l-affarijiet, x’kienet ir-raġuni?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I already told you what the reason was.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Għax Yorgen ma kellux x’jagħmel?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Yes.  Għax kellu iktar żmien u missieru ried li hu jmexxi dan il-proġett.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: U kemm hu kbir dan il-proġett fl-ischeme of things? Kemm hu kbir il-proġett tal-power station għall-impenji li għandek inti? Would it have taken up all your time? Your approach to this project was “se jkolli dan il-ġugarell, noqgħod inċekċek bih”  jew kien il-proġett ta’ ħajtek? My question is:  Fil-pjan ta’ ħajtek, dan il-proġett kien il-proġett li se tinkuruna l-karriera tan-negozju tiegħek bih, jew kien il-proġett li jkollok aside? Pereżempju, hawn min ikollu negozju, imbagħad biex jgħaddi ż-żmien jagħmel negozju aside. Your approach to this project kien li it is the jewel in the crown, or that it is just any other project?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I was serious about this project like with every other project.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Am I right in saying that it is the biggest project you ever entered into?  To the extent that you could not finance it.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Mhux hekk għedtilna?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: When we entered the project, it was set at one fee, so we knew, when we worked out our capex, that the project was at a size where I could cope with it. As the project grew and the overruns grew, I couldn’t cope with it and that is why I reduced my shareholding.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Am I right in saying that the project grew and the overruns grew after you were even shortlisted? Am I right in sayintg that the project  morphed into something much bigger in the selection process? So you went in for a project, all other bidders went in for a project, but this project, after all other bidders were eliminated except you and the second bidder... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: There were three and then one was disqualified.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: They were shortlisted to three, one was disqualified and then you ended up two. Am I right to say that this project, at the stage where all others were eliminated, morphed into something much bigger than it was?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  When you say morphed into something much bigger, do you mean like financially?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: It developed.  Even the scope of the project, the Government intervention in this project, the guarantee...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The scope of the project remained exactly the same, it was producing electricity and...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma, pereżempju, l-ewwel kien se jkun hemm it-tankijiet fuq l-art, imbagħad spiċċajna  bil-vapur.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: We never proposed tanks on land.  Never.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  Is that why the proposal changed from Enemalta?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  You have to ask Enemalta that.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: But you do realise that Enemalta was advised all the way that the safest procedure in this matter was to have tanks on land, however we ended up with a tank in the middle of the sea.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  I think that’s not a question to ask him.  Ask the people...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Are you aware that Enemalta’s experts had advised, and the Auditor highlights this, i.e that all advice...?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’ve read the Auditor’s report, and what it highlights is that, yes, there was a better practice, however due to the timing of this project and the short span of this project, they took the decision...  (Interruzzjonijiet)

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: All advise was to have tanks on land, however Joseph Muscat, for some mysterious reason, decided that this project should be finished within 18 months, which it did not, this project ended up, correct me if I’m wrong, a year and a half later...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  You are wrong.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Is this a question?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: This project was delayed, and the reason for having the floating ship because of time, was superseded because of the fact that you were late. Spiċċajna bit-tanker fil-baħar... 
ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  U ġiet tajba għalikom għax l-unika proposta tagħkom kienet fuq il-baħar. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Are you aware that all advise to Enemalta was to have the tanks on shore?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: From the Auditor’s report, yes.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:   Ħalli nieħdok pass lura.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  But you are aware that... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  From when I read in the NAO report.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  He was aware after the events.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: But you are aware that when Enemalta opted for a floating vessel it departed from all advise it had.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Ma qalx hekk, qal li sar jaf meta qara l-NAO report.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  How lucky you are!  Se jagħmel l-aħħar domanda l-Onor. Callus u nieqfu hawnhekk għax sar il-ħin għas-seduta fil-Plenarja.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:   Sur Apap Bologna, inti għedt li r-raġuni għalfejn you took a step back and Yorgen took a step forward hija on instructions of his father biex Yorgen ikollu xi ħaġa x’jagħmel u jkun il-leader ta’ dan il-proġett.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: On request.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  He doesn’t take instructions...

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:   Agreed. L-inkwiet tiegħi hu li fix-xhieda li inti tajt lill-public enquiry you said something totally different, and I quote:

“Because I didn’t have the knowhow or technical knowledge to put this together. Yorgen Fenech is more qualified for that.”.

It’s very  much different to what you said here.
ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Tista’ tgħidli jekk intix qiegħed tikkwota mill-atti tal-inkjesti jew inkella mir-rapport.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:   Qed nikkwota minn The Times of Malta.  (Interruzzjonijiet)  Imma jibqa’ l-fatt li r-raġuni li ngħatat hawnhekk hija differenti minn dak li qal fl-inkjesta.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Jibqa’ l-fatt li mhux l-atti tal-inkjesta, imma huma xi ħaġa li sema’ xi ħadd u li mbagħad kiteb dwaru. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Jekk qed tikkwota x’qal ix-xhud trid tgħidlu minn fejn qed tikkwotah u turih il-kwotazzjoni.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: L-Onor. Ryan Callus qed jikkwota mir-rapport ta’ The Times of Malta dwar dak li s-Sur Apap Bologna xehed fil-public enquiry. Fil-public enquiry inti, Sur Apap Bologna, tajt bħala raġuni mhux li l-papà ta’ Yorgen talbek...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Mhux lilu biss talab, imma lix-shareholders kollha.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  ...ir-raġuni għalfejn Yorgen Fenech spiċċa the lead shareholder hija because he was a competent person. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  It’s also; it’s a part of.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  But you didn’t say so before.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:   It’s convenient to say also now.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It’s not a matter of convenience, it’s a matter of truth.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Jien fadalli mistoqsija waħda. Kemm qlajt minn dan il-proġett inti?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Kemm qlajt?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Iva, kemm qlajt. Ma naħsibx li għamiltha għall-karità. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Kemm qlajt, jew kemm ħadt flus? 
ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Kemm qlajt.

IS-SUR APAP BOLOGNA: Because there’s a very big difference. If you ask me whether I took any money from the project, I tell you that I took zero.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Profitt għamilt?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Zero.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Mela inti qed tgħid li m’għamiltx profitt.  Mela allura għalxiex kont qed tirriferi issa meta qed għedt kemm ħadt?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: There’s a big difference because when we got our success fees, they went all back into the project to finance the project so we never got anything.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Kemm ħadt success fees?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The success fees were split.  They were sent to GEM Holdings; we had €4.1 million in success fees and €2 million in development fees.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Dawk tiegħek biss?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Those belong to the shareholders of GEM Holdings.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Imma qegħdin fil-kumpanija.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: They’re in ElectroGas, because then we paid for all the expenses that there were.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Jiġifieri inti qed tgħid li bottomline, profitt m’għamilt xejn u dak li kellek dritt għalih, biex ngħid hekk, erġajt tfajtu lura fil-proġett.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mela se nieqfu hawnhekk. Thank you very much, Mr Apap Bologna.  You’ll be advised accordingly whether you’ll be requested to attend for another session. Good afternoon.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Thank you and good afternoon.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Qabel nagħlqu rrid ngħid li rċevejna email mill-Uffiċċju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika, li tinkludi informazzjoni u dokumenti mitluba mill-Kumitat f’laqgħat preċedenti.  Din il-korrispondenza mhijiex se tittella’ fuq il-website tal-Parlament minħabba li tinkludi informazzjoni kummerċjalment sensittiva.

Nirringrazzjakom u naġġorna l-Kumitat għal data u ħin li jiġu kkomunikati aktar ‘il quddiem.

Fil-4:01 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna.
