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Exhibition of nativity crib “Christus Natus Est”
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DAHLA

Bi pjacir inwasslilkom it-23 harga tal-perjodiku
mill-Parlament.Nemmenlidinil-pubblikazzjoni
saret punt ta’ referenza importanti ghal dak
li jirrigwarda I-hidma ta’ dan il-Parlament,
hidma li kif tistghu taraw tmur ferm lil hinn
mix-xoghol tradizzjonali tal-Parlament.

Aspett |i ghandu dejjem jibga’ fi¢c-centru
tal-hidma parlamentari huwa dak tar-
rapprezentanza tac-cittadini, li minghandhom
ghandna [|-mandat |i nillegizlaw sabiex
nimplimentaw politika |i tkun tassew ta’
gid ghac-cittadini. Irridu naraw ghalhekk i
nzommu kuntatt mac-cittadini u noffru diversi
modi sabiex dawn ikunu jistghu jsegwu din il-
hidmaul-frott litkun ged taghti. Dan hu wiehed
mill-iskopijiet ewlenin ta’ din il-pubblikazzjoni.

Kif shaqt kemme-il darba, nemmen ukoll
li |-hidma |i ssir mill-Parlamentari f’fora
interparlamentari hijaghodda ta’ diplomazija i
biha nistghu nkunu f’pozizzjoni ahjar li nifhmu
dak li jigri f'pajjizi ohra u kif ahna nistghu
mhux biss noffru soluzzjonijiet mill-esperjenza
taghna, izda wkoll insibu |-appogg taghhom
fejn ikun hemm bzonn. Ghalkemm il-hidma
diplomatika hija mansjoni primarjament tal-
Gvern, kull ma jmur qeghdin naraw li din tkun
aktar effettiva meta timxi id f'id mal-hidma li
ssir mill-Membri Parlamentari.

Din il-harga tkopri I-perjodu minn Mejju sal-
ahhartal-2019. Ikollinghid litmiemis-senakien
wiehed kemmxejn imgangal ghall-Parlament,
izda nemmen li dan huwa xhieda tal-fatt li
I-hidma parlamentari ma hix magtugha minn
dak kollu li jkun ghadde;j fil-pajjiz.

Nawgura li s-sena I-gdida tkun wahda i
fiha I-Parlament taghna jkompli jsahhah ir-
relevanza tieghu u jahdem favur il-gid tal-
poplu kollu

Anglu Farrugia
Speaker
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FOREWORD

It is my pleasure to bring to you the 23rd issue
of the periodical mill-Parlament. | believe that
this publication has become an important
reference point with regard to parliamentary
work, which as you can see extends well
beyond the traditional parliamentary work.

An aspect which should always remain central
to the work of Parliament is that of citizen
representation, those same citizens who
elected us to legislate in order to implement
policies which truly benefit the citizens. We
should therefore always remain in contact
with the citizens and offer different ways
whereby they can follow this work and how it
is bearing fruit. This is a primary objective of
this publication.

As | have often argued, | also believe that that
the work done in the inter-parliamentary fora
is a tool in diplomacy as it enables us to follow
closely what is going in other countries in
order to not only offer solutions based on our
experiences but also find their support when
this becomes necessary. Whereas diplomacy
remains primarily the remit of Government,
we are increasingly observing that this is more
effective when it is backed by the work of the
Members of Parliament.

This issue covers the period from May to the
end of 2019. | must say that the year ended
on a somewhat turbulent note, however |
firmly believe that this is evidence of the fact
that parliamentary work is not detached from
whatever is going on in our country.

| hope that the new year will be one in which
our Parliament continuesto assertitsrelevance
and work for the benefit of all the citizens.

Anglu Farrugia
Speaker
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ATTIVITAJIET TAL-PARLAMENT

EUFOREA — MALTA SYmMPOSIUM 2019

L-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia mexxa s-Simpozju ta’ Malta 2019 tal-EUFOREA
‘Accellera t-trasformazzjoni tal-kura tas-sahha fl-allergiji u fil-mard tal-passagg tan-nifs permezz ta’
implimentazzjoni ta’ soluzzjonijiet digitali u edukattivi f’dinja li ged tinbidel’. Membri ewlenin tal-komunita
medika ddiskutew l-allinjament ta’ approc¢ strutturat fir-rigward tal-implimentazzjoni tar-rwol tat-teknologija
digitali fit-trasformazzjoni tal-kura tas-sahha u t-tibdil fil-klima. Gew proposti soluzzjonijiet digitali u edukattivi
biex itejbu I-kwalita tal-hajja tal-pazjenti, bl-ghan li jintlahaq kunsens biex jigi fformulat il-Programm Edukattiv
tal-Pazjenti 2019 — 2020 tal-EUFOREA dwar allergiji u mard tal-passagg tan-nifs ‘Minn Awtoevalwazzjoni ghal
Awtogestjoni’. Fid-diskors tal-ftuh tieghu, I-Ispeaker tkellem dwar I-istat tal-ambjent, |-effetti negattivi tat-
tniggis tal-arja fuq il-bnedmin, u I-obbligi tal-gvernijiet lejn i¢c-Cittadini taghhom u lejn I-umanita. Huwa nnota
li I-gvernijiet huma obbligati li:

a. jizguraw li I-pjanijiet nazzjonali mmirati lejn it-titjib tal-ambjent ikunu implimentati;

b. jizguraw li kulhadd ikollu d-dritt ghall-hajja, u d-dritt ghal standard ta’ ghajxien adegwat ghas-sahha u
I-benesseri tal-individwu, inkluz ikel, hwejjeg, akkomodazzjoni, servizzi medici u servizzi soc¢jali necessarji; u
c. jizguraw li l-ommijiet u wliedhom ikollhom kura specjali.

Huwa zied jghid li filwaqt li I-bi¢cca I-kbira tal-pajjizi Ewropej iharsu dawn id-drittijiet gha¢-cittadini taghhom,
hemm bzonn li |-kundizzjonijiet ekonomici u socjali tal-popli taghhom jigu mtejba b’mod kostanti. Fir-
rigward tal-livelli tal-kwalita tal-arja, I-Istati Membri tal-UE huma obbligati jirrikonoxxu d-dritt tac-cittadini
Ewropej li jitolbu lill-awtoritajiet nazzjonali jimplimentaw pjan ghaz-zmien qasir bl-ghan li tinzamm jew
tinkiseb konformita mal-livelli tal-kwalita tal-arja preskritti fil-legizlazzjoni tal-UE. ll-partecipanti fis-Simpozju
EUFOREA-Malta ddiskutew il-progress fil-kura ta’ pazjenti li jpbatu mill-effetti tat-tniggis tal-arja, mizuri mmirati
biex itejbu I-kwalita tal-hajja, u kollaborazzjoni fost I|-istituzzjonijiet ta’ ricerka xjentifika.

Is-Simpozju ta’ Malta gie indirizzat ukoll mill-Prim Ministru I-Onor. Joseph Muscat, id-Deputat Prim Ministru
u Ministru ghas-Sahha I-Onor. Chris Fearne, il-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni |-Onor. Adrian Delia, u I-Kelliem tal-
Oppozizzjoni ghall-Anzjanita Attiva, Persuni b’Dizabilita u |-Glieda kontra d-Dipendenzi I-Onor. Maria Deguara.
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EUFOREA — MALTA Symposium 2019

The Speaker of the House of Representatives Hon. Anglu Farrugia presided over the 2019 Malta Symposium of
EUFOREA ‘Acceleratethe healthcaretransformationinallergy andairway diseases through theimplementation
of digital and educational solutions in a changing world’. Key members of the medical community discussed
and debated the alignment of a structured approach in respect of the implementation of the role of digital
technology in the transformation of healthcare and climate change. Digital and educational solutions were
proposed to improve patient quality of life with a view to reaching a consensus to formulate EUFOREA’s
2019 — 2020 Patient Educational Programme in Allergy and Airway Diseases ‘From Self-Assessment to Self-
Management’. In his opening address, the Speaker spoke about the state of the environment, the adverse
effects of air pollution on human beings, and the obligations of governments towards their citizens and
humanity. He noted that governments are obliged to:

a. ensure the implementation of national plans aimed at improving the state of the environment;

b. ensure to everyone the right to life, and the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and the
well-being of human beings, including food, clothing, housing and medical and necessary social services; and
c. ensure special care to mothers and their children.

He added that whereas most European countries safeguard these rights of their citizens, they need to
constantly improve the economic and social conditions of their people. In respect of air quality levels, EU
Member States are obliged to acknowledge the right of European citizens to require national authorities to
implement a short-term plan that aims to maintain or achieve compliance to the air quality levels prescribed
in EU legislation. Participants at the EUFOREA-Malta Symposium discussed progress in the treatment of
patients suffering from the harmful effects of air pollution, measures aimed at improving quality of life, and
collaboration amongst scientific research institutions.

The Malta Symposium was also addressed by Prime Minister Hon. Joseph Muscat, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Health Hon. Chis Fearne, Leader of the Opposition Hon. Adrian Delia, and Opposition
Spokesperson for Active Ageing, Persons with Disability and the Fight against Dependencies and other forms
of Addiction Hon. Maria Deguara.
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ATTIVITAJIET TAL-PARLAMENT (KONT.

ZJARA MIC-CHAIRPERSON TAS-CPA

L-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati, I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia u d-Deputy Speaker |-Onor. Claudette Buttigieg
lagghu lil Emilia Monjowa Lifaka, President tal-Kumitat Ezekuttiv tal-Assoc¢jazzjoni Parlamentari tal-
Commonwealth (CPA) u Deputy Speaker tal-Assemblea Nazzjonali tal-Kamerun.

L-Ispeaker tkellem dwar id-diversi attivitajiet tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar tal-Commonwealth, li hu President
taghhom. Huwa semma, inter alia, il-Kumitat ta” Tmexxija li issa huwa komplut, it-thejjija tat-toolkit dwar
it-Tibdil fil-Klima u |-Workshop tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar. Huwa rrefera wkoll ghat-twaqqif tal-Assoc¢jazzjoni
tal-Commonwealth tal-Kumitati dwar il-Kontijiet Pubbli¢i (CAPAC), kif ukoll il-benchmarks rakkomandati
mis-CPA ghal legizlaturi demokratici. IlI-President tal-Ezekuttiv tas-CPA enfasizzat il-kwistjoni pendenti tar-
revizjoni tal-istatus guridiku tal-Assoc¢jazzjoni minn dak ta’ istituzzjoni ta’ karita ghal dak ta’ organizzazzjoni
internazzjonali, filwaqt li ziedet li s-CPA kienet ipprezentat applikazzjoni f’dan ir-rigward lill-Gvern tar-Renju
Unit ghal bidla fl-istatus. L-Ispeaker gal li I-Parlament Malti se jappoggja din il-bidla.

L-Onor. Lifaka kienet akkumpanjata mill-Onor. Marie Rose Ada Owona epse Nguini Effa, Vici President tal-
Kumitat ghall-Affarijiet Kulturali, So¢jali u tal-Familja tal-Assemblea Nazzjonali tal-Kamerun.
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VISIT BY THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE CPA

The Speaker of the House of Representatives, Hon. Anglu Farrugia and Deputy Speaker Hon. Claudette
Buttigieg received a courtesy call by Emilia Monjowa Lifaka, Chairperson of the Executive Committee of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) and Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly of Cameroon.
Speaker Farrugia elaborated on the various activities carried out by the Commonwealth Small Branches,
which he Chairs. He mentioned, inter alia, the completion of the Steering Committee, the preparation
of the Climate Change Toolkit and the Small Branches Workshop. He also referred to the establishment
of the Commonwealth Association of Public Accounts Committees (CAPAC) and the CPA Recommended
Benchmarks for Democratic Legislatures. The Chairperson of the CPA Executive highlighted the pending
issue of reviewing the legal status of the said Association from that of a charitable institution to that of
an international organisation, adding that the CPA had submitted an application in this regard to the UK
Government for a change of status. Speaker Farrugia said that the Maltese Parliament would support this
change. Hon. Lifaka was accompanied by Hon. Marie Rose Ada Owona epse Nguini Effa, Vice-Chairperson of
the Committee on Cultural, Social and Family Affairs of the National Assembly of Cameroon.




mill-PARILAMIENT - Dicembru 2019

ATTIVITAJIET TAL-PAR

PARLIAMENTARY ACTIVITIES (CONT.)




muill-PARILAMENT - Dicembru 2019
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TNEDUA TAL-KTIEB JIENA THOMAS

Ktieb dwar il-hajja ta’ San Tumas More, intitolat Jiena Thomas, u miktub minn Patri Thomas Moore, tnieda
fI-10 ta’ Lulju fil-binja tal-Parlament. L-Ispeaker Anglu Farrugia spjega li I-onesta ta’ San Tumas More wasslet
ghall-martirju tieghu, u rrakommanda I-ktieb lil kull min hu interessat fil-politika peress li San Tumas More
huwa I-gaddis patrun tal-politici u tal-istatisti.

L-attivita giet indirizzata wkoll mill-awtur tal-ktieb Patri Thomas Moore, mid-Deputy Speaker |-Onor.
Claudette Buttigieg u mid-Deputy Whip tal-Oppozizzjoni I-Onor. Frederick Azzopardi.

SR Patri Thomas Moore 5
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LAUNCH OF BOOK JIENA THOMAS

A book on the life of St Thomas More, Jiena Thomas (I am Thomas) and authored by Brother Thomas Moore,
was launched on 10 July in the Parliament building. Speaker Anglu Farrugia explained that St Thomas More’s
honesty led to his martyrdom, and advised that, as St Thomas More is the patron saint of politicians and
statesmen, this book should be of interest to all those interested in politics.

The event was also addressed by the author of the book, Brother Thomas Moore, the Deputy Speaker Hon.
Claudette Buttigieg and the Deputy Whip of the Opposition Hon. Frederick Azzopardi.
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NTARY ACTIVITIES (CONT.)

NOTTE BIANCA 2019

The Speaker of the House of Representatives Hon. Anglu Farrugia had the opportunity to meet with the
visitors during this year’s Notte Bianca activity during which Parliament also opened its doors to the public.
As in previous years, there was a large number of visitors who took the opportunity to tour the building
and to admire the work and design of renowned architect Renzo Piano, while learning more about the
work carried out by the Members of Parliament who represent them. Those who attended, were also given
information about what is considered to be the official start of parliamentary democracy in Malta, following
the events that took place on the 1919 Sette Giugno, the centenary of which had just been commemorated
by the Maltese Parliament. Visitors could also view an exhibition of scientific research projects by university
students and held every year in the Parliament building as part of the Science in the City activities. The
public could also meet with teachers from the Giovanni Curmi School in Naxxar, who provided information
about the courses offered by this school.

|
|
|
|

NOTTE BIANCA 2019

L-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia ha I-okkazjoni li jiltaga’ mal-pubbliku hekk kif ghal
sena ohra |-Parlament rega’ fetah il-bibien tieghu waqt I-attivita tan-Notte Bianca. Bhalma gara fis-snin ta’
gabel, il-pubbliku kkonkorra bi hgaru u ha I-opportunita biex filwaqt li jdur il-binja u japprezza x-xoghol u
d-disinn tal-perit rinomat Renzo Piano, isir aktar konxju tal-hidma li ssir mid-Deputati li jirrapprezentawh f’din
[-istituzzjoni. Kull min attenda nghata wkoll taghrif dwar dak li hu meqjus il-bidu uffi¢jali tad-demokrazija
parlamentari f"Malta, wara |-avvenimenti li graw fis-Sette Giugno tal-1919, u li I-Parlament Malti kien ghadu
kif fakkar il-mitt sena taghhom. Kull min zar il-Parlament seta’ jara wkoll wirja ta’ progetti ta’ ricerka xjentifika
li ssir minn studenti universitarji u li tittella’ ta’ kull sena fil-binja tal-Parlament bhala parti mill-attivitajiet
ta’ Science in the City. ll-pubbliku seta’ jiltaga’” wkoll mal-ghalliema tal-Iskola Giovanni Curmi tan-Naxxar li
pprovdew informazzjoni dwar il-korsijiet li toffri din I-iskola.

18 19
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WIRJA TAL-ARTI ‘SUNLIGHT’

Fis-6 ta’ Novembru |-Ispeaker Anglu Farrugia inawgura wirja tal-arti fil-Parlament ta’ Malta minn Anastasia
Pace, bl-isem ‘Sunlight - Contemporary Watermedia and Qil Paintings’. F’kelmtejn tal-okkazjoni, I-Ispeaker
qal kif Malta tgawdi mid-dawl u mis-shana tax-xemx tul is-sena kollha. Id-dawl u s-shana, flimkien mal-ibhra
ta’ madwar il-gzejjer Maltin, huma elementi essenzjali tal-hajja umana u dik ambjentali. L-Ispeaker sahaq
fug id-dmir tal-harsien tal-hajja umana u tal-ambjent. Qal li ghalkemm il-bniedem jaghmel tajjeb li jiehu
inizjattivi ta’ zvilupp, inkluz dak teknologiku, madanakollu ghandu jara li ma jaghmilx hsara irreparabbli lill-
hajja umana u lill-ambjent. L-Onor. Farrugia esprima x-xewqa tieghu li aktar artisti u assoc¢jazzjonijiet fi hdan
is-socjeta civili f'pajjizna jersqu lejn il-Parlament, bil-ghan li jissahhu r-rabtiet bejn |-arti u I-politika ghall-gid
tad-demokrazija f’pajjizna. Permezz tal-espressjoni artistika, |-artist jista’ jghaddi messaggi cari u utli ghad-
diskussjoni fug temi ta’ interess generali.
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PARLIAMENTARY ACTIVITIES (CONT.)

‘SUNLIGHT’ ART EXHIBITION

On 6 November Speaker Anglu Farrugia inaugurated the art exhibition in the Parliament of Malta “Sunlight
— Contemporary Watermedia and Oil Paintings” by Anastasia Pace. In his speech, the Speaker said that
Malta enjoys the sun’s light and heat throughout the year. Light and heat, along with the sea around the
Maltese islands, are essential elements of human and environmental life. The Speaker stressed the duty
of protecting human life and the environment. He said that although it is good for us to take development
initiatives, including technological development, we should ensure that no irreparable damage is done to
human life and to the environment. Hon. Farrugia expressed his wish for more artists and associations within
civil society to approach Parliament, with a view to strengthen the links between art and politics for the
strengthening of democracy in our country. Through artistic expression, the artist can convey clear and
helpful messages for discussion on themes of general interest.
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IT-TIELET PARTI TAS-SESSJONI ORDINARIJA TAL-PACE TAL-2019

L-Onor. Emanuel Mallia mexxa d-delegazzjoni Maltija ghat-Tielet Parti tas-Sessjoni Ordinarja tal-2019 tal-
Assemblea Parlamentari tal-Kunsill tal-Ewropa (PACE) li nzammet bejn |-24 u t-28 ta’ Gunju fi Strazburgu.
Id-delegazzjoni inkludiet lill-Onor. Jason Azzopardi, I-Onor. Rosianne Cutajar, I-Onor. Etienne Grech, [-Onor.
Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici u I-Onor. Stefan Zrinzo Azzopardi. Ghadd ta’ sessjonijiet trattaw il-glieda kontra
I-vjolenza fuq it-tfal, li matulhom il-parlamenti nazzjonali gew imhegga jzidu I-involviment taghhom fl-
implimentazzjoni u |I-monitoragg tal-mira 16.2 tal-Ghanijiet ta’ Zvilupp Sostenibbli (SDGs) biex jintemm
I-abbuz, l-isfruttament, it-traffikar, it-tortura u forom ohra ta’ vjolenza kontra t-tfal. L-Assemblea esprimiet
ukoll it-thassib taghha dwar it-theddid serju li jiffac¢jaw it-tfal migranti fi trigthom lejn |I-Ewropa u |-lakuni
importanti li jidhru fil-politiki u I-proceduri li jikkoncernaw din il-kwistjoni. L-Assemblea kellha wkoll
diskussjonijiet dwar is-sitwazzjoni fis-Sirja u qablet li ghandu jitkompla d-djalogu dwar il-monitoragg mal-
Bulgarija. L-Assemblea kellha wkoll diskussjoni dwar ir-rapport dwar is-saltna tad-dritt f’"Malta wara I-gtil
tal-gurnalista Daphne Caruana Galizia.

Ir-Raba’ Laqgha tal-Ispeakers tal-Parlamenti tal-Pajjizi tal-Ewrasja

Id-Deputy Speaker Claudette Buttigieg hadet sehem fir-Raba’ Laggha tal-Kelliema tal-Parlamenti tal-Pajjizi
tal-Ewrasja f'Nur-Sultan, il-Kazakstan, li nzammet fit-23 u [-24 ta' Settembru. ll-lagghat tal-Ispeakers tal-
Parlamenti tal-pajjizi tal-Ewrasja jservu sabiex tinbena interazzjoni multilaterali diretta bejn il-membri
tal-parlamenti tal-pajjizi tal-Ewropa u tal-Asja, billi jestendu d-djalogu interparlamentari u jippromwovu
koperazzjoni siewja bejn il-pajjizi tal-Ewrasja.

Fl-indirizz taghha, id-Deputy Speaker Buttigieg irrimarkat li -fenomenu ta’ Ewrasja maghquda huwa wiehed
mill-fatturi ewlenin ta’ ordni dinji gdid. ll-kunflitti fl-Ewrasja dejjem kellhom implikazzjonijiet negattivi ghad-
dinja kollha. Meta tirrikonoxxi s-sinifikat tal-Ewrasja ghall-kummer¢ u I-ekonomija dinjija, f'nofs I-imminenza
ta' gwerer kummercjali, sanzjonijiet ekonomici u restrizzjonijiet kummercjali, I-Ewrasja hija wkoll ¢entrali
ghall-paci globali. Hi Zziedet tghid li I-laggha ghandha I-potenzjal li tkun il-punt tat-tlug ghal koperazzjoni
globali effettiva permezz ta’ djalogu, fiducja u shubija. L-ghodod legizlattivi ghandhom is-sahha li jrawmu
I-fiducja fost in-nazzjonijiet permezz ta' djalogu kontinwu u shubijiet strategici.

Id-Deputy Speaker Buttigieg iltagghet mal-Vic¢i President tar-Rajya Sabha, il-Kamra ta' fug tal-Parlament
Indjan, is-Sur Harivansh fil-margini tal-laggha tal-Ispeakers tal-Pajjizi tal-Ewrasja. 1z-zewg dinjitarji tennew
ir-relazzjonijiet b'sahhithom u kordjali li jezistu bejn iz-zewg pajjizi u l-parlamenti rispettivi, u ddiskutew
kwistjonijiet ta' interess komuni.
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Third Part of the 2019 Ordinary Session of the PACE

Hon. Emanuel Mallia led the Maltese delegation to the Third Part of the 2019 Ordinary Session of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) held between 24 and 28 June in Strasbourg. The
delegation comprised Hon. Jason Azzopardi, Hon. Rosianne Cutajar, Hon. Etienne Grech, Hon. Carmelo
Mifsud Bonnici and Hon. Stefan Zrinzo Azzopardi. A number of sessions dealt with the fight against violence
against children, in which national parliaments were encouraged to step up their involvement in the
implementation and monitoring of target 16.2 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to end abuse,
exploitation, trafficking, torture and other forms of violence against children. The Assembly also expressed
its concern about the serious threats faced by migrant children on their way to Europe and important gaps
which appear to be lacking in the policies and procedures which concern this matter. The Assembly also held
discussions on the situation in Syria and agreement to continue the post-monitoring dialogue with Bulgaria.
The Assembly also held a discussion on the report concerning the rule of law in Malta following the
assassination of journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia.

IV MEETING OF SPEAKERS OF EURASIAN COUNTRIES’ PARLIAMENTS

Deputy Speaker Claudette Buttigieg participated in the IV Meeting of Speakers of the Eurasian Countries’
Parliaments in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan, held on 23 and 24 September. The meetings of Speakers of the
Eurasian countries’ parliaments serve to build direct multilateral interaction between parliament members
of European and Asian countries, extending inter-parliamentary dialogue and promoting fruitful cooperation
between Eurasian countries.

In her address, Deputy Speaker Buttigieg remarked that the emergence of a coalescent Eurasia is one of
the key features of the new world order. Conflicts in Eurasia have always had negative implications for the
world. In recognising the significance of Eurasia for world trade and economy, amidst the impendence of
trade wars, economic sanctions and trade restrictions, Eurasia is also central to global peace. She added
that the meeting has the potential to be the point of departure for effective global cooperation through
dialogue, trust and partnership. There is a premium on legislative tools to foster trust among nations
through continuous dialogue and strategic partnerships.

Deputy Speaker Buttigieg met with the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, the upper House of the
Indian Parliament, Mr Harivansh in the margins of the meeting of Speakers of Eurasian countries. The
two dignitaries reiterated the strong and cordial relations that exist between the two countries and the
respective parliaments and discussed issues of mutual interest.
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IR-RABA' PARTI TAS-SESSJONI ORDINARIJA TAL-PACE TAL-2019

Ir-Raba' Parti tas-Sessjoni Ordinarja tal-2019 tal-Assemblea Parlamentari tal-Kunsill tal-Ewropa (PACE)
nzammet fiStrazburgu bejnid-29 ta' Settembru u t-3 ta' Ottubru. L-Onor. Emanuel Mallia mexxa d-delegazzjoni
li inkludiet ukoll lill-Onor. Jason Azzopardi, I-Onor. Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici u I-Onor. Stefan Zrinzo Azzopardi.
Matul is-sessjoni sar dibattitu urgenti dwar il-htiega ghal azzjoni immedjata sabiex jigu salvati persunifil-Bahar
Mediterran. L-Assemblea ddiskutiet ukoll il-harsien tal-informaturi, |-istandards komuni ghall-istituzzjonijiet
tal-ombudsman u |-protezzjoni tal-vittmi tat-terrorizmu, kif ukoll il-preservazzjoni tal-wirt kulturali Lhudi.
L-Assemblea ddiskutiet ukoll rapporti dwar ir-refugjati tal-klima u |-migrazzjoni tax-xoghol fl-Ewropa tal-
Lvant.

FI-1 ta’ Ottubru, fl-okkazjoni tas-70 Anniversarju tal-Kunsill tal-Ewropa, membri tad-delegazzjoni Maltija
attendew cerimonja kommemorattiva fit-teatru tal-opra ta’ Strasburgu fejn attendew ukoll il-President
Franc¢iz Emmanuel Macron u s-Segretarju Generali tal-Kunsill tal-Ewropa Marija Pej¢inovi¢ Buric.
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VATIONAL ACTIVITIES (CONT.)

FOURTH PART OF THE 2019 ORDINARY SESSION OF THE PACE

The Fourth Part of the 2019 Ordinary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE)
was held in Strasbourg between 29 September and 3 October. Hon. Emanuel Mallia led the delegation
comprising also Hon. Jason Azzopardi, Hon. Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici and Hon. Stefan Zrinzo Azzopardi. During
the session an urgent debate on the need for immediate action to save persons in the Mediterranean Sea
was held. The Assembly also discussed the protection of whistleblowers, common standards for ombudsman
institutions and the protection of victims of terrorism, as well as the preservation of Jewish cultural heritage.
The Assembly also discussed reports on climate refugees and labour migration in Eastern Europe. On 1
October, on the occasion of the 70" Anniversary of the Council of Europe, members of the Maltese delegation
attended a commemorative ceremony at the Strasbourg opera house. The French President Emmanuel
Macron and the Secretary General of the Council of Europe Marija Pejcinovic¢ Buri¢ were also in attendance.
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IL-141 ASSEMBLEA GENERALI TAL-IPU

L-Onor. Mario Galea, membru tad-delegazzjoni Maltija ghall-Unjoni Inter-Parlamentari (IPU) ippartecipa fil-
141 Assemblea Generali li nzammet f’Belgrad bejn it-13 u s-17 ta’ Ottubru.

Fil-141 Assemblea Generali inkludiet sessjonijiet tal-Assemblea, lagghat tal-Kunsill Governattiv, lagghat tal-
Kumitat Ezekuttiv u numru ta' lagghat tal-Kumitati Permanenti.

Taht it-tema generali ta’ ‘Tishih tal-Ligi Internazzjonali: rwoli u mekkanizmi Parlamentari, u I-kontribut
tal-kooperazzjoni regjonali’, id-delegati ddiskutew ukoll |-ahhar zviluppi fl-Istati Membri rigward it-titjib
fl-ugwaljanza bejn is-sessi, I-emancipazzjoni taz-zghazagh, id-difiza tad-drittijiet tal-bniedem tal-Membri
Parlamentari u I-kisba tal-kopertura universali tas-sahha.

Il-Parlamentari li hadu sehem fl-Assemblea adottaw id-Dikjarazzjoni ta' Belgrad dwar ir-rwol tal-parlamenti
u |-kooperazzjoni regjonali fit-tishih tal-ligi internazzjonali. Fid-dikjarazzjoni, il-Parlamenti tal-Membri tal-
IPU enfasizzaw |-importanza ta' ordni pacifiku dinji bbazat fuq is-saltna tad-dritt. Huma wrew l-appogg
taghhom ghal istituzzjonijiet multilaterali b'sahhithom u effettivi, bin-Nazzjonijiet Uniti fil-qofol taghhom,
mahsuba biex isibu soluzzjonijiet ghall-isfidi komuni u biex isolvu t-tilwim bejn I-Istati. Fid-dikjarazzjoni,
I-istess delegazzjonijiet wieghdu wkoll I-impenn taghhom ghall-kooperazzjoni regjonali bhala mezz biex
jitjieb l-ordni legali internazzjonali u biex jahdmu ghall-implimentazzjoni shiha tal-impenji internazzjonali
komuni.

Biex jiccelebraw it-30 anniversarju tal-Konvenzjoni dwar id-Drittijiet tat-Tfal, gie organizzat avveniment
specjali bi shab mal-UNICEF fil-prezenza tal-ambaxxatur regjonali taghha, Goran Bregovic. Fid-dikjarazzjoni
taghhom biex jimmarkaw dan I-avveniment, il-parlamenti tal-membri tal-IPU gharfu li, fit-30 sena mill-
adozzjoni tal-Konvenzjoni, il-hajja ta' miljuni ta' tfal tjiebet permezz tal-implimentazzjoni tal-istess
Konvenzjoni. Madankollu, bi sfidi godda li jiffaccjaw it-tfal fis-seklu wiehed u ghoxrin, il-parlamentari
affermaw mill-gdid l-impenn taghhom biex jirrispettaw u jipprotegu d-drittijiet u I-principji gwida minquxa
fil-Konvenzjoni.
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141* General Assembly of the IPU

Hon. Mario Galea, member of the Maltese delegation to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) participated in
the 141 General Assembly which took place in Belgrade between 13 and 17 October.

The 141 General Assembly comprised sessions of the Assembly, the meetings of the Governing Council, the
Executive Committee and a number of Standing Committee meetings.

Under the overarching theme of ‘Strengthening International Law: Parliamentary roles and mechanisms, and
the contribution of regional cooperation’, delegates also discussed the latest developments in the Member
States concerning the improvement in gender equality, empowerment of young people, the defence of the
human rights of Members of Parliament and the achievement of universal health coverage.

Parliamentarians at the Assembly adopted the Belgrade Declaration on the role of parliaments and regional
cooperation in strengthening international law. In the declaration, IPU Member Parliaments underlined the
importance of a peaceful world order based on the rule of law. They expressed their support for strong
and effective multilateral institutions, with the United Nations at their core, designed to find solutions to
common challenges and to settle disputes between States. In the declaration delegations also pledged their
commitment to regional cooperation as a means of enhancing the international legal order and to work
towards the full implementation of shared international commitments.

To celebrate the 30" anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, a special event was organised
in partnership with UNICEF in the presence of its regional ambassador, Goran Bregovic. In their declaration
to mark this event, IPU member parliaments recognized that, in the 30 years since the adoption of the
Convention, the lives of millions of children had improved through its implementation. However, with new
challenges facing children in the twenty-first century, parliamentarians reaffirmed their commitment to
upholding and protecting the rights and guiding principles enshrined in the Convention.
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I¢-cerimonja tas-Sette Giugno tfakkar il-grajjiet li
sehhew meta I-poplu rribella ghall-fatt li kien ged
ibatil-guh minhabba zZieda qawwija fil-prezz tal-hobz.
FI-1919, dawn I-avvenimenti enfasizzaw il-bzonn ta’
riformi soéjali u ekonomici, li eventwalment wasslu
ghall-ghoti tal-Kostituzzjoni Amery-Milner tal-1921,
lipermezz taghha I-Maltin inghataw id-dritt li jmexxu
affarijiet lokali b’mod awtonomu. IlI-Parlament Malti
jfakkar dawn I-avvenimenti kull sena b’¢erimonja ta’
tqgeghid ta’ kuruni mal-monument tas-Sette Giugno
u b’diskors mill-Ispeaker, li din is-sena saru fis-6 ta’
Gunju, fi Pjazza San Gorg, il-Belt Valletta.

It-tifkira ta’ din is-sena tas-Sette Giugno mhijiex biss |-
okkazjoni annwali li matulha niegfu ftit sabiex nahsbu
f'dawk il-grajjiet fejn persuni tilfu hajjithom fil-bidu
tal-mixja parlamentari u demokratika ta’ pajjizna. It-
tifkira tal-lum ghandha sinifikat akbar ghaliex qeghdin
infakkru proprju I-mitt sena minn dawn il-grajjiet li
ghandhom rabta mill-qrib mal-istorja tal-Parlament
ta’ Malta.

Meta wiehed jitkellem dwar il-grajjiet li sehhew mitt
sena ilu — u hawn geghdin infakkru b’mod partikolari
l-irvellijiet mill-Maltin kontra |-hakma Ingliza i
kkulminaw fis-7 ta’ Gunju 1919 — tajjeb li jmur lura fiz-
Zmien biex jara dak li I-poplu Malti u Ghawdxi ghadda
minnu, u ghaliex kellu jghaddi minn dak li ghadda.
Wiehed juza din it-tifkira wkoll biex jiehu kont ta’ fejn
wasalna llum f'dik li hija demokrazija parlamentari
f’pajjizna.

Fi tmiem I|-Ewwel Gwerra Dinjija pajjizna ffaccja
problemi kbar, speé¢jalment fil-qasam tal-agrikoltura u
fl-importazzjoni tal-gamh, ogsma li minnhom kienet
tiddependi I-produzzjoni tal-ikel ghall-poplu Malti. Kif
ghedt drabi ohra fl-okkazjoni ta’ din it-tifkira, I-gholi fil-
prezztal-gamhualluranuqqgasta’ikelbazikubhall-hobz,
kif ukoll in-nugqas ta’ prodotti ohra tar-raba’, bhall-
patata, wasslu biex il-Maltin hassew li ma kellhomx
trig ohra ghajr li jirribellaw kontra |-hakma Ingliza, li
ma kinitx tidher |i gieghda taghti wisq widen ghad-
diffikultajiet estremi li kien gieghed jiffaccja I-poplu.

Madankollu hemm aspett iehor li fl-opinjoni tieghi
ma jinghatax bizzejjed importanza meta nitkellmu
dwar l-irvellijiet tal-1919. Jien nara li n-nugqgas ta’ ikel
baziku ma kienx |-unika problema li wasslet ghal dawn
I-irvellijiet. Wiehed ma jridx jinsa |i apparti |-faqgar li
kien ged jesperjenza |-poplu Malti, kien hemm ukoll
dwejjaq fost hafna haddiema, specjalment haddiema
tal-id, li tant ikkontribwixxew biex jghinu lill-Imperu
Ingliz fl-Ewwel Gwerra Dinjija. Hawn ged nirreferi
specifikament ghall-haddiema tat-Tarzna li hassew
li kienu ged jigu stmati hafna aghar minn haddiema
ohra barranin li ngiebu Malta mill-Ingilterra u li kienu

ged jaghmlu l-istess xoghol. Din id-diskriminazzjoni
kienet ghalhekk fattur iehor li wassal lill-haddiema
Maltin biex jirribellaw. Insibu referenza ghal dan

fir-rapport tal-June Disturbances Commission,
Kummissjoni mwaqqgfa biex tinvestiga dak |i gara
wagqt I-irvellijiet tas-Sette Giugno. Fir-rapport li din
il-Kkummissjoni pprezentat lill-Gvernatur ta’ dak iz-
zmien, Lord Plumer, jinghad hekk:

“Unrest among Dockyard people.

They complain of differences in the pay and in
the advantages between the English and the
Maltese workers. We have ascertained that the
difference is not as between English and Maltese
workmen, but between workmen sent out from
England under an agreement and those locally
engaged. They admit that English workmen
sent out from England should receive extra
remuneration in the shape of colonial allowance,
but their grievance is that for identical work and
equal hours the English workman gets much
more pay, and that the English workers are
kept quite separate from their Maltese fellow
workmen.”

Din hija xhieda cara tas-sitwazzjoni li kienet gieghda
twassal ghal dwejjaq u frustrazzjoni fost il-haddiema
tal-id.

Ma kinux biss il-haddiema tal-id li kienu ghaddejjin
minn problemi. Kien hemm ukoll I-istudenti
universitarji tal-medicina li sabu li, minkejja li kienu
lestew I-istudji taghhom, ma setghux jinghataw
il-warrant minhabba anomalija li kien hemm fis-
sistema tal-ghoti tal-warrants. Din l|-anomalija
tissemma wkoll fl-istess rapport tal-inkjesta fejn
jinghad li:

“The New Statute was enacted in 1915, but the
effects could only be felt by the students who
were to receive the degrees in 1919, as the New
Statute was not applicable to the students who
received their degree in 1916. We consider that it
was a great mistake not to redress the grievance,
if well founded, before the students had recourse
to violence.”

Fil-fatt, wara l-irvellijiet tas-Sette Giugno kien hemm
hafnastudentilitressqul-qorti u nstabuhatja flimkien
ma’ diversi ohrajn, kif se nghid aktar ‘il quddiem.

Barra minn hekk, dak iz-zmien fis-servizz civili kien
hemm skuntentizza kbira minhabba anomaliji u
ingustizzji, inkluz salarji baxxi hafna u differenza fit-
trattament bejn kategorija u ohra ta’ impjegati. Tant
hu hekk li | istess rapport jghid li:

e ————
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“Another cause of discontent was that a
remuneration was allowed under some name
or other to a high official, while the question of
Bonuses with regard to the inferior employees
had not yet been considered. One of the witnesses
complained that while one pound a day was given
to that officer, 3/4d (three quarters of a penny)
was given to the low paid employees.”

Ir rapport ikompli:

“It must be added that people have complained
that the salaries of Heads of Departments were
increased before the question of increasing the
pay of the minor employees had been solved.”

Dan ged nghidu biex nuri kif apparti n-nugqgas ta’
ikel baziku, il-poplu kien ghaddej minn tbatijiet ohra.
Hawn nixtieq inzid illi r-rapport ta’ inkjesta juri li
I-Inglizi sahansitra ppruvaw jitfghu t-tort tal-irvellijiet
fuqg artikli li kienu jidhru fuqg il-midja ta’ dak iz-zmien.
Tant hu hekk li r-rapport jipprova jitfa’ I-htija fuq
wahda mill-pubblikazzjonijiet ta’ dak iz-zmien, La Voce
del Popolo, li kienet l-organu uffi¢jali tal-Comitato
Patriottico, u li kienet tissimpatizza hafna ma’ Enrico
Mizzi. Fil-fatt ir-rapport jghid illi:

“On the 3™ of February 1919 Political censorship
of the press in Malta was abolished, and the
Comitato Patriottico having fallen under the
influence of Dr Enrico Mizzi, the official organ of
that Committee — La Voce del Popolo became an
instrument of sedition in the hands of Dr E. Mizzi
and of the few persons who share his ideas.”

Dwar dan, ir-rapport tal-June Disturbances
Commission jirreferi wkoll ghal artikli ppubblikati
f’dak il-perjodu, u nikkowta: “praising Italian Rule to
the prejudice of British Rule.”

Jidher ¢ar li dan ir-rapport tal-Kummissjoni mwaqqgfa
biex tinvestiga |-effetti li hallew l-in¢identi tas-Sette
Giugno, tant kien manipulat u, nazzarda nghid,
dizonest, li sahansitra fil-konkluzjoni tieghu wiehed
isib li [-erba’ suldati tal-Forzi Inglizi li sparaw u gatlu
whud mill-Maltin fl-irvellijiet li geghdin infakkru llum,
ma kinux obbligati jwiegbu ghall-azzjonijiet taghhom,
minkejja li ma kellhomx ordni biex jisparaw. Ghall-
precizjoni se nikkwota mir-rapport:

“I do not think that either he or the four private
soldiers who fired without order can be justly
punished for their action on the occasion and |
do not think it is in the public interest that they
should be brought before a Court Martial.”
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Meta grajt dan bilkemm ridt nemmen li effettivament
wiehed jista’ jasal ghal konkluzjoni bhal dik.

Filwaqgt li r-rapport |i kien sar taht id-direzzjoni
tal-Gvernatur ta’ dak iz zmien, Herbert Plumer,
ghamilha cara li ma kellhomx jittiehdu passi kontra
ufficjali Inglizi, I-istess ma jistax jinghad fil-konfront
tal-Maltin, inkluz dawk li semplicement kienu fil-
post waqt I-irvellijiet. Tajjeb nghid li aktar minn 115
-il persuna Maltija nstabu hatja; fosthom kien hemm
min sahansitra ntbaghat il-habs, bhal Salvatore
Bartolo, bl-akkuza ta’ “Being present at a sedition;
did not do his utmost to prevent it” u “Attempting to
induce members of HM’s forces to act in a manner
which he knew to be in contravention of the orders of
the Army”. Wara guri, court martial, taht id-direzzjoni
tal-Gvernatur ta’ dak iz-zmien, fit-13 ta’ Settembru,
Salvatore Bartolo ntbaghat 20 sena habs.

Kaz iehor huwa ta’ Giovanni Miller, li l-akkuza
kontrih ukoll kienet “Attempted to induce members
of HM'’s forces to act in a manner which he knew
to be in contravention of the orders of the Army”.
Huwa ntbaghat 15-il sena habs. Malti iehor,
Francesco Debattista, intbaghat seba’ snin habs ukoll
semplicement ghax kien prezenti waqt ir-rewwixta;
I-akkuza kienet tghid “Been present in a sedition;
did not do his utmost to prevent it”. lJigifieri I-Inglizi
ppretendew li |-pajzana li kienu prezenti kellhom
jiehdu azzjoni kontra min kien qed jaghmel xi forma
ta’ protesta jew dimostrazzjoni. Ghal dan in-nuggas
ta’ azzjoni kien hemm ukoll min mar sentejn habs,
bhal Giovanni Busuttil u Carmelo Mallia; kien hemm
min mar hames snin habs, bhal Giorgio Ciantar; il-
lista ma tispicca qatt. Kien hemm ukoll Margerita
Frendo, li kienet prezenti hemmhekk ma’ binha u li
ntbaghtet hamest ijiem habs semplicement talli fil-
basket taghha kellha xi pakketti ta’ ross li ma spjegatx
ezatt kif gew ghandha. Kien hemm ohrajn li wehlu
ftit granet habs u ohrajn li wehlu multa.

Dan kollu juri whud mit-tbatijiet li kellu jsofri I-poplu
Malti li wassluh biex jagixxi u jibghat il-messagg ¢ar
li ried id-dritt li ghall-inqas |-affarijiet interni tal-pajjiz
imexxihom hu. lllum, gheluq il-mitt sena mis-Sette
Giugno, huwa opportun li nfakkru dawk I-irvellijiet
u r-ragunijiet li wasslu ghalihom sabiex dawn ma
jintesewx. Jehtieg inzommu quddiem ghajnejna li
kienu proprju l-imwiet ta’ dawn l-erba’ Maltin u
s-sofferenzi tad-diversi midruba kif ukoll ta’ dawk
li ntbaghtu I-habs, li wasslu biex l-antenati taghna
jkunujistghujakkwistaw id-dritt lital-ingas jiddeciedu
huma dwar I-affarijiet interni ta’ pajjizhom. Dan
kollu ghandna nibgghu nfakkruh sabiex ahna, li
fortunatment ma ghexniex dawk iz-zmenijiet difficli,
naghrfu illi d-drittijiet li ngawdu minnhom illum ma
kinux ikunu possibbli minghajr it-tbatija ta’ dawk li
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gew qabilna, u ghalhekk huma drittijiet li ghandhom
jibgghu jigu mharsa bid-dehen u r-rispett misthoqq.

Ghalhekk fl-okkazjoni tal-lum ma nistghux nongsu
milli nfakkru u nic¢celebraw il-kisbiet |i ghamlet |-
Istituzzjoni taghna, il-Parlament ta’ Malta, li nibet
proprju fl-avvenimenti tas-7 ta’ Gunju 1919 u li sentejn
ohra ser inkunu ged niccelebraw il-mitt sena mit-
twaqqif tieghu. Minghajr ma ninftiehem li ged nghid
li xogholna huwa lest u li ma bagax fejn navvanzaw,
meta nhares lura lejn l-istorja tal-ahhar kwazi mitt
sena ma nistax, bhala Speaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati,
ma nirrimarkax fuq l-avvanzi li saru u kemm dan il-
Parlament evolva, mhux biss fil-facilitajiet li huwa
mghammar bihom, izda wkoll fil-gafas legizlattiv li
jopera fih.

Mill-esperjenza tieghi fid-diversi lagghat
interparlamentari  tal-Commonwealth |i  niehu
sehem fihom, inkluz bhala President tal-Ferghat iz-
Zghar tal-Commonwealth, nista’ nghid li [-Parlament
Malti f’diversi okkazjonijiet iservi ta’ ezempju ghal
parlamenti ohra fl-istess Commonwealth. Dan
ghaliex il-Parlament Malti jgawdi stima gholja hafna
meta mgabbel ma’ dawk ta’ pajjizi ohra, u dan ged
nghidu b’responsabilita. Nemmen i din [-istima
ntlahget principalment minhabba [-kontribut tal-
Parlament Malti fl-Assocjazzjoni Parlamentari tal-
Commonwealth, perezempju fil-kontribut li nghata
fil-pubblikazzjoni  tal-istess  Assocjazzjoni dwar
benchmarking u good governance f'demokrazija
parlamentari. Dan ged nghidu I-ewwel u gabel kollox
b’rispett lejn ix-xoghol li twettag mill-Parlament Malti
matul is-sena li ghaddiet.

Irrid nghid li mill-ahhar diskors tieghi fl-okkazjoni tas-
Sette Giugno, il-Parlament Malti kellu wahda mill-agwa
rati ta’ clearance fix-xoghol tieghu meta kkumparat
ma’ parlamenti nazzjonali ohra ghaliexf’danil-perjodu
[-Parlament Malti rnexxielu jghaddi kwazi 40 ligi.

Jien wiehed li nemmen hafna mhux biss fl-iskrutinju,
imma anke fit-trasparenza immedjata. Zvilupp
pjuttost recenti li nemmen li ghandu jikkontribwixxi
sabiex tizdied il-kontabilita tal-Membri Parlamentari
hija I-hatra ta’ Kummissarju ghall-Istandards fil-Hajja
Pubblika bis-setgha li jinvestiga ksur ta’ dmirijiet
statutorji jew etici ta’ persuni fi-hajja pubblika, kif ukoll
it-twaqqif tal-Kumitat Parlamentari dwar Standards
fil-Hajja Pubblika. Proprju sena ilu kont irrimarkajt
dwar il-bzonn li I-ligi relevanti li kienet mghoddija
mill-Parlament f’"Marzu 2017 tidhol fis-sehh u tibda
tithaddem. B’sodisfazzjon nghid li fit-30 ta’ Ottubru
2018 |-Att dwar I-Istandards fil-Fajja Pubblika dahal
fis-sehh, u proprju fis-seduta ta’ dakinhar, b’vot
unanimu, inhatar Dr George Hyzler bhala l-ewwel
Kummissarju ghall-Istandards fil-Hajja Pubblika bis-

sahha tal-artikolu 4 ta’ dan |-Att. Barra minn hekk,
ftit gimghat wara, proprju fit-12 ta’ Dicembru 2018,
inhatar ukoll il-Kumitat Permanenti ghall-Istandards
fil-Hajja Pubblika, li huwa ppresedut minni bhala
Speaker tal-Kamra, u huwa maghmul minn erba’
Membri, tnejn minn kull naha tal-Kamra. Kemm
il-Kkummissarju kif ukoll il-Kumitat bdew il-hidma
taghhom b’mod immedjat, hidma importanti biex
il-fiduc¢ja tal-poplu Malti fl-istituzzjoni parlamentari
tibga’ tikber. Nemmen li din il-fidu¢ja hija necessarja
sabiex il-poplu ma jaqax fit-tentazzjoni li jaghmel
ghazliet favur politika populista, kif ged naraw isehh
f’diversi pajjizi Ewropej, ghaliex il-fatti juru li din it-tip
ta’ politika hija niegsa minn soluzzjonijiet prattici u
sostenibilita.

Fid-diskorstas-senal-ohrakontaccennajtghall-izvilupp
li hemm ippjanat fis-sotterran tal-binja tal-Parlament.
[I-mira taghna hija li jkollna kamra addizzjonali fejn
jiltagghu |-kumitati, kif ukoll il-librerija u l-arkivju tal
Parlament, li jkunu organizzati b’tali mod li I-pubbliku
jkollu access aktar facli ghalihom. Fis-sena li ghaddiet
[-applikazzjoni tal-izvilupp giet approvata u x-xoghol
beda, u miexi b’pass tajjeb. Nittama li |-progett ikun
lest sas-sena d-diehla u b’hekk naslu li jkollna zona
state of the art, attrezzata bit-teknologija moderna
necessarja halli r-rekords tal-Parlament isiru aktar
accessibbli, mhux biss ghall-Membri Parlamentari,
izda wkoll ghar-ricerkaturi tal-istorja, I-istudenti u
ghall-pubbliku in generali.

Kif diga accennajt f'okkazjonijiet pre¢edenti, minkejja
li I-Parlament ghamel passi kbar ‘il quddiem, fadal
diversi mizuri li jistghu jigu kkunsidrati sabiex il-qafas
legizlattiv li jopera fih il-Parlament jibga’ dejjem
jissahhah. Kif semmejt fi snin precedenti, inhoss li
wasal iz-zmien li nindirizzaw il-kwestjoni tal-privilegg
parlamentari li ghandu kull Membru meta jitkellem
f’din l-oghla istituzzjoni tal-pajjiz. Hawn ged nirreferi
specifikament ghall-fatt |i cittadin li jhossu ingurjat
b’xi diskors ta’” Membru fil-Parlament, ma ghandux
mod kif iwiegeb fil-Parlament ghal dak li ntgal fuqu.
Nemmen li t-triq 'il quddiem hi li jitkompla |-ezercizzju
li kien inbeda bejn iz-zewg nahat tal-Kamra — Gvern u
Oppozizzjoni—lindahhluregolamentilijharsu d-dinjita
li normalment nosservaw fid-dibattiti parlamentari, u
allura fil-mod kif Membru jindirizza lill-Kamra.

Fid-diskors tieghi proprju s-sena I-ohra kont tkellimt
dwar il-bzonn li jidhol id-dritt tat-twegiba tac¢-cittadin
ghal dak li jinghad dwaru fil-Kamra tad-Deputati.
Dakinhar irreferejt ukoll ghal dak li kont ghedt lura
fl-2015 ghaliex nemmen bis-shih f’dan il-bzonn, u
nikkwota:

“Hemm hafna x'wiehed jaghmel biex dejjem
itejjeb il-livell ta’ trasparenza u I-kontabilita
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ta’ kull wiehed u wahda minna lejn il-poplu li
nirrapprezentaw. Perezempju, nahseb li wasal iz-
zmien li nindirizzaw il-kwestjoni ta’ meta cittadin
ihossu aggravat b’dak li jintgal fil-konfront tieghu
fil-Parlament, u f’dan ir-rigward nghid li wasal iz-
zmien li jkun hemm mekkanizmu li jaghti d-dritt
ghar-rimedju lill-istess ¢ittadin. Ovvjament dan
irid isir minghajr ma nnaqqsu d-dritt u |-privilegg
li jgawdi Membru Parlamentari tal-Kamra, ghaliex
dan il-privilegg qieghed hemm biex il-Membru

»rn

Parlamentari jkun jista’ jitkellem minghajr biza’.

Ghadni tal-fehma illi dan ikun zvilupp importanti fil-
kontabilita tal-Membri Parlamentari f’dak li hu I-agir
taghhom fil-Parlament.

Wara d-diskors tieghi tas-sena |-ohra, avvicinawni
diversi cittadini li hassewhom ingurjati bid-diskorsi
li jkunu ghamlu dwarhom uhud mill-Membri fil-
Parlament. Fl-assenza ta’ mekkanizmi li jipprovdu
ghal dawn is-sitwazzjonijiet, jien ma stajt noffri I-ebda
rimedju lil dawn i¢-cittadini. Sakemm il-Parlament
jimxi lejn dan it-tip ta’ mekkanizmu tad-dritt tat-
twegiba, nemmen li wasal iz-zmien li nikkonsidra li
npoggi fuq il-Mejda tal-Kamra kull ilment li ¢-Cittadin
jibghatli bil-miktub ghaliex ikun ged ihossu ingurjat
b’dak li jkun intgal dwaru fil-Kamra. Hekk kif geghdin
nikkomemoraw i¢-centinarju mill-irvellijiet tas-Sette
Giugno, m’ghandniex ghalfejn nistennew aktar sabiex
b’xi mod indahhlu mekkanizmu intiz sabiex min
jabbuza mill-privilegg parlamentari, jirrispondi ghal
ghemilu.

[I-Membru Parlamentari jirrapprezenta lill-elettorat, u
jkun min ikun, u jkun fuq liema naha tal-Kamra jkun,
dejjem ghandu jerfa’ r-responsabbilta ta’ dak li jghid;
fi kliemu huwa ghandu dejjem ikun onest u jfittex I-
ahjar interess tal-pajjiz. Ghalhekk intenniilli [-Ordnijiet
Permanenti tal-Kamra ghandhom jigu riveduti kemm
jista’ jkun malajr sabiex jiddahhal dan ir-rimedju i
nhoss li ghandu jkollu kull ¢ittadin f’pajjizna.

Zgur li fost dak li I-Parlament fadallu jikseb, hemm il-
kwestjonitar-rapprezentanzaakbartan-nisa, kwestjoni
li ilha tissemma snin twal u li, fl-opinjoni tieghi, bhala
pajjiz inqasna milli nindirizzaw b’mod adegwat. Kif
nafu, minn 67 Membru elett fil-Legizlatura prezenti,
hemm biss ghaxar nisa, jew 15%. Aktar kmieni din is-
sena |-Gvern, tramite s-Segretarjat Parlamentari ghar-
Riformi, Cittadinanza u Simplifikazzjoni tal-Processi
Amministrattivi, nieda konsultazzjoni pubblika dwar
riforma fil-bilan¢ fir-rapprezentanza tal-generu fil-
Parlament, liema konsultazzjoni taghlaq fit-8 ta’
Gunju. Dan ifisser li f’dan l-istadju kulhadd ghandu
[-opportunita li jressaq proposti dwar din ir-riforma.
Irrispettivament minn liema metodu jintghazel, li
zgur huwa importanti huwa li r-riforma ssir malajr u
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b’responsabilita, biex fl-igsar zmien possibbli jkollna
mekkanizmu li jindirizza din id-diskrepanza li hawn
min jargumenta li tammonta ghal deficit demokratiku.
Nemmen li b’hekk tkun ged tissahhah id-demokrazija
parlamentari rapprezentattiva.

In-nuqqas ta’ rapprezentanza tan-nisa fil-Parlament
huwa fenomenu li ilna narawh minkejja |-fatt i
I-mara ilha li giet moghtija I-vot kif ukoll id-dritt li
tikkandida ruha ghall-Parlament sa mill-1947. Dan
in-nuggas johrog aktar fid-deher meta nigu mqgabbla
ma’ pajjizi ohra mhux biss fl-Ewropa imma anke fil-
Commonwealth. Bizzejjed insemmi li ftit tal-granet
ilu meta I-Parlament Malti laga’ lic-Chairperson tal-
Assocjazzjoni Parlamentari tal-Commonwealth, li hija
wkoll id-Deputy Speaker tal-Parlament tal-Kamerun,
Emilia Monjowa Lifaka, waqt id-diskussjonijiet li
kellna maghha hareg li fil-Parlament tal-Kamerun 31%
tal-Membri huma nisa. Insemmi wkoll rapport ricenti
ppubblikat mill-Unjoni Inter-Parlamentari bl-isem
“Women in parliament in 2018” li juri li din il-medja fl-
Ewropa tammonta ghal 28.5%. Ghaldagstant nahseb
li wasal iz-zmien li lkoll flimkien, b’responsabilita,
nindirizzaw din il-problema billi naraw li jiddahhlu
I-mizuri kollha mehtiega sabiex aktar nisa jithajru
jikkandidaw ruhhom sabiex jirrapprezentaw li¢-
cittadini  fil-Parlament Malti. Hawnhekk nixtieq
nirringrazzja kemm lill grupp tal-Gvern kif ukoll lill
grupp tal-Oppozizzjoni, ghall-fatt |i b’koperazzjoni
bejniethom il-Parlament issa ged jiltaga’ f’hinijiet
li huma aktar favorevoli ghall work life balance tal-
Membri Parlamentari u ta’ dawk il-persuni kollha li b’xi
mod jassistuhom fil-gadi ta’ dmirijiethom. Bis- sahha
t’hekk nistghu ngattghu aktar hin mal-familji taghna.

Nemmen li rridu nibgghu nahdmu biex jittiehdu aktar
inizjattivi sabiex id-demokrazija f’pajjizna tibga’ mhux
biss hajja u relevanti ghaz-zmenijiet tal-lum, imma
wkoll rapprezentattiva b’'mod aktar wiesa’, b’'mod li
|-poplu Malti verament ihossu rapprezentat b’'mod
xieraq fil-Parlament, b’Membri Parlamentari eletti li
jahdmu fl-ahjar interess tieghu.

F'gheluq il-mitt sena mill-istorja tas-Sette Giugno,
inhossni kburi bil-passi kbar |i I-Parlament Malti
ghamel, u qged ikompli jaghmel, biex jaghti li¢c-
cittadin lehen aktar gawwi u rwol aktar partecipattiv
f’din l-oghla istituzzjoni tal-pajjiz. Inhoss li dan
huwa essenzjali sabiex din I-Istituzzjoni tkun tassew
tirrapprezenta u tindirizza l-aspirazzjonijiet tal-poplu
Malti kollu.
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The Sette Giugno ceremony commemorates the
uprising by starving crowds against the steep
increase in the price of bread. Back in 1919, these
events highlighted the need for social and economic
reforms, which eventually led to the granting of the
1921 Amery-Milner Constitution, through which the
Maltese were given the right to self-government
on local matters. The Maltese Parliament
commemorates these events every year with a
wreath-laying ceremony at the foot of the Sette
Giugno monument and a speech by the Speaker of
the House, which were held on 6 June at St George’s
Square, Valletta.

This year’s Sette Giugno commemoration is more
than the annual occasion during which we stop to
remember the events in which people lost their lives
at the inception of the parliamentary and democratic
journey of our country. Today’s commemoration is
more significant because we are commemorating
the centenary of these events that are so closely
connected to the history of the Parliament of Malta.

When one speaks of the events that occurred a
hundred years ago — and here we are recalling
particularly the revolt of the Maltese people against
British rule that culminated on 7 June 1919 — it is
opportune to go back in time to see what the Maltese
and the Gozitan people had to go through and why
this was necessary. This commemoration also serves
as opportunity to consider what we have achieved to
date with regard to parliamentary democracy in our
country.

At the end of World War | our country faced huge
problems, especially in agriculture and in the
importation of wheat, on which the availability of
food for the Maltese people depended. As | have
said before on the occasion of this commemoration,
the high costs of wheat and the consequent lack
of staple foods such as bread, as well as the lack of
other agricultural products, such as potatoes, left the
Maltese people with no other option but to rebel
against British rule which did not appear to pay much
attention to the extreme hardships that the people
were facing.

However, there is another aspect that, in my opinion,
is not given its due importance when speaking about
the riots of 1919. The lack of basic food was not the
only problem that led to these riots. One must not
forget that, apart from the poverty that the Maltese
people were experiencing, there was also discontent
among many workers, especially blue-collar workers,
who had assisted the British Empire so much during
World War I. I am referring specifically to the Dockyard

workers who felt that they were being much less
respected than their foreign counterparts who were
brought to Malta from England and who were doing
the same work. This discrimination was thus another
factor that led the Maltese workers to rebel. We
find a reference to this situation in the report of
the June Disturbances Commission, a Commission
set up to investigate what had happened during the
Sette Giugno riots. The report of the Commission,
submitted to the Governor of the time, Lord Plumer,
states the following:

“Unrest among Dockyard people.

They complain of differences in the pay and in the
advantages between the English and the Maltese
workers. We have ascertained that the difference
is not as between English and Maltese workmen,
but between workmen sent out from England
under an agreement and those locally engaged.
They admit that English workmen sent out from
England should receive extra remuneration in the
shape of colonial allowance, but their grievance
is that for identical work and equal hours the
English workman gets much more pay, and that
the English workers are kept quite separate from
their Maltese fellow workmen.”

This s clear testimony of the situation that was causing
discontent and frustration among manual workers.

It was not just manual workers who had problems.
There were also the university medical students
who, in spite of having finished their studies, could
not be granted their warrant owing to an anomaly
in the warrant awards system. This anomaly is also
mentioned in the same inquiry report which states
that:

“The New Statute was enacted in 1915, but the
effects could only be felt by the students who
were to receive the degrees in 1919, as the New
Statute was not applicable to the students who
received their degree in 1916. We consider that it
was a great mistake not to redress the grievance,
if well founded, before the students had recourse
to violence.”

In fact, after the Sette Giugno riots, many students
were taken to court and found guilty, along with many
others as | will mention later on.

Furthermore, at that time there was great discontent
in the civil service owing to anomalies and injustices,
including very low salaries and a difference in
treatment between categories of employees. So
much so, that the same report states that:
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“Another cause of discontent was that a
remuneration was allowed under some name
or other to a high official, while the question of
Bonuses with regard to the inferior employees
had notyet been considered. One of the witnesses
complained that while one pound a day was given
to that officer, 3/4d (three quarters of a penny)
was given to the low paid employees.”

The report continues:

“It must be added that people have complained
that the salaries of Heads of Departments were
increased before the question of increasing the
pay of the minor employees had been solved.”

| am mentioning this to show how, apart from the
lack of basic food, the population was enduring other
hardships. At this point | would add that according
to the inquiry report the British even tried to blame
the riots on articles that appeared in the media at
the time. So much so, that the report tried to put
the blame on one of the publications, La Voce del
Popolo, which was the official organ of the Comitato
Patriottico that sympathised with Enrico Mizzi. In
fact, the report states that:

“On the 3™ of February 1919 Political censorship
of the press in Malta was abolished, and the
Comitato Patriottico having fallen under the
influence of Dr Enrico Mizzi, the official organ of
that Committee — La Voce del Popolo became an
instrument of sedition in the hands of Dr E. Mizzi
and of the few persons who share his ideas.”

In this regard, the report of the June Disturbances
Commission refers to articles published at the time,
and | quote: “praising Italian Rule to the prejudice of
British Rule.”

It is clear that this report by the Commission that
was set up to investigate the effects of the Sette
Giugno incidents was so manipulated and, | dare say,
dishonest, that in its conclusion one finds that the
four soldiers of the British Forces who fired shots,
killing some of the Maltese present at the riots we are
commemorating today, were not obliged to answer
for their actions even though they had not been
ordered to open fire. For the sake of correctness |
guote from the report:

“l do not think that either he or the four private
soldiers who fired without order can be justly
punished for their action on the occasion and |
do not think it is in the public interest that they
should be brought before a Court Martial.”

When | read this, | could hardly believe that one could
effectively arrive at such a conclusion.

Whereas the report that was drawn up under the
direction of the Governor of the time, Lord Herbert
Plumer, made it clear that no steps would be taken
against the British officers, the same cannot be said
with regard to the Maltese, including those who
simply happened to be at the site of the riots. More
than 115 Maltese people were found guilty; some of
them, like Salvatore Bartolo, were even sent to prison,
with the charge of “Being present at a sedition; did
not do his utmost to prevent it” and “Attempting to
induce members of HM’s forces to act in a manner
which he knew to be in contravention of the orders
of the Army”. On 13 September, after a court martial
held under the direction of the Governor of the
time, Salvatore Bartolo was sentenced to 20 years
imprisonment.

Another case is that of Giovanni Miller, who was also
accused to have “Attempted to induce members of
HM'’s forces to act in a manner which he knew to be
in contravention of the orders of the Army”. He was
sent to prison for 15 years. Another Maltese citizen,
Francesco Debattista, was also sentenced to seven
years in prison simply because he was present at the
riot; the charge stated “Been present in a sedition; did
not do his utmost to prevent it”. This means that the
British expected the civilians present to take action
against those who were protesting or taking partin a
demonstration. For this lack of action, some were sent
to prison for two years, as was the case for Giovanni
Busuttil and Carmelo Mallia, some were sent to prison
for five years, as in the case of Giorgio Ciantar; the
list is never-ending. There was also Margerita Frendo,
who was in Valletta with her son and who was sent
to prison for five days simply because she had a
few packets of rice in her bag and could not explain
exactly how they came to be in her possession. There
were others who were imprisoned for a few days and
others who were fined.

This goes to show some of the hardships endured
by the Maltese people which led them to react by
sending a clear message that they wanted the right
to manage at least the internal affairs of the country.
Today, on the occasion of the centenary of the Sette
Giugno, it is opportune to remember those riots and
what led to them, so that they are never forgotten.
We must keep in mind that it was the deaths of these
four Maltese people and the hardships of those
wounded as well as of those who were sent to prison,
that enabled our ancestors to acquire the right to at
least decide about the country’s internal affairs. We
must keep on recalling all of this so that we, who are
fortunate enough not to have lived through those
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difficult times, can understand that the rights that
we presently enjoy would not have been possible
without the suffering of those who came before us;
rights which we must continue to defend with due
discernment and respect.

Therefore, on this occasion we cannot but remember
and celebrate the achievements of our Institution,
the Parliament of Malta, that originated from the
events of 7 June 1919, the centenary of which we will
be celebrating in two years’ time. | don’t want to be
interpreted as saying that our work is complete and
that there is no room for improvement, but when
| look back at the last hundred years, as Speaker of
the House of Representatives, | cannot fail to note
the progress that has been made and how much
our Parliament has evolved, not only in terms of
the facilities with which it is equipped, but also with
regard to the legislative framework within which it
operates.

From my experience participating in various
interparliamentary Commonwealth meetings,
including in my role of President of the Small
Branches of the Commonwealth, | can say that,
on various occasions, the Maltese Parliament has
served as an example to other parliaments within
the same Commonwealth. This is because the
Maltese Parliament is held in very high regard when
compared to those of other countries, and | am
saying this responsibly. | believe that this high esteem
was acquired through the Maltese Parliament’s
contribution to the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association, for example through its input to the
publication on benchmarking and good governance
in a parliamentary democracy published by this same
Association. | say this first and foremost with respect
to the work carried out by the Maltese Parliament
during the last year.

| have to say that since my last speech on the occasion
of the Sette Giugno commemoration, the Maltese
Parliament had one of the best clearance rates in
its work when compared to that of other national
parliaments because during this period the Maltese
Parliament managed to approve nearly 40 legislative
acts.

| am a firm believer not only in scrutiny, but also
in transparency without delay. A fairly recent
development that | believe will contribute to greater
accountability by Members of Parliament is the
appointment of a Commissioner for Standards in
Public Life, empowered to investigate breaches of
statutory or ethical duties by persons in public life, as
well the setting up of the parliamentary Committee for
Standards in Public Life. A year ago, | had commented

on the need for the relevant law that was passed by
Parliament in March 2017 to enter into force and
become operational. | am pleased to note that the
Standards in Public Life Act entered into force on 30
October 2018 and, during the sitting of the same day,
by virtue of Article 4 of this Act, Dr George Hyzler was
unanimously appointed as the first Commissioner for
Standards in Public Life. Furthermore, a few weeks
later, on 12 December 2018, the Standing Committee
on Standards in Public Life was also appointed. This
Committee, which | chair as Speaker of the House, is
composed of four Members, two from each side of the
House. Both the Commissioner and the Committee
embarked upon their important tasks soon thereafter,
tasks that | believe will strengthen the Maltese
people’s trust in the parliamentary institution. |
believe that this trust is necessary for people not
to give in to populism, a trend we are witnessing in
various European countries, because facts show that
this choice lacks practical and sustainable solutions.

Inlast year’s speech | had mentioned the development
planned for the subterranean level of the Parliament
building. Our aim is to have an additional committee
room, as well as a Parliamentary library and archive,
organised in such a way as to make parliamentary
records more accessible to the public. Last year, the
development application was approved and works
have started and are progressing at a steady rate. |
hope that the project will be ready by next year so
that we will have an area which is state-of-the-art,
equipped with the necessary modern technology so
as to make Parliament’s records more accessible not
only to Members of Parliament but also to historians,
students and the general public.

As | have already had occasion to mention, although
Parliament has made big strides forward, there still
remain various measures that can be considered so
that the legislative framework in which Parliament
operates is further strengthened. As | have mentioned
in previous years, | feel that the time has come to
address the matter of the parliamentary privilege
that each Member enjoys when speaking in the
country’s highest institution. Here | am specifically
referring to the fact that a citizen who feels wronged
by an address delivered in Parliament has no right of
reply. | believe that the way forward is to continue the
exercise that was embarked upon by both sides of the
House — Government and Opposition — to introduce
regulations intended to safeguard the decorum we
normally uphold in our parliamentary debates, that
is in the way in which Members address the House.

In my speech last year, | referred to what | had already
said back in 2015 on this proposal because it is
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something in which | wholeheartedly believe, and |
quote:

“Much remains to be done to continue improving
the level of transparency and accountability of
each and every one of us towards the people we
represent. For instance, | believe that the time
has come to address issues which arise when
citizens feel aggrieved by statements made about
them in Parliament, and to establish a mechanism
which grants citizens a right of redress. This
obviously needs to be done without impinging on
Parliamentary rights and privileges, since these
are intended to allow Members of Parliament to
speak without fear.”

| am still of the opinion that this would be animportant
development in parliamentary accountability with
regard to the behaviour of Members in the House.

Following last year’s Sette Giugno speech, | was
approached by a number of citizens who felt wronged
by what was said by certain Members in Parliament
in their regard. In the absence of mechanisms that
provide for such situations, | could offer no remedy
to these citizens. Until such time that Parliament
adopts such mechanism, | believe that the time has
come for me to consider tabling in the House all the
complaints | receive from citizens in writing when
they feel wronged by what has been said about them
in the House. As we commemorate the centenary
of the Sette Giugno riots, | am of the opinion that
without any further delay, we should move ahead
with the introduction of some kind of mechanism so
that whoever abuses their parliamentary privilege is
made answerable for their actions.

Members of Parliament represent the electorate, and
whoeverthey may be, and whicheverside of the House
they hail from, they should always be accountable for
what they say; they must always be honest and seek
the country’s best interests. Therefore, | reiterate
my call for a revision of the Standing Orders of the
House of Representatives in order to introduce such a
remedy, which | feel all citizens should be entitled to.

| am of the opinion that one other development that
Parliament needs to achieve relates to the gender
balance of its elected Members, an issue which we
have not yet adequately addressed. As we know, out
of 67 elected Members in the present Legislature,
there are only ten female MPs, amounting to
15%. Earlier this year, Government, through the
Parliamentary Secretariat for Reforms, Citizenship and
Simplification of Adminstrative Processes launched a
public consultation proposing to address the under-
representation of women in Parliament, which

consultation closes on 8 June. This means that at
this stage, everyone still has the opportunity to make
proposals with regard to this reform. Irrespective
of how it is done, it is important that the reform be
implemented quickly and in a responsible manner, so
that in the short term we will have a mechanism that
can address this discrepancy which one may argue
that it constitutes a democratic deficit in Parliament.
| believe that the adoption of such a mechanism will
strengthen representative parliamentary democracy.

The lack of representation of women in Parliament
is @ phenomenon that we have been witnessing for
a long time in spite of the fact that women have
been granted the right to vote as well as the right to
stand for elections since 1947. This dearth becomes
more apparent when we compare ourselves to
other countries not only in Europe but also across
the Commonwealth. A few days ago, the Maltese
Parliament welcomed Emilia Monjowa Lifaka, the
Chairperson of the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association, who is also the Deputy Speaker of the
Parliament of Cameroon. During our discussions it
emerged that 31% of the Members of the Parliament
of Cameroon are women. Here | also refer to a recent
report published by the Inter-Parliamentary Union
titled “Women in parliament in 2018” which shows
that the EU average is 28.5%. Therefore, it is evident
that the time has come for us to address this problem
responsibly, by seeing that all the necessary measures
are introduced so that more women are encouraged
to stand for elections to represent the citizens in
Parliament. In this respect, | would like to thank both
the Government and the Opposition parliamentary
groups, for their co-operation enabling Parliament
to meet at hours that are more favourable to the
work-life balance of Members of Parliament and all
those persons who in some way assist them in the
performance of their parliamentary mandate. This
measure has enabled us to spend more time with our
families.

| believe that we must continue to take further
initiatives to ensure that democracy in our country
remains not only alive and relevant, but also more
representative of society at large, so that the Maltese
people truly feel well-represented in Parliament, with
elected Members of Parliament who have the citizen’s
best interests at heart.

On the hundredth anniversary from the events of the
Sette Giugno, | am proud of the significant advances
that the Maltese Parliament has made and is still
making in order to give the citizens a stronger voice
and a more participative role therein. | feel that this is
essential for the Institution to be truly representative
ofthe people and to properly address their aspirations.

e
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I¢-caqliq ta’ persuni mill-gzejjer Maltin lejn partijiet
ohra tad-dinja, l-aktar biex ifittxu x-xoghol u hajja
ahjar, ilu ghaddej sekli shah. Madankollu, il-problema
tal-gghad u tal-popolazzjoni dejjem tikber, saret ferm
aktar sinifikanti fl-1820ijiet minhabba li I-ekonomija
Maltija ma setghetx tlahhagq maz-zieda kostanti
fil-popolazzjoni. IlI-Knisja Kattolika lokali u I-Maltin
infushom ma kienu jaccettaw I|-ebda referenza ghall-
kontroll tat-twelid. L-unika soluzzjoni li kienet tidher
possibbli kienet I-emigrazzjoni, |li dwarha kien hemm
sentimenti mhallta. II-Gvernaturi Hastings u Ponsonby
flimkien ma’ ohrajn bhal Giorgio Mitrovich kienu
favur. Min-naha l-ohra, kien hemm dawk li giesu li
[-emigrazzjoni kienet soluzzjonikrudiliu mhux naturali.

L-ewwel tentattiv ikkoordinat konkret sehh fl-1826
meta ftit mijiet ta’ Maltin telqu lejn il-gzira Jonja ta’
Cefalonja grib il-Gre¢ja. Sal-1833, dan l-esperiment
kien falla u |-haddiema Maltin gew akkuzati li kienu
inkompetenti u bla sahha. FFdawn l-ewwel decennji
tas-seklu dsatax kull xorta ta’ tentattiv sabiex
l-emigrazzjoni tigi ffinanzjata mill-fondi pubblici falla.
[I-Maltin ghalhekk kellhom bilfors isibu fondi minn
sorsi privati sabiex jemigraw, bi vjagg lejn Tripli jew
Tunez fuq xprunara Maltija jiswa madwar zewg xelini.
Vjagg lejn Kostantinopli jew I|-Egittu kien jiswa 12-il
xelin jew aktar, skont il-kundizzjonijiet tat-temp. Il-
migranti Maltin kienu jafu li jekk il-mawra taghhom
ma tirnexxix setghu jinghataw ghajnuna minn fondi
pubblici biex jergghu jirritornaw lura pajjizhom. Matul
dan il-perjodu anke I-konsli Brittanici fil-Mediterran
ghenu finanzjarjament lil dawk il-migranti Maltin li
kienu fogra, bla xoghol, jew morda temporanjament
li xtaqu jibgghu jghixu f’art barranija ghal ftit aktar
zZmien. Bejn 1-1818 u |-1832, bejn 1,000 u 2,000 Malti
kienu telqgu minn art twelidhom sabiex imorru lejn
artijiet godda, ammonti li kwazi rdoppjaw bejn [-1833
u 1-1836. ll-pajjizi ta’ destinazzjoni kienu jinkludu
I-Algerija, Tunez, |I-Egittu, il-Gzejjer Jonji, Kostantinopli,
il-Gre¢ja u Tripli, fejn fl-1842 |-ghadd ta’ migranti
Maltin kien ilahhaq |-20,000. Madankollu ghal hafna
din [-avventura f’art barranija ma rnexxietx u kull sena
kienu jirritornaw madwar 1,000, b’hafna minnhom
kienu jigu fogra bhalma kienu telqu.

L-emigrazzjoni baqgghet imxekkla min-nuqqgas ta’
interess mill-Gvern Brittanniku fi skemi biex itaffu
[-gghad u I-pressjonijiet ikkawzati minn popolazzjoni
eccessiva. ll-proposti  maghmula mill-Gvernatur
Richard More O’Farrell gew imblukkati minn Londra u
fil-perjodu bejn [-1842 u |-1865 ma kien hemm I-ebda
inizjattiva privata. Dawk il-Maltin li xtaqu jemigraw
kellhomjaghmlu dan minghajr I-ebda ghajnuna ufficjali
jew organizzata. Wara [-1865, ir-rata tal-emigrazzjoni
bagghet instabbli. Perjodi ta’ prosperita u ta’ krizijiet
ekonomici f’Malta gieghlu lin-nies igisu I-migrazzjoni
b’mod differenti skont kif kienet sejra |-ekonomija
lokali. Bejn I-1860ijiet u I-1880ijiet I-ghadd ta’ migranti
li gew lura Malta spiss qabez |-ghadd ta’ dawk li kienu
ged ihallu I-Gzejjer Maltin. Bejn [-1861 u |-1890 kien
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hemm medja ta’ madwar 110 emigranti fis-sena u
lejn l-ahhar tal-1880 kien hemm madwar 50,000
Malti jghixu tul il-kosta tal-Mediterran. Hafna telqu
lejn pajjizi li jvarjaw mill-Algerija sa Kostantinopli,
filwaqt li ohrajn marru jghixu fi Sqallija, fi Franza, u fi
Spanja. Uhud minnhom sahansitra marru I-Istati Uniti
u lI-Awstralja. Min-naha |-ohra, hafna migranti fqar ma
kellhomx ghazla ohra hlief li jergghu jirritornaw lura
Malta. L-awtoritajiet Maltin ma kinux jiehdu pjacir
b’dawk il-migranti li kienu geghdin jigu lura minhabba
li dawn kienu se jkomplu jzidu mal-problemi lokali, li
t-tlug taghhom kien ghen itaffi. FI-1880ijiet, I-Awstralja
kienet meqjusa bhala lokalita potenzjali ghall-migranti
Maltin izda din il-proposta sabet |-oppozizzjoni tal-
partit antiriformista ta’ Fortunato Mizzi li giesha bhala
parti mill-iskema ta’ Londra biex timponi I-lingwa
Ingliza fuq il-Maltin. Xi Maltin marru |-Awstralja izda
din l-avventura kienet |-ahhar inizjattiva sinifikanti ta’
emigrazzjoni fis-seklu dsatax.

L-affarijiet kellhom jinbidlu drastikament fis-seklu
ghoxrin.  Il-problemi  kkawzati mill-popolazzjoni
eccessiva u mill-qghad kienu saru realta aktar kerha
fil-bidu tas-seklu u fl-1907, I|-Agent Gvernatur,
Sir Harry Barron, waqqaf il-Kumitat Malti ghall-
Emigrazzjoni maghmul minn ghaxar membri, bit-Tabib
Charles Mattei bhala s-segretarju. Madankollu dan il-
Kumitat la kellu fondi x’joffri u langas setgha reali biex
jappoggja I-inizjattivi. Seta’ biss isib l-informazzjoni u
jipprezentaha lill-migranti prospettivi Maltin. II-Knisja
ddecidiet ukolllitwaqqafl-organizzazzjonitaghhastess
imsejha |-Lega tal-Appostolat tat-Talb, izda apparti milli
holgot Karus u kkorrispondiet ma’ entitajiet Kattolici
f’pajjizi ohra, ma tantx setghet taghmel aktar. Anke
hija ma kellha |-ebda setgha reali u ma kellhiex fondi.

FI-1913 it-Ten. Gvernatur Sir John Clauson waqqgaf
I-Ufficcju ta’ Informazzjoni dwar |-Emigrazzjoni bhala
parti mill-Fergha tal-Passaporti fil-Belt Valletta bl-iskop
uniku li jipprovdi informazzjoni, ghaliex anke huwa ma
kellux fondi. II-Gvern Kolonjali wkoll zamm lura milli
jaghti ghajnuna finanzjarja lil dawk li xtaqu jemigraw
izda ma kellhomx il-mezzi mehtiega. Ghalhekk I-unici
fondi kellhom jigu minn sorsi privati. Lejn [-ahhar tas-
seklu dsatax zewg filantropi spikkaw ghall-generozita
taghhom ghal dan il-ghan. Vincenzo Bugeja waqqaf
il-Bugeja Emigration Fund bhala sors ta’ ghajnuna
finanzjarja wara mewtu (fI-1890), ghalkemm sal-1912
dan il-fond kien tbattal minhabba |-ammont kbir
ta’ persuni li ghamlu uzu minnu. Kien hemm ukoll
Giovanni di Nicolo Pappaffy li waqqaf il-Fond Pappaffy
fl-1886 b’donazzjoni ta’ £10,000. Mill-imghax ta’ dan
il-fond sal-1961 gew meghjuna 554 migrant.

Sal-ewwel snin tas-seklu ghoxrin ghadd zghir ta’
Maltin bdew jivvjaggaw lejn I-Istati Uniti, il-Kanada,
u |-Awstralja, u bil-mod il-mod qgabdet it-tendenza
li I-migranti jmorru lejn dawk il-pajjizi li jitkellmu
bl-Ingliz. Hekk kif faggghet I-Ewwel Gwerra Dinjija
[-emigrazzjoni wagfet izda din regghet qabdet
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ir-ritmu  malli spi¢éat il-gwerra. FI-1919 twaqqaf
Kumitat gdid tal-Emigrazzjoni, ippresedut minn
Joseph Howard, b’Henry Casolani bhala s-segretarju
u l-uffi¢jal ezekuttiv. L-emigrazzjoni kienet imxekkla
mill-illitterizmu gholi ta’ hafna mill-migranti u fI-1919
tnedew klassijiet specjali sabiex jipprovdu edukazzjoni
bazika. Madankollu, minhabba I|-attendenza fgira din
l-inizjattiva twaqqfet f-1921.

Sal-1928 kien tnieda ¢-Centru ta’ Tahrig ghall-Migranti
li kien jinsab fl-Istitut Tekniku Bugeja fil-Hamrun. Peress
li I-Awstralja, il-Kanada u |-Amerika kienu jaccettaw
biss nies tas-sengha, migranti li ma kinux imharrga f’xi
sengha ma kellhom |-ebda ¢ans li jigu accéettati f'dawn
il-pajjizi. Ghall-ewwel, il-Kanada u I-Awstralja ma kinux
jaccettaw Maltin. Kien biss f"Marzu 1938 li I-Awstralja
rrikonoxxiet lill-Maltin bhala suggetti Brittanici, u
b’hekk taffiet il-kundizzjonijiet stretti li kienet tapplika
ghal emigranti ohrajn. L-emigrazzjoni lejn |-Awstralja
twaqqgfet temporanjament matul it-Tieni Gwerra
Dinjija, madanakollu regghet gabdet wara I-gwerra.
Issa apparti I-Awstralja, anke I-Istati Uniti u I-Kanada
kienu saru destinazzjonijiet ferm imfittxija.

ll-filantropu sinjur Vincenzo Bugeja halla parti
minn gidu ghall-migranti prospettivi Maltin
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ll-gvernijiet Maltin ghenu finanzjarjament eluf ta’
migranti prospettivi, perezempju billi taw ghotjiet ta’
flus lill-familji fejn il-membru i kien jagla’ I-ghajxien
tal-familja kien emigra u billi ffinanzjaw skemi ta’
passaggi assistiti. ll-Knisja lokali ghenet ukoll lill-
migranti permezz tat-twaqqif ta’ Kummissjoni tal-
Emigranti fil-hamsinijiet li sal-1972 kienet topera minn
Palazzo Carafa. Din kienet tghin lill-migranti jhejju
ruhhom ghall-hajja f’pajjizi barranin. Din il-forma ta’
emigrazzjoni bdiet tonqos mill-1966 u hafna migranti
li fl-imghoddi kienu telqu minn Malta bdew jirritornaw
biex jissettiljaw f’Malta wara hafna snin negsin.

[llum il-gurnata, grazzi ghas-shubija ta’ Malta fl-Unjoni
Ewropea, dahlet sew forma gdida ta’ migrazzjoni fejn
il-moviment liberu u l-issettiljar fil-pajjizi tal-UE huma
relattivament semplici u nfethu opportunitajiet godda
ghall-Maltin biex isibu futur fil-kontinent Ewropew.

pagi, '
prezzijet u taxxi |
fl-Awstralja

et

Mijiet ta” emigranti Maltin ibbenefikaw
mill-altruwizmu tal-Grieg Giovanni di Nicolo
Pappaffy

‘ L-Awvstralja

-Mill-Angolu
tal-Mara
Comm. Prof. George Cassar huwa Associate
Professor fl-Istitut ghat-Turizmu, I-lvvjaggar
u I-Kultura tal-Universita ta’ Malta. Huwa
socjologu storiku u pedagogista b’interessi
ta’ ricerka fl-Istorja u s-Socjologija tal-
Edukazzjoni; il-Pedagogija tal-Patrimonju
Kulturali, I-Istorja u I-Istudji Socjali; I-Istorja
tat-Taghlim tal-Istorja; I-Istudju tal-Ordni ta’
San Gwann (SMOM); I-Istorja u I-Kultura ta’
Malta; il-Patrimonju u I-Kultura, it-Turizmu
Kulturali; u I-Istorja u s-Socjologija tal-lkel.
Huwa l-awtur jew l-editur ta’ kotba u rivisti
akkademici, u ppubblika ghadd ta’ studiji fil-
gurnali u kapitli f’kotba relatati mal-ogsma
ta’ interess tieghu.
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Zewg fuljetti bil-Malti li jispjegaw diversi aspetti
tal-hajja Awstraljana lill-migranti prospettivi
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SEEKING A NEW FUTURE -

VIALTESE EMIGRATION IN THE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURIES

The movement of people from the Maltese islands
to various parts of the world, especially to seek
employment and a better life, has been going on
for centuries. The problem of unemployment and
excessive population numbers, however, became
more and more pronounced at the turn of the 1820s
as the Maltese economy could not keep up with the
steady demographic increase. The local Catholic
Church and the Maltese themselves did not accept
any reference to birth control. The only solution open
seemed to be emigration, about which there were
mixed feelings. Governors Hastings and Ponsonby
along with others such as Giorgio Mitrovich were in
favour. There were those who, however, considered
emigration as cruel and unnatural.

A first real coordinated attempt was made in 1826
when a few hundred Maltese went to the lonian
island of Cephalonia near Greece. By 1833 this
experiment had failed with the Maltese workers
being blamed with incompetence and feebleness. In
these first decades of the 19th century all attempts
to finance emigration from public funds had failed.
To be able to emigrate the Maltese were constrained
to seek support from private sources, with a trip
to Tripoli or Tunis on a Maltese-owned speronara
costing about 2 shillings. Going to Constantinople
or Egypt cost 12 shillings or more, depending on the
climatic conditions. Maltese migrants knew that if
their stay failed they could be helped to come back
by means of public funds. At this time British consuls
in the Mediterranean also helped financially any
destitute, unemployed, or temporarily sick Maltese
migrants who wished to stay on in a foreign land for
some more time. Between 1818 and 1832, about
1,000 to 2,000 locals had departed for new lands,
with numbers nearly doubling between 1833 and
1836. Countries of destination included Algeria,
Tunis, Egypt, the lonian Islands, Constantinople,
Greece and Tripoli, where the number of Maltese
migrants in 1842 totalled 20,000. However many
were unsuccessful in their adventure in a foreign
land and each year about 1,000 returned, many
coming back as poor as they had left.

Emigration remained hampered by the lack of the
British Government’s interest in schemes to relieve
unemployment and pressures of overpopulation.
Proposals made by Governor Richard More O’Farrell
were blocked by London and there were no private
ventures in the period between 1842 and 1865.
Those Maltese who wished to emigrate had to do
so without official or organized help. After 1865 the
rate of emigration continued to fluctuate. Economic

boomsand slumpsin Malta caused peopleto consider
migrating differently depending on the varying local
circumstances. During the 1860s and 1880s returning
migrants often exceeded the number of those leaving
the Maltese Islands. Between 1861 and 1890 there
was an average of about 110 emigrants per year and
by the late 1880s about 50,000 Maltese had settled
along the Mediterranean coast. Many went to places
ranging from Algeria to Constantinople, while others
settled in Sicily, France, and Spain. A few even went
to the USA and Australia. On the other hand, many
poverty-stricken migrants had no other choice but
to return to Malta. The Maltese authorities did not
welcome returned migrants as these would only
increase the local problems, which their departure
had helped to relieve. In the 1880s Australia was
considered to be a potential locality for Maltese
migrants but this was opposed by the anti-riformist
party of Fortunato Mizzi who saw in this proposal
London’s scheme to force the English language on
the Maltese. Some Maltese went to Australia but this
adventure was the last significant initiative regarding
emigration in the 19* century.

Things would drastically change in the 20th century.
The problems created by over-population and
unemployment became a grimmer reality by the
turn of the century and in 1907 the Acting Governor,
Sir Harry Barron, set up the Maltese Emigration
Committee composed of ten members, with Dr
Charles Mattei acting as secretary. It had, however,
no funds to offer and no real power to support
any initiatives. It could only seek information and
present it to prospective Maltese migrants. The
Church also decided to set up its own organization
called the League of the Apostleship of Prayer, but
beyond creating a Penny Bank and corresponding
with Catholic entities in other lands, little else could
be done. It too had no real power and no funds.

In 1913 Lt Governor Sir John Clauson set up the
Emigration Information Office as part of the
Passport Branch in Valletta with the sole purpose of
providing information, since it too lacked funds. The
Colonial Government also kept back from handing
out financial help to those wishing to emigrate but
lacked the necessary means. Any funds had thus to
come from private sources. In the late 19th century
two philanthropists stood out for their generosity
towards this end. Vincenzo Bugeja set up the Bugeja
Emigration Fund as a source of financial help after
his death (which happened in 1890), though by 1912
this fund had been depleted with too many having
tapped into it. There was also Giovanni di Nicolo
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Pappaffy who set up the Pappaffy Fund in 1886 with
a donation of £10,000. From the fund’s interests 554
migrants had been helped up to 1961.

By the first years of the 20" century small numbers
of Maltese were travelling to the USA, Canada, and
Australia, with the trend towards these English-
speaking lands gradually picking up. The outbreak of
the First World War caused emigration to stop but
it soon revived when the war ended. In 1919 a new
Emigration Committee was set up, chaired by Joseph
Howard, with Henry Casolani as secretary and
executive officer. Emigration was hindered by the
high illiteracy of most migrants and special classes
were started in 1919 to provide basic education.
Owing to poor attendance, this initiative was,
however, discontinued in 1921.

By 1928 the Migrants Training Centre housed as
Bugeja Technical Institute at Hamrun had been
launched. As Australia, Canada and the USA only
accepted skilled persons, migrants who were
unskilled had no chance of being admitted to these
countries. Canada and Australia at first did not accept
the Maltese. It was only in March 1938 that Australia
recognized the Maltese as British subjects, thus
relieving the stringent conditions imposed on other
emigrants. Migration to Australia was temporarily
stopped during the Second World War but then
picked up fast after the war. Not only Australia, but
also the USA and Canada, had now become very
popular destinations.

Maltese governments helped the thousands of
prospective migrants financially such as by granting
allowances to families whose breadwinner had
emigrated and by assisted passage schemes. The
local Church also supported migrants through the
setting up of an Emigrants Commission in the 1950s
which operated from Palazzo Carafa up to 1972,
helping migrants to prepare themselves for life in
foreign countries. This form of emigration began
to decline from 1966 with many former migrants
returning to settle in Malta after many years abroad.
A new form of migration has now become common
due to Malta joining the European Union where free
movement and settling in EU countries is relatively
uncomplicated and new opportunities have become
available for Maltese to find a future on the European
continent.

A group of Maltese immigrants disembarking in
Sydney from the SS Partizanka in 1948

MERHBA LESTA

A booklet of 1967 assuring the Maltese
emigrants that they were welcome in Australia

Comm. Prof. George Cassar is Associate
Professor in the Institute for Tourism,
Travel and Culture of the University of
Malta. He is a historical sociologist and
pedagogist with research interests in the
History and Sociology of Education; the
Pedagogy of Heritage, History and Social
Studies; the History of History Teaching;
the Study of the Order of St John (SMOM);
the History and Culture of Malta; Heritage
and Culture; Cultural Tourism; and the
History and Sociology of Food. He is the
author or editor of books and academic
journals, and has published numerous
papers in journals and chapters in books
related to his areas of interest.
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